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FOREWORD 1940144 


The officers and all associated with the Albia Centennial Corporation and 
the Albia Centennial Celebration are pleased to be able to present this 
book as a memento of the occasion. 


This book is not intended to be a history of Albia and Monroe county. 
Rather it is a series of historical sketches seeking to tell something of the 
years gone by as well as to picture for future generations something of 
the present. 


Some of the material has been previously printed in the Centennial Edi- 
tion of The Albia Union-Republican. It has been prepared under the di- 
rection of the staff of that newspaper, but with the wholehearted cooper- 
ation and help of many individuals and organizations. To all we extend 
our sincere thanks. 


We would say thank you too, to Al Srnka of the John B. Rogers Produc- 
ing Company, under whose direction the Centennial pageant, Al-Mon-Co 
Centurama is being presented. A special thanks, too, to any and all who 
in any way have contributed to make this Centennial Celebration the 
success it is. 


This Historical Sketch Book is being placed in a time capsule. To fu- 
ture generations who may read this book we extend our sincere best 
wishes. We hope that we of the present will have built well, so that you 
of generations to come have a solid foundation on which to project the 
future. 


Albia Centennial Corporation. 
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Insurance Committee 
A. E. Hollingshead Jr. 
Operating Capital 
Glenn Derby, Jim Crall 
Decorations Committee 
Fred McInnes 
Revenue Division 
Bob L. Anderson 


Historical Program Committee 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Ed Duea, presi- 


dent 

Novelties Committee 
Lester Poole, chairman; John Hess, Dick 
Sheesley 


Concessions Committee 
Cloyd Hollingshead, 


Harold Sheesley, Freddy 
Deal, Marion Brawdy 


Celebration Ball Committee 
A. E. Hollingshead Jr. 


Participation Division 
Reba Zenor, ladies chairman; Rino Della Ve- 
dova, men’s chairman 


Brothers of the Brush 
Lyle Briggs, chairman; Virtus Beaumont, Jim 
Wedding, Jack Scieszinski, Paul Kausalik, Gene 
Stanley 


Celebration Belles Committee 
Esther Larson, chairman; Verda Walberg, Greta 
Kerr; Mrs. Will McEniry, Melrose; Lois Smith, 
Avery; Geraldine Allgood, Avery. 


Hats and Ties Committee 
Lou Rosenthal, chairman; Rod Dearing, Verlin 
Altheide, Bob Johnson, Ralph Edwards, Sam 
Guthrie 

Ladies Sunbonnets and Dresses Committee 
Edith Moser, chairman; Verna Schaff, 
Hersman 


Promenade and Caravan Committee 
Bob Woodcock, chairman; Fred McInnes, Clair 
Bates, Red Stevenson, Dr. Don Orelup, Claude 
Bean, Isabel Matthews; Thelma Murray, Lo- 
vilia. 

Kangaroo Kourt Committee 
Ralph Walker, chairman; Gene Muanay, Logan 
Cain, Freddie Deal, Jim Crall, Ralph Goode 

Spectacle Ticket Division 
Ralph Goode 

Ticket Committee 
Allen Wilkin, Earl Jones, John Spencer, Isabel 
Matthews, Judith Larson, Jack Spurgin 

Queen Contest Committee 
Sylvia Rosenthal, chairman; Icel Smith, nom- 
inations committee; Grace Briggs, awards 
committee; Rose Walsh, arrangements com- 
mittee 

Patrons Ticket Committee 
Kenneth Geyer 


Cashiers and Gates Committee 
Dwight Humeston, Edith Moser, Margaret Her- 
ring, Sam Guthrie, John Schleier 

Spectacle Division 
Marie Cain. 

Scenario and Title Committee 
Ilo Tyrrel, Verna Schaff, Verla Deyo, Edith 
Brawdy, Winifred Orr, Roger Grant, Myrtle Bar- 
ker 

Cast Committee 
Dorothy Larson, Mrs. Violet Blomgren, Mrs. 
John Botts, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd MckKissick, 
Mrs. John Mellick, Mrs. Clara Robinson, Mrs. 
Joe McEniry 


Edith 


Properties Committee 
Kenneth Geyer, Don Polson, Max Adler, George 
Hellyer, Kenneth Hinton, DeWitt Murfin, Em- 
mett Van Dalen. 
Construction Committee 
Howard Willson, John Judge and father, Jim 
Hamilton and father, Vernon DeTar and fath- 
er, Charles Laughead and father, Dale Mad- 
dison and Merwyn Gray. 
Costume and Make-up Committee 
Mildred Bates, Mrs. James Beamer, Mrs, Mary 
Glasford, Mrs. Helen Akins, Mrs. Jud Hers- 
man, Mrs. Florence Stafford 
Sound System Committee 
Jack Peterson 
Publicity Division 
Adrienne Moser, Robert W. Larson 
Press Release Committee 
Garry Klein 
Radio and TV Committee 
Mildred Bates 
Distributive Committee 
Lawrence Kachmarek 
Speakers Committee 
J. Logan Cain 
Hospitality Division 
Esther Hultner 
Dignitaries and Guests Committee 
Ann Miletich, chairman; Mrs, Clell Smith, Mrs. 
Loren Hardinger, Mrs. H. C. Peterson, Mrs. 
Mary Humeston 
Pioneer Events Committee 
Herbert Bettis, Mrs. Thomas Cosgrove, Mrs. 
Howard Willson, Tom Boyd, Ollie Kaldenberg 
Traffic and Safety Committee 
Glenn Derby, William Bagley, Bob Glenn, Bill 
Derby, Freddie Deal, Monroe County Registered 
Nurses Association 
Hospitality Center Committee 
Mrs. Homer Berry; Mary Dineen, Melrose;. Myr- 
tle Barker, Hiteman; Mrs. Herman Liggett, Av- 
ery; Mrs. William Gaddis, Lovilia; Mrs. Jack 
Bickert, Albia 
Housing Committee 
Mrs. Lois Poole, Mrs. J. E. King, Mrs. Dale Bar- 
ker, Donald Plum 
Transportation Committee 
Rolla Foster, Fred McInnes, Marion Brawdy 
Special Events Division 
Loycene Eckert 
Merchants Promotion Committee 
Dick Love, Fred McInnes, 
Merle Illingworth Jr. 
Historical Window Committee 
Eugene Stanley 
Parades Committee 
W. H. Brenner, A. D,. Stanley, Mike Conaton 
Music Committee 
Malcolm Eckert 
Special Days Committee 
Ruth Hollingshead 
Miners Day Committee 
Hugh W. Lundy 
Agriculture and Youth Day Committee 
John Young 
Monroe County Day Committee 
Kenneth Williams 
Albia Day Committee 
Merle Illingworth Jr., 
Audience Area Committee 
Dick Emerson, Bob Majors, John Douglas, Fred 
Deal, Dick Sheesley, Dick Northcote, Dick 
Foster 


Rodney Dearing, 


Milton Hollingshead 
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Greetings from 
the President of the 
United States 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
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NCREASED ACTIVITY IN TRE AREAS -OF AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY, 
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Greetings from 


Governor Herschel C. Loveless 


STATE OF IOWA 
: OF FI OF TRE GOVERNGCR 
har Be Es ae DES MOINES ; 
BERBENEL SC LOWELER EL oe J June 1959 b 


GONERHOR 


Mr. 0. J. Duea, President 
Albia Centennial Corporation 
Albia, lowa 


Dear Mr. Duea: 


All of Iowa joins with me ina salute to Albia on the accasion of the 
100th anniversary of its incorporation. 


Within the century since the establishment of the city of Albia, 
lowa has heen converted from a frontier wilderness into a modern 
industrial and agricultural State, offering to its citizens the best 
of all that is good. 


lt is particularly fittmg, as you observe the Centennial of Albia, to 
review past accomplishments and to set new goals for the future. 
: _ Only as we rededicate ourselves to the basic principals upon which 
we have achieved success as a people, can we guarantee our continued 
progress. 


: With cordial good wishes for a successful observance, and withevery > 
wish for your continued success, Iam viet 


Very truly yours, 


i GAS: is 


Hersche] C. Loveless 
Governor of Iowa 
HCL:m] 


1 hn 


sili sainidabys 
rit adie se “ asaya 


, site i ot 
' Si ¥ ae | s Mees PRs La hays 
het Sys ae ee adh 


a4 
73 
’ "f 
. af & 
i if 
ry 
oo. 
. > ‘ » il ~@ ‘ >? i 
xy 4 
é ae “armas, a 
; % \ 4 
My j 
< . _ 3 " pty a) > 
Eb OR ey 
mF et AO ge, aie 4 
rit q 
AP a i 


sei 5s abel a ha i Rachie 
: ors 9 Yo WlBS9D0 oi fi ws Oo TEN C- ps - 
' dro OR TOPIOSAT ait to , fas 2 


SON laid ao ets 9it) 10. mamta idee ne saat wank an 


2 exeborn & ont sxoranbliw rslaabat 6 mot b we fal, vio a 
 saed ort weroststo eal of Lames ue f Mi) 6 ate 
Gok Kogeth 4 ie: a) raat ee ay oC, 


or eitls Jo ininaad at erimda wy 8 genset hy snp ‘ce ee es 2 Le 

Fi Oxust wits alaoy Wert aah PS A (0 oes ae : os Me 

"rsidw noqsi alagiontyg alan oly 9 novinarue: Az ; Stee i Ly ‘ re > “ 
bewrthiad wo seaming Sw nid ,dlqox) § 68 Bee . ‘ VL em 


ml t - te 4 
dit: “pooner oe reese 

“« ie i ca Ld if - if. 
eas i Ager s bes i a or ES Ie we pa 
aie) 4 at “ ’ ¥: 


Greetings from 


Vice-President Richard Nixon 


“oOFrice | QF: THE VIC PRES 


ee : + WAS HIND TON 


| ee 1959 


Dear Mr. ‘ Dpaeae? 


It ie a special pleasure to extend greetings: | 
to -you and all those participating in the centen< 
nial celebration of the city af ae 


The growth and daveicnenant ee your city 
ig the result of hard wark, initiative and strong 
belief in the future since ploneer days, Today, 
ag then, we face great challenges, and with the _ 
game devotion and willingness to sacrifice that 
was so true af the varly settlers of Iowa, [am > 
confident we will canguer therm, 


With best wishes as you ook ahead to the 
next hundred years, 


Sincerely, 


Richard Nixon. 


Mr, 0,7, Dues 

President 

Albia Centennial Corporation 
Albia, fowa 
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Greetings from 


Senator Thomas E. Martin 
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Greetings from 


Senator Bourke B. Hickenlooper 


POURKE 8. HIGKENLOOPER commerrens, 
‘ 


wa AGRICHL TUBE Atm FPormgarny 
Fortian RELATE 
DAN J. O'BRIEN : t SHHT COmMiTTER On Atomic Brey 
hubpeadte uP : Sera. Commins on Diassmamenr 
a “aCrifea States Senatle 
: WASHINGTON, 0. C. 
May 25th, 1959 


- Dear Mr, Duea: 


I welcome this opportunity to send greetings to the 
people of Albia and of Monroe County on the occasion 
of the centennial of the incorporation of the City of 
Albia, which will be celebrated this year, June 24th to 
the 27th, 


There has been great significance and contribution 
by the City of Albia and Monroe County in the progressive 
development of the vast country west of the Mississippi. 
The pioneers who came West into the great pratre lands 
of Iowa and those who sojaurned for a time on their travels 
further West marked Albia and Monroe County as one of the 
major points of settlement, 


My graat grandfather settled in Monroe County about 

1850 and from there my grandfather moved ou West to 

Taylor County, where his family was born and raised, 

We have always felt a sentimental attachment to Albla and 
Monroe County and this gives a very special reason why 

L congratulate you on this 100 years of progress. 


Since rely yours, 7. 


Bourke B, Hickenlooper 


Mr, QO, rs Duea 
President, Albia Centennial Corporation 
Albia, lowa 
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Greetings from 


Congressman Steven V. Carter 
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Greetings from 


Lieutenant-Governor Edward J. McManus 


Straten or Iowa 


ROWARO 1 Me MANUS 
SIEUTENAMT GAVERNDS ©. 


Res Mornes, lowa 


OFFICE OF LIRUTENANT GOVERNOR 


HOME ADRESS 
R NORTH FIFTR STAEET 
REOKUR. (OWA 


June 1, 1959 


ere 0, a. bisa. President 
. Albia Centennial Corporation 
 Albia, Towa 


‘Dear Mr, ‘Buea: 


ae would like to offer mye congratulations on 
your 100th anniversary celebration in Albia 
this. year, In reaching this Centennial mile- 


“ gtone, you heva greatly enr jehed the hlatory 
of Towa. and I wish sontinued prompery ty for 
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your eity in the years ahead. 


‘Sincerely yours, oe o 
BF : ‘ Q . ee 


 Fawara IfMomenus , 
heetenany Gow ‘srnor. 
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The Citizens of Albia Proudly Present The 
Dramatic Historical Panorama 


Al-Mon-Co Centurama 


ALBIA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD 
June 24-25-26-27, 8:00 P.M. 


A JOHN B. ROGERS PRODUCTION 
DIRECTED BY ALFRED H. SRNKA 


Synopsis of Scenes 


PROLOGUE 
A brilliant setting in which the queen of the Albia Centennial welcomes 
all the visitors to the Albia Centennial Celebration. 


EPISODE |: THIS IS IOWA AND MONROE COUNTY 
A salute to the pioneers of Albia and Monroe county. The territory now 
known as Iowa passed through a long succession of ownerships prior to the 
28th day of December, 1846 when Iowa became one of the United States. 


EPISODE II: HERITAGE OF FREEDOM 

Beneath the tall trees of Monroe County, the Indians paused from their 
meanderings to camp and hunt. The chief tribes to hold sway in this area 
were the Algonquins and the Sioux. 

EPISODE Ill: TRAIL OF TEARS 

Historians have called the flight of the Indians ‘The Trail of Tears,’ for 
they gave up their home and their hunting grounds and moved to National 
reservations. 

EPISODE IV: MONROE COUNTY’S FIRST FAMILY 

One of the first white men to settle in Monroe county, John B. Gray, 

came to Eddyville, to await and prepare for entry into the new territory. 


EPISODE V: UNTO THIS LAND 
As soon as the land was officially opened, adventurous souls set out to 
seek a new home on the frontier. 


EPISODE VI: THE SEVENTH DAY 
When the early settlers came to this land they brought not only their 
determination and courage, but another priceless gift, their faith in God. 
EPISODE Vil: MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS 
Hand in hand with the need for religious guidance came the need for 
education. Although our forefathers were of limited schooling, they realiz- 
ed from the very beginning that a good education was essential in the rear- 
ing of their children. 
EPISODE VIII: THE BIRTH OF MONROE COUNTY 
January 19, 1846, Princeton became the county seat and the name was 
changed to Albia. At this time, the name of the county was changed from 
the Indian name of Kishkekosh, to Monroe. 
EPISODE IX: A HOUSE DIVIDED . 
Event followed event. The southern states seceded from the union one 
by one. The nation was under the stress and turmoil of a civil war. 
EPISODE X: RIBBONS OF STEEL 
Plans for securing railroads for Albia were projected as early as 1865 
when the C.B.&Q. extended its line westward from Ottumwa to Albia and 


Chariton. 
EPISODE XI: BLACK GOLD 

For years after Monroe county had been organized they were unaware of 
the wealth that lay beneath the surface of the land. In 1860 coal was discov- 
ered along Avery creek. 

EPISODE XII: THOSE WONDERFUL YEARS 

It was the era of the High Wheel Bike, the Bicycle Built for Two and 

Gramophones, It was the time when Grandma was in her teens, 
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EPISODE XIII: FOR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM 
The year was 1914 and the people of Albia heard the troubling sounds 
of war in the making. The climax came in 1917 when the Lusitania was 


sunk and the United States entered the war. 


EPISODE XIV: EISTEDDFOD 
The literal meaning of the word Eisteddfod is ‘‘session.”’ To the musical 
world it means a singing and literary carnival. 


EPISODE XV: ROARING TWENTIES 
It was the era of Flappers, Bobbed Hair, Flagpole Sitters, Talking Pic- 
tures and Home Brew. A new dance sensation hit America and everybody 
was doing the Charleston. 


EPISODE XVI: THE DEPRESSION AND GREAT PAYROLL ROBBERY 
A plot to hold up the Smoky Hollow Company Hiteman Mine Payroll 
was broken up on the outskirts of Albia on April 10, 1935. 


EPISODE XVII: THE SEIGE FOR FREEDOM 
When the startling news came to the United States on the quiet after 
noon of December 7, 1941, the whole nation was stunned. This was the sec- 
ond time in one generation that war had occurred. 


EPISODE XVIII: TO THE FUTURE 
Here is the future of America. Here is the future of Albia. Upon these 
young Americans will rest the responsibility for the moral, spiritual, and ed- 
ucational development of our nation. 


FINALE: 

There are no bounds and limits to our frontiers of freedom. Now the 
darkness and wilderness are far behind. Ahead lie new frontiers. As prod- 
ucts of a pioneer people, it is ours to go forward to surmount the obstacles, 
to. keep the faith. So proudly we hail Albia’s second century. 


Cast 


PROLOGUE 
Bruce Thompson, Jim Hunt, Darrell Thompson, Ramon Wilson, Allen 
Weir, Tom Lucas, Bruce Bagley, Bob Newell, John McDonald, Chad Barker, 
Douglas Rooney, Jim Polson, Danny Sharp, Bill Magie. 
Sponsored by: Boy Scouts 


Sharon Wilson, Linda Stanley, Judy Chidester, Julie Ann Johnson, Vicki 
Funk, Delita Whitson, Chery] Nedderman, Margaret Jones, Marcia Hopkins, 
Sina Muilenburg, Diane Woodard, Linda Love, Debra Lucas, Shirley Knight, 
Jane Johnson, Darla Deal. 

Sponsored by: Girl Scouts 


TRUMPETERS—Roy Smead, Danny McMulin, Bill Briggs, Bill Yohe, 
Glenn Yenger. | 
Sponsored by: Grant School P.T.A. 


COLOR GUARD—Tony Sebben, Eugene Jordan, Virtus Beaumont, Ed 
Nucko, John Kelly. 
Sponsored by: American Legion 


Patty Golden, Leslie Edwards, Janet Gibb, Joyce Dutemple, Jeanne Du- 
temple, Connie Allen, Diane Botts, Carole Moore, Sandra Howie, Elaine Gal- 
loway, Penny Behnke, Karol Hellyer, Pat Searcy, Judy Mitton, Judy Turner, 
Linda Lewis, Susan Smart, Patty Poole. 

Sponsored by: Rainbow Girls 


EPISODE ONE: THIS IS IOWA AND MONROE COUNTY 
Cecil Dicks, Norma Dicks, Philip Dicks, Kay Brees, Judy Brees. 
Sponsored by Grant School P.T.A. 
INTERLUDE: 
Ed Walsh, Rod Dearing, Yvonne Dearing, Dale Barker. 
Sponsored by: Albia Lions Club 
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EPISODE Il: HERITAGE OF FREEDOM 
Judy Cronin, Sherry Currie, Margy Dinneen, Mary Dinneen, Vincent Fee- 
han, Mike Dinneen, Donny Shehan, Kill Smith, Pauline Ryan, Mildred Ciska, 
Mary Parenza, Mary McEniry, Ann Dinneen, Joan Besco, Barbara Cronin, 
Mary Ann Ciska, Madelyn Hannam, Bill Hannam, Tommy Hannam, Mary 
Scieszinski, Jo Ann Scieszinski, Margaret McEniry. 
Sponsored by: Melrose Community 


INDIAN DANCERS—Linda Lewis, Diane Botts, Linda Rowley, Terry 
Smith, Dana Deal, Judy Turner, Susan Smart, Vivian Leggett. 


EPISODE Ill: TRAIL OF TEARS 
Same Cast as Episode II. 
Sponsored by: Melrose Community 
Sponsored by: Knights of Columbus 


EPISODE IV: MONROE COUNTY’S FIRST FAMILY 
THE GRAY FAMILY—Verne Claver, Judy Claver, Mary Helen Homerin, 
Betty Scott, Cindy Geyer. 


EPISODE V: UNTO THIS LAND 

SQUARE DANCERS—Mr. and Mrs. Loren Hardinger, Ruth Ann, Jon, 
David; Mr. and Mrs. John Mitton, Judy; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kausalik, Andy, 
Kendra, Netta; Mr. and Mrs. Leo Rasmussen, Renna, Ruth, Rhonda; Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen Wilkin; Mr. and Mrs. Claude Bean; Mr. and Mrs. Bob Belzer, 
Dennis, Timmy, Diane; Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rullman; Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Ed- 
wards, Colin; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Brown; Mr. and Mrs. Anker Severinsen; Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Overturf, Jimmy and Tony; Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kness, Julie, 
JoEllen, Cary; Mr. and Mrs. Lester Poole, Stephen; Mr. and Mrs. David Ward, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Moore. 


EPISODE VI: THE SEVENTH DAY 
Same Cast as Episode V. 


-EPISODE VII: MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS 
Suzie Scieszinski, Mary Schleier, Linda Yarkosky, Nancy Yarkosky, Susie 
Caudill, Patty Peterson, Jimmie Cardenzana, Jimmie Campbell, Tommy Sin- 
nott, Dean Caudill, Dennis Belzer, Billie Campbell. Teacher: Dennis Carr. 
Sponsored by: St. Mary‘s P.T.A. 


EPISODE VIII: THE BIRTH OF MONROE COUNTY 
Dick Northcote, Jud Hersman, Leon Smith, J. E. King, Jimmie Denato, 
Whit Brenner, Ralph Goode, DeWitt Murfin, Ralph Fletcher. 
Sponsored by: Albia Rotary Club 


EPISODE IX: A HOUSE DIVIDED 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wilson; Mr. and Mrs. Harold Mason, Mary Ann; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Davis, Sina and Dixie; Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan Van Dorin, 
Marie, Debbie; Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brown; Mr. and Mrs. Dick Brown; Mr. 
and Mrs. Wayne Clark, Allen; Debbie Dunham; Marcia Thompson, James 
Murdy. 
; Sponsored by: Moravia Community 


EPISODE X: RIBBONS OF STEEL 
Same Cast as Episode IX. 
Sponsored by: Moravia Community 


EPISODE XI: BLACK GOLD 
Mrs. Herman Liggett, Ilerman Liggett, Mrs. Marry Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Allgood, Henry Smith, John Smith, Lois Smith, Harold Belzer, Mrs, 
Harold Belzer, Dorothy DeMoss, Clifton Wignall, Maude Wignall, Pete Smith, 
John Smith, Milo Wignall. 
Sponsored by: Avery Community 
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EPISODE XII: THOSE WONDERFUL YEARS 


Ora Klingensmith, Paul Klingensmith, Maude Adams, Marguerite Huber, 
Opal Huber, Jimmy Huber, Harriett Crall, Sharon Sylvester, Beverly Wil- 
liams, Diane Bettis, Gene Cosgrove, Eugene Clark, K. L. Chedester, Ermina 
Chedester, Sherry Smith, Becky DeMoss, Deborah Welt, Frances DeMoss, 
Tommy DeMoss, Delbert Jones, Bernard Allgood, Jerry Jones, Joe Athey, 
Darrell Galloway, Verne Claver, Ruth Jones, JoAnn Asher, Marla Asher, De- 
lores Flahive, Helen Sereg, Bobbie Lott, Bobbie Morrissey, Harold Palmer, 
Linda King, Mike Wignall. 


Sponsored by: Albia Rebekah Lodge 


EPISODE XIill: FOR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM 
Mabel Tucker, Merle Tucker, Gladys Hardinger, Raymond Tucker, Har- 
old Tucker, Harry Hardinger, Reuben Gaines, Esther Spears, Roy Spears, 
Gene Stanley, Alice Morgan, Harry Morgan, Harold Fay, Edith Fay, Ray 
Darby, Ida Darby. 


Sponsored by: World War | Vets 


EPISODE XIV: EISTEDDFOD 
Isabel Jones, Ruth Barker, Alice Wilson, Margaret Cole, Paula Jean Cole, 
Francis Cole, Myrtle Barker, Ducky Allison, Mabel Allison, Gilbert Cole, 
Maxine Cole, Nobby Wilkinson, Mary Jane Wilkinson, Emily Ferguson, Liza 
Bell Hill, Elmer Hill, Nell Smith, George Rowley, Inez Rowley. ; 
Sponsored by Hiteman Community 


EPISODE XV: ROARING TWENTIES 
Janet Dutemple, Paul Turner, Tom Turner, James Flahive, Gary Rogers, 
Mickey Deyo, Karen Stewart, Carolyn Rogers, Connie Shaw, Diane Smith, 
Evelyn Nicoletto. 
Sponsored by: Band Mothers Club 


EPISODE XVI: THE DEPRESSION AND GREAT PAYROLL ROBBERY 
Edith Barnes, Herman Barnes, Jim Reed, William Littlejohn, Harold Slay, 
Don Crumley, Francis Smith, Elmer Nixon, John Carson. 
Sponsored by: Lovilia Community 


EPISODE XVII: THE SEIGE FOR FREEDOM 
Ed Duea, J. K. Moye, Don Orelup, Al Hunt, Fred McInnes. 
Sponsored by Monroe County Junior Chamber of Commerce 


EPISODE XVIII: TO THE FUTURE 

Helen Humeston, Dana Deal, Nancy Faber, Jeanne Hawk, Irina Laws, 
Judy Newell, Carolyn Carlson, Donna Elswick, Becky Whitlock, Martha 
Rouse, Catherine Sinnott, Shirley Lynch, Karen Larson, Dorothy Blomgren, 
Marilyn Tucker, Haydee Chance, Roseann Calhoun, Connie McAninch, Hel- 
ene Sullivan, Karen Conway; Tom Hollinrake, Dick Phipps, Tom Rampy, 
Charles Shafer, Dick Gile, Jack Ryan, Joe McGrath, David McGrath, Orville 
McCord, Richard Perry, Ronnie Kehrberg, Karl Rogers, Ron Shafer, Dick 
Rampy, David Larson, Dennis Blomgren, Raymond Davis, John Judge, Larry 
Bettis, Larry Amoss. 

Sponsored by: Monroe County 4-H Clubs 


FINALE: ENTIRE CAST 


NOTE: Because of the early printing of the Historical Sketch Book, a * sw 
names may have been omitted. To those of you who are in the cast and are 
not listed on the program, we extend our sincere apologies, 
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i Dixon-McKnight Trail Across Monroe 
County in 1822 Was Another First 


The first .knowledge of any 
foot path, wagon trail, stage 
route, or any similar trail in Mon- 
roe county is a trail which cross- 
ed from the northwest corner of 
Bluff Creek township to the 
northeast corner of Mantua town- 
ship. 

This trail was almost in a 
straight line between the two 
points. It was the route taken by 
early travelers — Dixon and Mc- 
Knight. They entered what is now 
the state of Iowa somewhere 
along the northern border of what 


‘we now call Lake Okoboji. 


From this point they followed 
a southeasterly course across the 
state to the point mentioned in 
Bluff Creek township. 


This trail is called the Dixon- 
McKnight trail of 1822. These 
men were enroute to the Pembina 
Settlements in Southeastern Iowa 
and northeastern Missouri—on a 
prairie west of where the pre- 
sent city of Keokuk, Iowa is lo- 
cated. - 

Other trails are found in the 
history of the United States as 
the Federal government built 
various military roads for nation- 
al security. The Cumberland Road 
and the National Pike were two 
such highways. The government 
had been instrumental in pro- 
jecting these into the west for 
nearly 30 years. 

The project began in 1806 and 
the last appropriation in 1836 
ended the National Pike at Van- 
dalia, Ill. It was in 1836 that 
Iowa became a territory and 
shortly after that the building 
and the extension of the rail- 


roads seemed to make further _ 


extension of the roads unneces- 
sary. 

Iowa at that time had a sys- 
tem of footpaths well marked by 
the trader and long used by the 
early American as he sought to 
barter his wares in exchange for 
those things for which he had a 
use, 

One of the early such trader 
trails is the road now known as 
Iowa Highway No. 137 from Albia 
to Eddyville. Contrary to a com- 
mon belief among many in Mon- 
roe County, this was the early 
Amercian foot-path from the in- 
terior to Tlardfish’s) villagre and 


to the trading post that became 
the gateway to Monroe County. 

It was NOT however, the stage 
road from Eddyville to Clarks- 
ville, or to Princeton, or to Albia 
Mills, or to Monroe Centre. In 
another article on post offices in 
Monroe County the relationship 
of these names may be seen. 


In the early periods of our 
history the rivers were the first 
arteries of travel, Then came the 
more established routes overland. 
Then came fixed passenger routes 
by stage and finally by railroad. 

Note, if you will in this story 
of transportation, that hisory does 
repeat itself. 


It was at Eddyville and Old 
Hardfish’s village that the door 
to Kish-ke-kosh County (later 
Monroe county) opened to such 
hardy men as Wareham Grant 
Clark, John B. Gray, and to John 
Clark, a nephew of Wareham G. 
Clark. 


Soon after the land of Iowa 
became organized as a territory 
the mechanics of settling up legis- 
lation for a road system began. 
Monroe county was a contempor- 
ary part of this movement, 


Throughout the east part of the 
laying out and establishing roads 
north and south, east and west 
across the newly established 
land. 


One of the first acts provided 
for the establishment of a road 
from Keokuk to Iowa City. This 
was approved by the Legislative 
Assembly Dec, 14, 1838. An inter- 
secting road was begun inland 
from Ft. Madison to Baltimore, 
thence to Mt. Pleasant and this 
was approved by the Legislative 
Assembly five days later, Dec. 14, 
1838. 


Another act on Jan. 10, 1840 ap- 
proved a road from Fairfield to 
Jefferson to Mt. Pleasant. Thus 
began the immigration through 
Kish-ke-kosh County on_ the 
Southwest Trail, the famed Ore- 
gon Trail, and Morman Trace. 


Persons in Monroe County have 
reported the presence of graves, 
graves which hold an unidenti- 
fied body. There seems little 
doubt that many of them hold 
the remains of an early day trav- 
eler who succumbed to the rug- 
ged life of the wide prairie and 
the rugged travel westward. 


Historic Oregon Trail Is 
A Part of County History 


The Oregon Trail, famed in the 
opening of the west, is another 
trail which has part of its his- 
tory rooted firmly in Monroe 
County. 


At the session of the First Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of 
Iowa, Resolution No. 19 of that 
body sought land for a military 
road. The Assembly asked for a 
road from the Mississippi river 
to the Missouri River as the route 
for the mail to Oregon. 


This was regarded as the route 
of the Oregon trail and was in 
line with the crossing of the 
river at Burlington, thence west 
to the vicinity of Kanesville on 
the Missouri, thence to the gold 
fields in the west and northwest. 

The regular session of the Se- 
cond General Assembly of the 
State of lowa convened Dee, 3, 


1848. Resolution No. 23 sought a 
mail route from Ottumwa (Au- 
tumwa) to Chariton by way of 
Albia, This was approved Jan, 13, 
1849. 


A Guide to Burlington, Iowa, 
sponsored by the Burlington City 
Council and compiled and written 
by the Federal Writers Project, 
Works Project Administration, of- 
fers an insight as to what hap- 
pened to make Monroe County a 
part of the Oregon Trail. 


Burlington, formerly Sho-quo- 
quon, the great bluffs, had long 
been of importance to the early 
Americans because of the rich 
flint deposits, It was a_ great 
point of trade among the various 
tribes. 


As the reader sludies the story 
of the ‘movement west and 
northwest, little imaginatlon Is 
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needed to see Monroe County as 
part of a wide highway to the 
Missouri and beyond. The Terri- 
torial roads, the Federal Roads, 
the state roads, the mail routes, 
the railroads all point out the 
immense movement of commerce 
to the west. 


John B. Gray followed the Ore- 
gon Trail to Pleasant township 
and there found gold in the form 
of the rich Iowa Prairie land. 
John B. Gray had earlier named 
the city that opened the Oregon 
Trail to the west—he called it 
Burlington. 


And when Gray followed that 
trail into Monroe County he 
stayed, the first permanent white 
settler in the County. 


By 1850 the flood of immigra- 
tion was on by 1850 a continual 
stream of immigrants poured 
over the dust laden trail headed 
west. Many stayed because they 
liked what they saw in Monroe 
County. As the county grew and 
the railroad replaced the stage 
and the wagon’ train and the 
mail carrier on horseback, too, 
disappeared. 

But Monroe County was part 
of the westward trail for many 
years. 


First Court Held 
At Clark’s Point 


The first court in Monroe coun- 
ty was held in a log house at 
Clark’s Point. 


The building had no floor, and 
the judges, attorneys and court 
officials slept on the floor. 


A severe storm occured one 
night and the horses which had 
been tied outside under the trees 
were brought into the house. This 
resulted in inaccurate reports 
that the first court in the county 
was held in a barn. 


Association Began 
Here About 1901 


The Albia Business Men’s As- 
sociation was formed about 1901. 
Thomas H. Zook was the first 
president and C, W. Smallwood 
the first secretary. 

It was credited with efforts 
which resulted in erection of new 
depots for the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy and Iowa Central 
railroads, 
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Mormons in Westward Trek 
Traveled Through County 


The Mormon Trace is the story 
of persecution, of hardships, of 
steadfast faith and of a devotion 
to a religious belief. 

History records the wrongs done 
a sect of people who were uproot- 
ed from their homes and forced 
to seek new homes far away from 
their established places. 


It has been said that Iowa is 
the longest graveyard in the 
world. The Mormons, in 
westward trek, dared to face the 
floods of many streams, the blaz- 
ing, sunscorched prairies, the 
rough, rugged foothills, They 
were in search of a new home 
they had been led to believe 
they could find. 


Privation, persecution, exile 
were there. So were heart aches, 
disaster and banishment, 

A careful study of the route of 
the Mormons westward leads one 
to the belief that Monroe County 
was certainly a part of this trail. 
The Mormon trail or trace was 
not a narrow, limited line, but 
rather a very wide line of travel 
and Monroe County was in the 
path of much travel from Illinois 
and the east. 

Many of these Mormons crossed 
the river at Burlington and con- 
verged with the main body which 
had crossed the river farther 
south. Situated as it is, Monroe 
county ‘was in a natural line for 
some of that travel as well as 
some of the trouble that took 
place. later in the war with the 
Hairy Nation. 

The account of the westward 
movement is a fascinating one. 

Some accounts tell of the Mor- 
mons building huge platforms of 
hewn timbers, mounting them on 
wheels, sections of large diame- 
ter trees. The people loaded all 
of their worldly goods, stock, and 
their family aboard. Milk cows 
were used for motive power by 
day and then were milked for food 
and then allowed to graze and 
rest at night, 

The hogs were butchered, 
Chickens in coops provided food 
and cepgs. 

‘hese people, their devotion 
and their belief unshaken, their 
tired, aching bodies weary, mov- 
ed on to the promised land. In 
succession groups broke the sod, 


their © 


and were followed by others who 
tilled and cultivated the crop. 
Still other groups followed and 
harvested and at some prear- 
ranged place on the wide open 
spaces all partook of this com- 
munistic sustenance. 


They were the first to employ 
irrigation to the dry hard soil 
of the sun baked prairie. When 
grass roots and hard soil broke 
their plows the group went to the 
headquarters of the larger 
streams. Menfolk with their axes 
ringed the trees to prevent the 
foliage from Shading the crop. 
With plows weakened with many 
repairs, they plowed up the loose 
timber loam and added new 
abundance to the crop yield. 


Thus did the Mormons move 
across Iowa and across Monroe 
County in their trek westward. 


Monroe County 
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GRASS SOLD— 

The grass growing in the Pub- 
lie square in 1863 was sold for 
$4.65. 
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uea Chevrolet Company — 


(Pronounced D-e-w-e-y) 
Established Nov. 6, 1952 


Oldsmobile Chevrolet 
O.K. Used Cars Chevrolet Trucks 


Complete Body Department Wrecker Service 
SALES GENUINE PARTS SERVICE 
113-117 South Main St. Phone 72 


=maloyees 


ke Dutemple, Parts Mgr. 
Geo. Marshall, Office Mgr. 
Gene Mundy, Service Mgr. 
C, J. Stoczxer, Body Foreman 
Nder Lickman, Mechanic 
Clifford Bricker, Mechanic 
Itenneth Benson, Mechanic 
Delmar Walker, Mechanic 


Larry Schmitt, Body Dept. 
O. J. Duea, Gen. Mgr. & Sales 


F.d Duea, Sales Manager 
Bob Duea, Sales Dept. 


Ed Duea, Sec. & Hrbiia, O. J. Duea, President 
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ECONOMY EFFICIENCY DEPENDABILITY 


Grinding and Mixing 


Poultry and Livestock Feed 


Steel Feed Company 


ALBIA, IOWA PHONE 258 


Resa 
TRAPPED MICE “2S: 


World’s Best Automatic Mouse Trap 


WE ARE PROUD TO BE THE OLDEST 
FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT IN ALBIA. 


Downs Memoria! Chapel 


123 SOUTH SECOND STREET 


ED S. DOWNS—1897 
RALPH E. DOWNS—1907 BART DOWNS—1927 


We Gave Albia Its First Funeral Parlor, Funeral Home and Chapel. 
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Southwest Trail Was Part 
Of Monroe County History 


Karly in the history of Iowa, 
even before the Territory of Iowa 
itself was established, white men 
crossed the area from the north- 
west to the southeast. 


Two men by the names of Dix- 
on and McKnight made a trip 
over territory which has _ since 
been named The Southwest Trail. 


This trail led across the north- 
east corner of Monroe County, 
entering the northwest corner ot 
Bluff Creek township and taking 
a straight line to the northeast 
tip of Manuta township. These 
men were enroute to the Pembina 
settlements. 

These settlements were on a 


level expense of land in the Red 
River region, really in Canadian 
domain but shown on some maps 
as in South Dakota. 


This trek was made in the year 
1822. It is one of the first record- 
ed trips across Iowa, 


The Southwest Trail actually is 
a more scattered route taken by 
immigrants as they poured into 
Iowa from Burlington and Keokuk 
and ‘many ferries across the Mis- 
Sissippi river. 

Generally speaking immigrant 
trains. followed the Des Moines 
river to such places as Bentons- 
port, Keosauqua, Bonaparte, and 
other Des Moines River towns to 


replenish their supplies before 
venturing on westward to cross 
the mighty Missouri and the wide, 
dry prairie to the southwest, into 
the oil, cattle, and gold country. 

Monroe county again was.a na- 
tural entry way to the west, with 
a trading post at the door of the 
wide open spaces—the village of 
Eddyville. 

The Southwest Trail actually 
divided after it reached the Mis- 
souri river, and in some instances 
before that. 

As shown on Rand McNally 
maps the Southwest Trail enter- 
ed Monroe County on the east 
near Munterville and proceeded 
west to Albia. At Albia the trail 
turns in a southerly direction 
and passed through Centerville 
(formerly named Chaldea) and 
then to Trenton, Mo., and on to 
the far west. 


Kish-Ke-Kosh County Was Established 
In 1843, Formally Organized in 1845 


In 1843 the county now known 
as Monroe County was establish- 
ed and called Kish-Ke-Kosh Coun- 
ty. 


By interpretaiton of the Mesqua- 

kie tribe, the name means ‘‘a man 
with leg off’. Seemingly it was 
the custom of the squaw to name 
the new-born after the first thing 
she saw looking out of the door 
of her domicle. So it was that 
there was a Chief of the Mes- 
quakie Indians or early Ameri- 
cans who was named after “a 
man with one leg off” and who in 
turn had a county named after 
hin. 


The county. was organized for- 
mally in the late summer of 1845 
and after much delay and legal 
procedure the county seat of jus- 
tice was located and named. This 
was done by the Board of County 
Commissioners, duly appointed 
for this purpose and in accordance 


with the organizational functions - 


of the law of the Territory of 
Iowa. 


Three men _ constituted the 
Board, each from other organized 
counties and they were sworn to 
have no personal interests in fix- 
ing the location of a seat of jus- 
tice for said county. 


These men were James A. Galli- 
her, Jefferson County; E. S. Rand, 


Van Buren County; and Israel 


Kister, Davis County. 


There is enough evidence on 
hand to indicate that an original 
survey of the site of Princeton 
(now Albia) was made in 1845 by 
John Massey. However, some re- 
cords regarding this are lost. 


With the letter from the De- 
partment of Interior stating the 
patent was granted to Jesse Snod- 
grass, it might be well to call at- 
tention to the fact that in settling 
the land, portions of the plat 
changed hands. 


It is known that Jesse Snod- 
grass and his wife transferred a 
portion of the land to a Dr, Wal- 
ter Flint, an early settler of the 
town, who in turn transferred it 
to John Stevenson and others. 


It is possible that this trans- 
action gives rise to a story that 
John Stevenson owned a part of 
the ground selected as a townsite. 


In the process it would seem 
that in the five years this is what 
happened: 


The county was established in 
1843 and organized in 1845 and 
a townsite selected and laid out 
in the same year. Three years 
later a patent was issued for the 
entire one-quarter section. It was 
issued to Jesse Snodgrass who in 
turn transfered a part to Dr. Wal- 


ter Flint and he in turn transfer- 
red a part of his holding to John 
Stevenson. 


In 1848 also the County of Mon- 
roe paid to Snodgrass the sum 
of $220 for the site of the present 
court house. 


There has been found no re- 
cord of any of this site being 
in the possession of John Steven- 
son before he purchased it: from 
Dr, Flint. We do have a record of 
the Board of County Commission- 
ers granting permission to John 
Stevenson to use and place build- 
ings upon a portion of the town 
site of Princeton for a period of 
one year and at a time for three 
successive years. 


SETTLED IN 1843— 


James Hilton first settled in 
Monroe county in the spring of 
1843, at the time Indian tribes 
had agreed to vacate territory as 
far west as the western boundary 
of the county. 


ABOLITIONIST— 


Thomas Watson, who came to 
Monroe county in 1859, was an 
active abolitionist. At one time 
his home in Pennslyvania had 
been used as a station of the 
underground railroad. 
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Gray Was First Settler 


Many Firsts in Albia, Monroe County 
History Recorded from 1822 to Date 


Always in writing the history 
of any community the historian 
is concerned with firsts. The re- 
searchers checking records for the 
Albia Centennial came up with 
this list of firsts: 

The first trail across Monroe 
County was that of Dixon and 
McKnight in 1822. 

The first permanent settler in 
Monroe County was John B. Gray, 
who settled in Section 3, Pleas- 
ant township. 

The first Court House in Kish- 
ke-kosh County was the resi- 
dence of John Clark at Clarks- 
ville, 

The first court was 
Clarksville. 

The first election was held at 
tne home of Wareham G. Clark. 

The first post office was at 
Clarksville, established Jan. 14, 
1846. 

The first official postmaster in 
the county was Levi Dungan. 

The first sheriff of Kish-ke- 
kosh county was John Clark. 

The first justice of the peace 
was Wareham G. Clark. 

The first person authorized to 
carry mail in Monroe County was 
Wareham G. Clark. 

The first coal discovery in Mon- 
roe County was on Avery creek 
in 1861. 

The first white child born in 
Kish-ke-kosh county was Joan- 
na Boggs. (Earlier historians 
credited John §S, Gray, son of John 
B. Gray, with being the first white 
child born here, but later re- 
search disproves this.) 

The first owner of the site of 
Princeton (later re-named Albia) 
was Jesse Snodgrass. 

The first sale of a parcel of 
land in Princeton was to Dr. Flint. 

The first land bought by the 
county was the site of the pres- 
ent Court House. 

The first jail in Albia was built 
in 1848. 

The first school house in Albia 
was built one block south of the 
southwest corner of the square, It 
was built on the southeast corner 
of the intersection (later occu- 
pied by Smith Hospital) and fac- 
ed west. 

The first court house in Prince- 
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held at 


ton was on the east side of the 
square, just north of the alley on 
the site of the present  Illing- 
worth’s Jewelry. 


The first printing plant was in 
the old log court house on the 
east side of the square, 


The first store was set up by 
John Webb, a sort of general 
store to supply the bare necessi- 
ties. 

The first territorial road in 
Monroe County was from Albia to 
the fork of the Raccoon river with 
the Des Moines river. 


The first mail by stage came to 
Albia in 1853, with occasional 
trips at first and later a schedul- 
ed time and with regular delivery 
by a two-horse stage. 

The first mail out of the Prince- 
ton post office was cancelled 
“Monroe Centre.” This began May 
24, 1847 and continued to May 
31, 1848. Mail cancelled June 1, 
1848 was the first to bear the 
cancellation “Albia, Iowa.” 


The first drug store was locat- 
ed on the northeast corner of the 
square. 


The first telephone company to 
operate in Albia was the North- 
western Telephone Co., Grant M. 
Heiserman, manager. 


The first slaughter house was 
across the road west from the 
main entrance to the City Park. 
It was operated by Champ Mon- 
roe, who became Albia’s first 
meat wholesaler. 

The first Doctor of Osteopathy 
in Monroe County was Cary L. 
Nelson; his brother, Charles Q. 


Nelson, M. D., was the first Medi- 
cal Osteopath in the State of 
Iowa. 


The first marriage was that of 
Mary Searcy’ and Nelson Wes- 
coatt. The first death and burial 
was that of Mrs. Mary (Searcy) 
Westcoatt. 


The first time the name “‘Albia” 
was used in connection with any 
legal procedure was in the min- 
utes of the Board of County Com- 
missioners dated July 4, 1848. The 
location is given as “Albia.” The 
minutes refer to a road location. 
But Methodist . church records 
speak of the “Albia Mission” in 
August 1843. 

The first fair in the county was 
sponsored by the Monroe County 
Agricultural and Mechanical So- 
ciety. 


Albia District 13 
Office Since 1911 


District 13, United Mineworkers 
of America, headquarters was 
placed in Albia as a result of a 
close election in 1911. 


Four cities had support as sites 
for the headquarters—Des. Moines, 
Ottumwa, Oskaloosa and Albia. 

After the first vote Ottumwa 
was dropped from the list, having 
received less than 500 votes. 

On the second vote, Des Moines 
led with Albia a -close second. 
Oskaloosa received fewer than 
1,000 votes and was dropped. 

Albia was selected over Des 
Moines on the third vote by a 
majority of 343. 


Population 


Incorporated Places 


Monroe County Population Figures—1900 to 1950 


1900 1910 
Foster (a) .... 205 276 
Melrase ...... 400 459 
Povilla. ..4-0 ey 552 
Albies: cia 2889 4969 


1920 1930 1940 1950 
12 49 St ai 
450 417 451 310 
958 727 852 619 
5067 4425 5157 4838 


(a) Foster was disincorporated in 1934. 
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BRIGGS MOTOR CO. 


Albia, lowa 


Phone 33 


L. A. BRIGGS, President 


Bobby G. Belzer, Sales Manager 
Claude Bean, Salesman 
Kenneth R. Dutemple, Parts Manager 
Wm. Max Hiner, Asst. Parts Manager 
Icel Aitken, Accountant 


Henry Belzer, Shop Foreman 


Clair Caudill, Body Man 


SHOP MEN 
George Bricker - 
J. F. Gretten 
Carl E. McDonald 
Harold Thomas 
Oscar A. Vaal 
Edward Wilson 


Paul Woodard 
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For Finer Fabric and Smarter Style, the Best-Dressed Men in Town Demand 
Andover Clothes. They get the MOST for Their Money. 


ANDOVER CLOTHES, Inc., Chicago 7, Illinois 


y. “PREFERRED BY MILLIONS 
UNTON: MAL ADE. Dt FROM CANADA TO THE GULF” 


5 SMITH 


In Albia, Your 
Big Smith Dealer 
Is 


Williams Clothing Co. 
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High Flat Plateau 


Albia Name 


There Were Three Others 


Throughout the years residents 
of Albia and of Monroe County 
have wondered about the origin 
of the name Albia. 


This has been the subject of 
considerable research Over a pe- 
riod of time, since in 1848 the 
Post Office Department issued a 
cancellation stamp for the mail 
from this village. 

Recently information found in 
the Iowa Historical Research Li- 
brary in Des Moines indicates the 
name is of Celtic origin. In the 
language of the Celts the word 
means “high flat plateau.” The 
explanation states that the city 
was named Albia “because it was 
located on a high, gently undu- 
laing tract of prairie about two 
and one-half miles east of the 
geographical center of the coun- 
Ey se 

The language from which the 
name comes originated in West- 
ern Europe among the Gauls and 
Britons. Forms of Celtic are spok- 
en today in a province in France, 
in Wales, Ireland, and the Scot- 
tish Highlands. 


This information comes from a 
book called “The Student’s Prim- 
er,” published in 1875. The book 
is in the Iowa Historical Research 
Library, but is no longer in cir- 
culation because it is badly worn 
and its leaves are loose. 

Researchers have also discov- 
ered a listing of four communi- 
ties in varying locations in the 
Uniled States, all having’ the 
name Albia. 

Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gaz- 
eteer of the World, published 
shortly after the census of 1890, 
lists the four communities by the 
name of Albia: 

ALBIA—A Station in Indian Ter- 
ritory on the St. Louis and San 
Francisco railroad, 6 miles north- 
east of Vinita. 

ALBIA—A post-village of Mon- 
roe County, Iowa. 

ALBIA—A post-office of Wash- 
ington County, Kansas. 

ALBIA—A village of New York, 
suburb of Troy. 

Webster’s New International 
Dictionary, Second Edition, also 
gives the name ALBIAN and iden- 


22 


Francisco and the M.K.T. rail- 
roads but there is no indication 
of the survival of the name Al- 
bia. 

Troy, a city in Eastern New 
York, is the county seat of Rans- 
selar County but whether the 
name Albia still survives there 
as a name of a suburb has not 
been ascertained. ‘ 


From Celtic; 


tified it on a geological chart as 
a strata of earth belonging in 
one of the five great geological 


eras—the Mesozoic. The rock for- . ° 
mations bearing the name ALBI- City of Albia 
AN belong to the upper Cretac- POPULATION 
eous period and are found in 1847 - 1950 


England. 


$0070 oe oe, AEs Four Families 

Bresent: tegegrchers in  Albias! 18600. 0 oe ee 620 
Iowa have been unable to ascer- 1865 _._.....____ 941 
ini whether anyon: the’ “otter 7 1e78. 60. ea eo 1,631 
three, communities by the same 1975 ss wedeckdvccac cee 1,993 
Haimne, Tetedsoy Lippincott, are: 1666. 2. ee 2,435 
still in existence. TSB tte me iter 26 a 2,143 
Viashingion County; Kansnsivis  (18G0) 000. ee ee 2,359 
On the worunerns cage Of ' that. JP89s!) 2% 5 see ee 2,588 
statevand: bordersaNebraska. But. LISN0 22 eee ee re 2,889 
CUIrent FmaApss sive’ nowindication GEST °2 ter ee 4,969 
of any community of Albia. I 4 5 i a SEE ERE ae Bak 1 5,067 
Vinita wacahomarnas in .Craie L980 9. 2a ee 4,425 
County panumiswmstil a WinctiOnecc]S40) ~~ + 2. ge ee 5,157 
DOB woe THe SLa ONS And Same tLOoO \ oo . 2 oo een eee 4,838 


First Owner of Albia 


In doing research for the Albia Centennial, Clarence Q. 
Nelson wrote to the Department of Interior attempting to find 
who owned the original site of the City of Albia. 

The following letter was received: 


United States 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Washington 25, D.C. 
Eastern States Land Office 


Oct. 4, 1957, 
Mr. Clarence Q. Nelson, 
1442 Henderson, 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 

This will acknowledge your letter dated September 26th 
concerning patent information on a parcel of land in Mon- 
roe County, Iowa. 

The records in our office show the NW%, Section 22, 
Township 72, North, Range 17 West, Fifth principal meridian, 
patented to Jesse Snodgrass on February 1, 1848, under Cash 
14221 Fairfield and recorded in Volume 29, Page 107. 

The townsite records in our office fail to identify a Gov- 
ernment Townsite survey for the town of Princeton. The 
townsite survey by John Massey was apparently a private sur- 
vey of which we would not have a record. 

I hope this information meets your requirements. 


Sincerely yours, 
(s) Evelyn M. Tauhe, 
Chief, Status Unit. 
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ALBIA MOTOR C0. 


For the Largest Selection of New and Used 


Cars in Southern lowa 


WE SERVE ALL MAKES - COMPLETE BODY AND FENDER WORK 


Albia Motor Co. 


Buick - Pontiac - Cadillac - Rambler 


114 NORTH CLINTON 
ALBIA, IOWA 
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MONROE COUNTY 
MEDI@AL SOCIERY 


F.N. Bay, M. D. 
W.S. Chester, M. D. 
TEP Gutch, M. D. 
G. A. Jenkins, M. D. 
D.N. Orelup, M. D. 
epee sD. 


R. A. Smith, M. D. 
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Sawmill in 1845 


John Webb Had First Store in City; 
W. G. Clark Unofficial Mail Carrier 


In writing under this subject we 
of course ‘must begin with the 
settler and his activity. Inasmuch 
as the earliest settlers were con- 
cerned for the most part with 
their traps and the business of 
raising a crop of some kind for 
their own subsistence, it goes 
without saying one of the pur- 
suits was followed during the 
warmer months while the other 
was pursued in the fall and win- 
tertime. 


Thus it was with the Clarks. 
Wareham G. Clark would spend 
his winters trapping and take his 
pelts to Eddyville in exchange 
for supplies; it was on_ these 
trips that Clark was entrusted to 
carry the letters to his fellow 
settlers from this remote distri- 
bution point. 


Later when a_ postoffice had 
been established he was empow- 
ered to carry the mail officially 
to his home at Clarksville. Here 
it was collected and dispensed 
by Monroe.county’s first and un- 
official postmaster. 


In Albia it appears that John 
Webb opened the first store with 
a limited stock of goods to be 
placed for sale to the public. 


Albia in 1848 was chiefly a 
grass plot. The public park which 
contained that part of the square 
where the court house and lawn 
are now was a tangled mess of 
wild grass and shoestring willows, 
early historians tell us, John 
Marck and his family lived in a 
little frame house on the south- 
east corner of the square. Dr. 
Warrick lived in a small house 
about half way across the south 
side of the square. Ae we already 
know, the jail was built on a lot 
across the street north from the 
water office and on the adjoining 
lot on the north was the residence 
of A. C. Barnes, the first editor 
and publisher in Albia and Mon- 
roe county. 


On the west side of the square 
were the homes of the Park, Har- 
row and Buchanan families, while 
on the east side of the square 
stood the court house and_ the 
Scott Arnold home, This about 


covers the early business life in 
Albia, 


For the next decade Albia was 
growing and businesses were de- 
veloping much as most places of 
the time. By the end of the sec- 
ond decade Albia could give a 
very creditable account of her 
progress in the business world. 
Real estate transactions were 
very much in evidence at. this 
time inasmuch as the county seat 
was beginning to find itself on 
the market for enterprising men 
to get in ‘on the ground floor.’ 

A pioneer into the county was 
Wareham Grant Clark. Here is the 
record of a bill Wareham G. Clark 
made out for services he rendered 
to another settler; Clark was a 
handy man in many ways as is 
noted by the bill tendered. 

June ist and July, 1843 
W. G. Clark to J. H. Meyers, Dr. 
To driving team 15 days 

and half, at 37% cents 

per day 
To carrying chain one day .37% 
To John drove 10 days, 

HOCUS Pel aay . sacs. « 
To 3 lbs. beeswax 20 cts 

joe ele a Paine aiiane ate .60 
To splitting 300 rails, 50 


etomper OO a. were seca: 1.50 
To John cutting house- 

LOPS, A Vier a-Niess 20 
To chopping house-logs, 

2 days 75 cts per day .. 1.50 
To 4% days, getting out 

boards, 75 cts per day 3.37% 


To beeswax, $1.00 paid 
75 cts making balance . 20 
OF TSHOC IES Bie shes hs 1) 


The whole amount $18.91%4 

This is probably one of the first 

records we have of any business 
done in Monroe county. 


Nelson Westcoatt built the first 
sawmill, three miles west of what 
is now Albia, in the year 1845. 


Thomas Hickenlooper built the 
first grain mill in the county—a 
“corn-cracker” powered by a long 
sweep, worked by the men in the 
neighborhood. The Edwards’, 
headed by John Edwards, estab- 
lished a mill for grinding grain in 
Albia about 1867. Two disastrous 
fires, one in 1878 and another in 


1886, dogged the Edwards efforts. 
In 1886 the third mill was built 
and was the last flour mill in the 
locality. It was operated by four 
generations of the Edwards fam- 
ily and was sold to a former em- 
ployee in 1929. 


We have been informed that Eli 
DeTar and Josiah T. Young were 
early partners in a general mer- 
chandising store in Eddyville dur- 
ing the early 1850’s. DeTar later 
was engaged in the farm imple- 
ment business in Albia, after a 
brief period in the same line at 
Lovilia, 


In order that we do not forget 
some of the things that people 
speak of as ‘back in the good old 
days,’ we can compare prices as 
advertised in those times. For in- 
stance, The Racket Store, J. M. 
Shaw Proprietor, on the east side 
of the square, lists the following 
goods and prices: 


Legal mille eroeksi7 jee. oan .05 
Best grade Oil Cloth ...... Yd. 13 
Good envelopes—25 ......... .03 
Regular 20c Broom ......... 10 
Men's Cuff Buttanst. 35: sis 10 
Linen Table: Cleothsy oy. 6. des Aa)>) 


White Metal Teaspoons ..Set .10 
White Metal Tablespoons, Set .15 
200 yds. Spool Cotton, 3 spools .05 


Men’s good suspenders ...... 10 
Ladies gold waist pins . .6 for .25 
10c leather watch guards _.. .05 


3 pkgs. Pepsin chewing gum_~ .05 
Gold finger rings witha 

written guarantee to 

Wear 5: VOarsy eee oh Been se 39 


In another line of business, 
Clark Brothers, one-half block 
west of the northwest corner of 
the square, a business establish- 
ed in 1867, we find advertised at 


the turn of the century, farm 
items essential to the industry 
and always in demand. 
GOSTOOTALYOW Waves. Yeu $ 8.00 
Any make barb wire, per 

OOMUIS. Kien ease rien. eS 2.00 
Keystone corn planter .... 25.00 
Walking cultivator .. 10.00 
14” steel beam plow ...... 10.00 
Best sulky plows made, 

DG career Rates Sie ne $30 to $35 
Gear brake, 3? or 3%" 

NAVEL TRAN L secia aer veri 5 atest tae 50.00 
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Murders and Hangings 


Early History Marked by Violence, Crime 
With Vigilance Committee Very Active 


Although present-day residents 
of Albia and Monroe county like 
to think of their community as 
peaceful and law-abiding, there’s 
considerable evidence that such 
was not the case during the early 
' days. 

The winning of the west and of 
Monroe county was. accompanied 
by murders, hangings, horse steal- 
ing, and a variety of other crimes. 
Monroe county can write quite a 
chapter in its history when _ it 
comes to violence. 


It is reported that the first mur- 
der trial in the county was that 
of James Gordon. On the morn- 
ing of Sept. 29, 1854, it is alleged 
that he had used some offensive 
language to his sister. Thomas 
Arnold, Gordon’s step-father, or- 
dered him to leave the _ house. 
Gordon was reluctant to do so, 
whereupon Arnold seized his gun 
and attempted to drive him out. 


Gordon in retaliation stabbed 
him twice. Arnold died in a few 
hours and Gordon fled. He was 
overtaken by the sheriff and his 
posse, and was returned to Mon- 
roe county for trial. He was 
charged with ‘attempting to com- 
mit ‘murder’ and was released on 
$800 bail. | 


Pleading self-defense, he was 
acquitted. 


The alleged crime was commit- 
ted about five miles southeast 
of Albia, on a farm owned about 
the turn of the century by John 
Haller. 


Horse stealing was a crime not 
to be tolerated. A man named 
Clay stole a horse from Thomas 
Forster, who was residing a few 
miles west of Blakesburg. Fors- 
ter and a man by the name of 
Thayer, being members of the 
Monroe County Vigilance Com- 
mittee, tracked the thief into 
Missouri and captured him at 
Gallatin. Thayer started home 
with the prisoner, while Forster 
delayed, looking for his horse. 
Thayer had placed his prisoner on 
the animal Forster had ridden to 
Gallatin, with his feet bound to- 
gether underneath the horse. 

Approaching Albia near 
Coal Creek bridge, three 


32 


the 
miles 


southwest of town, two men 
sprang out of the underbrush and 
handed Clay a revolver. Hitting 
Thayer a murderous blow on the 
side of the face, Clay knocked 
him from his horse, and ‘made his 
Own escape. Clay seemed to have 
some rather close friends and ac- 
complices in the persons of Jake 
Hull, the Gibbons, Garrett Thomp- 
son and others. 


In September 1866 James Aus- 
tin, proprietor of a saloon and 
grocery on the south side of the 
square, shot and killed Thomas 
Davis. Provocation for this mur- 
derous assault was two glasses 
of beer. Austin pleaded self-de- 
fense and was acquitted. 


In November of this same year, 
two young men by the name of 
Wiley, living on Cedar Creek, had 
been indicted for cattle stealing. 
Handcuffed and chained togeth- 
er, they escape the custody of 
J. L. Duncan at whose home they 
were being guarded. They made 
their way during the night to 
Cedar Creek, after they had suc- 
ceeded in breaking the shackles. 
Secreted in a coal bank near the 
father’s farm, they were discover- 
ed by the elder Wiley who 
brought them to Albia and deliv- 
ered them over to the authori- 
ties. They received a six months 
penitentiary sentence. 


Accused of horse stealing, on 
the night of Sept. 21, 1868, Charles 
Brandon of Mahaska county was 
taken to the woods and hanged 
by a crowd of Vigilantes from 
Monroe county. An action was in- 
stituted in the courts in the sum 
of $10,000 against the lynchers by 
these men, Ruben Way, Daniel 
C. Gladson, Matthew Maddox, B. 
F. Deats, Lewis Maddox, William 
Martin, James Hoagland, George 
Neal and Wesley May. The sum 
of $800 was awarded as damages. 


Urbana township had its ups 
and downs in lawlessness, Liquor 
and horse and cattle thievery 
were not the only things that re- 
sulted in murder and bloodshed. 
On Aug. 5, 1869, the Gilmore Mill, 
(Thomas §. Hulligen was the 
proprietor) at the hamlet of Ur- 
bana was the scene of the fatal 


In 1866 


stabbing by George W. Wallace. 
Wallace and the engineer of the 
mill, Jeff Hawk, became em- 
broiled in an altercation. Wallace 
kicked Hawk in the face after 
which Hawk armed himself with 
a carpenter’s mallet. MHulligen 
interposed and ordered Wallace 
to leave the mill. When he refus- 
ed Hulligen seized Wallace and 
attempted to toss him through 
the door. 


Wallace stabbed Hulligen in 
the breast. This caused Hulligen 
to release his hold, and seizing 
a club hit Wallace a blow on the 
head, whereupon Wallace stab- 
bed Hulligen again. In retaliation 
Hulligen landed another blow 
with his club. 


Hulligen died a few hours lat- 
ter. The murderer escaped, but 
was soon captured. Tried on a 
charge of murder in the first 
degree, he received a seven-year 
sentence in the _ penitentiary, 
where he served out the term. 

It seems that the years fol- 
lowing the Civil War were mark- 
ed by lawlessness and mob rule. 
two notorious’ horse 
thieves—Ross and Mann — were 
sentenced to the penitentiary at 
Ft. Madison for their nefarious 
raids. The former was sent up for 
five years and the latter was 
sent for two years. 


The reign of terror was not 
only affecting Monroe county but 
adjoining counties as well. Lynch- 
ings and horse thievery seem to 
go hand in hand. In 1866 the ad- 
joining counties also had exper- 
ienced the dread of organized 
outlaws, whose operations had 
extended into Illinois, southern 
Iowa and Missouri. 


Monroe county Vigilantes had 
lynched Garrett Thompson in 
June of that year for his part in 
the horse thievery that had over- 
run the country. Coming into the 
country at the close of the Civil 
War,.he and others of a gang 
became active in the guerrilla 
‘movement on the Missouri bor- 
der. The gang was so well or- 
ganized that civil authorities 
were unable to capture them, or 
even bring them to justice after — 
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GREATER CASH SAVINGS AND THE BETTER FOOD BUYS 
ARE YOURS AT 


YOUR NEW UNITED FOOD MARKET 


CALL ON > 


For 
Heating -- Air Conditioning 


25 YEARS OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, » 
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they had been successfully ar- 
rested by the Vigilantes. This 
prompted the law-abiding citizen- 
ry to despair of getting convic- 
tions and they finally resorted to 
the law that was left to mete 
out the justice due, 


Many raids were made by horse 
thieves. There were robberies 
in the night, and other depreda- 
tions that made it almost impos- 
sible for the law abiding to con- 
done, With this series of lawless 
goings on the Vigilance commit- 
tee decided to make a systemat- 
ic hunt for the culprits. It was 
decided that they would start out 
in every direction and ride for two 
days searching for any clues 
that would appear. If any pre- 
sented itself they would continue 
to follow until a capture had been 
made. 


One squad of searchers struck 
the trail -between -Albia and 
Blakesburg, where they followed 
it into Van Buren county. There 
it became lost. Garrett Thomp- 
son, living about four miles. west 
of Blakesburg, became the object 
of suspicion. Thompson was ab- 
sent when the horses were stolen, 
but returned a week later with 
a new wagon. Conflicting stories 
about his possession of the wag- 
on proved his undoing. His daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Ellen Ellis, in company 
with Harrison Gibson, had stolen 
a wagon from a man by the name 
of Bone. This wagon was tracked 
to the residence of a Mr. McWil- 
liams, in Missouri. 


Thompson was taken into cus- 
tody by the Vigilance Committee 
and was arrested as were Thomas 
Smith, Harrison Gibson, John 
Hull, Hiram Hull, and two Hill 
brothers, of Wapello county. 
Thompson was arrested near 
Blakesburg while attempting to 
make his way to Missouri. Smith 
was arrested the same night in 
Albia. 


Thompson was brought to Albia 
and was guarded by Sheriff Mc- 
Donald. The court room _ scene 
‘was one that gave air to an im- 
pending crisis. During the cross 
examination of the defendant, 
the room began to fill with spec- 
titors, 


Noting that certain arrivals 
were bent on a definite purpose, 
the Sheriff sprang to his feet, 
drew a large revolver, and or- 
dered the crowd to stand back. 
At this time Thompson began to 
shout his innocence, saying that 


if they hanged him they would 
be hanging an innocent man. 


Undaunted by the sheriff, and 
the plea of the prisoner, they 
seized Thompson and made way 
to the waiting wagons at the fair- 
grounds (where Dr. T. FE. Gutch’s 
residence now stands). The mob 
enroute on foot was commanded 
to “fall in” by the Sheriff. Some 
of them obeyed the order, and a 
small posse was. organized to 
pursue and rescue the prisoner 
from the mob, 

One of the possessors of the 
prisoner, a pugnacious individual, 
noting the plan being formuated, 
ran back and charged the posse. 
Another, a member of the rescu- 
ing party, engaged the pugnaci- 
ous individual, This attracted the 
attention of the rescuing party 
and for the time being the pris- 
oner was forgotten. 

During this interim the prison- 
er was loaded into a wagon and 
was enroute to a spot on Avery 
Creek. 

The ones who sought speedier 
justice pitched a tent in the 
woods about six miles southeast 
of Albia. Messengers were dis- 
patched to every direction to 
summon the people and the other 
prisoners were brought and were 
guarded very closely. About 500 
people had assembled by noon of 
the following day. An improvised 
court was set up on the grounds 
under an elm tree. A. chairman 
was appointed and a jury Select- 
ed. A marshal was chosen. He ex- 
cluded all boys and persons of 
suspicious character from. the 
ground, He was instructed to pre- 
serve order and to prohibit pro- 
fane or boisterous language. 

The jury was then called and 
the witnesses and the prisoner 
brought forward, After the case 
had been thoroughly aired, the 
jury retired, and after careful de- 
liberation returned a verdict of 


“horse stealing and other out- 
rages — viz., house-burning and 
murder.” 

The foreman arose and in a 


loud voice announced the ver- 
dict to the throng. 

A motion was then made that 
“Garrett Thomson be hanged by 
the neck until dead.” An amend- 
ment was offered by a motion, 
that the prisoner be simply tar- 
red and feathered. This amend- 
ment was finally withdrawn, and 
the original motion carried out 
with but a single dissenting vote. 

A committee was appointed to 


notify the defendant of the sen- 
tence. He was given twenty min- 
utes to confess or to make any 
statement, He refused to divulge 
anything and the time was ex- 
tended to forty minutes, Still re- 
fusing to confess, he seemed to 
be of the impression that the 
crowd was trying to frighten him. 
After a rope had been secured to 
a branch of a tree, and a wagon 
had been wheeled beneath it he 
still thought it a ruse to frighten 
him into a confession. 


At this point the prisoner was 
ordered to get into the wagon. 
Failing to comply,. the crowd 
lifted him into the wagon, where 
a goods box had been placed and 
he was told to mount it. Upon his 
refusal one of the men stepped 
bruskly forward and in no uncer- 
tain terms told him to “get up 
and die like a man.’ He was 
placed on the box and a member 
of the Vigilantes adjusted the 
noose, Still exhibiting no anxie- 
ty, he hoped for release at the 
last moment. 


One of the more devout mem- 
bers of the crowd offered a fer- 
vent prayer for the soul to be 
launched into eternity. At this 
point he began to sense the grav- 
ity of the situation. and asked 
for a little more time, saying he 
would try to divulge something. 
The time having expired, the oth- 
er prisoners were brought for- 
ward, and placed in front of the 
gallows. Not knowing who might 
be the next, the wagon was push- 
ed from under the tree, and while 
it was in motion, the doomed 
man clinging to it with his toe- 
tips, muttered that he had killed 
one man. 

With this upon his lips, the 
Missourian dropped with a thud. 
The other prisoners were with- 
drawn and the crowd dispersed. 
A few remained to assist the son 
and wife to lift the body into 
their wagon. This being done the 
wife and son drove off toward 
Eddyville, vowing vengeance on 
the citizens. The other prisoners 
were released. 

Tom Smith had turned State’s 
evidence and this saved his neck. 
Smith was a Monroe county sol- 
dier, and had friends among the 
soldiers who had known him to 
be an inoffensive man, Because 
of this: fact and their influence 
he escaped the doom meted out 
to Thompson. Admitting his com- 
plicity in horse stealing he said 
for two years he did nol know he 
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was handling stolen horses. Smith 
spent the remainder of his life in 
Albia and regained the respect 
and confidence of the community. 


In June 1866 a note was present- 
ed at a meeting of the Vigilance 
Committee incriminating two Ap- 
panoose county men living near 
Orleans near the state line. Three 
were detailed to go and arrest 
the two men—David Marvey and 
John Foster. Following instruc- 
tions they went to the vicinity 
of Orleans, and learned that two 
men were seen riding suspicious 
looking horses near Drakesville. 


The men were arrested, and 
twenty more of the citizens of 
Davis county offered to escort 
the men with their captives to 
Monroe county. A rain threatened 
and the prisoners were billeted 
in private residences under guard 
until the next morning. 


After deliberation, it was de- 
cided that a committee of three 
wait upon the prisoners separate- 
ly, and receive any confessions 
which they might be induced to 
make. After being assured that 
they would be dealt with by due 
process of law should their con- 
fessions be clear and plausible. 

They confessed to the stealing 
of some twenty or thirty horses 
and several hundred sheep. They 
were turned over to the sheriff 
of Davis county as was a copy 
of their confessions. It was at 
this meeting that a member sug- 
gested that one of the men ar- 
rested with Thompson be ques- 
tioned about a purchase of a 
quantity of nitric acid. Confes- 
sion brought to light the fact 
that the acid had been given to 
Garrett Thompson who had used 
it in disguising the identity of a 
couple of horses. The horses 
were recovered and the confessor 
was released. 

The Vigilance Committee was 
ever on the alert and was a ma- 
jor factor in the stamping out 
of crime in early days in the 
county. The population gener- 
ally was on the side of law and 
order and lawbreakers knew that 
every means would be brought 
into play against crime, however 
well organized. 

On the night of November 6, 
1883, the murder of Chris Mc- 
Allister, a farmer living ncar 
Blakesburg, in Wapello county, 
led to one of the most sensation- 
al lynchings in the state. Months 
after the tragic event no clue 
had been discovered. As in all 
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such cases suspicion began to 
take form and attach itself to a 
married man about forty years 
of age by the name of Pleas An- 
derson, who lived on a farm in 
Urbana township. His remarks to 
neighbors coupled with his 
strange actions 
strengthen suspicions. 


Anderson had not too savory 
a reputation. Shooting scrapes 
had become common among 
them and his reputation for hav- 
ing participated in them was 
known across the southern tier 
of counties. On June 8, 1883, he 
and his brother William were ar- 
rested on a charge of complicity 
in the murder of McAllister, on 
an information sworn out by L. 
T. Stewart of Blakesburg. 


The evidence against William 
seemed insufficient for holding 
him and he was released. Pleas, 
upon examination, was shown to 
be sufficiently guilty and was 
held to await action by the grand 
jury. Both had been held in the 
Ottumwa jail. 


Pleas was indicted for murder 
in the first degree, at the next 
term of the District Court. His 
attorneys secured a change of 
venue to Mahaska county. An- 
derson was arraigned in court at 
Oskaloosa Dec. 13, 1883, and in- 
dicted on the charge of mur- 
der in the first degree. 

The trial lasted for more than 
a week, a long and tedious or- 
deal, but he was acquitted. An- 
derson returned to his home in 
Urbana township and about the 
same time his residence was con- 
sumed by fire. Without shelter 
he moved in with his father-in- 
law, Fielding Barnes, about two 
miles southwest of Blakesburg. 
Anderson acted in an insolent 
manner toward his neighbors and 
especially to those who had wit- 
nessed against him. The night 
before the murder of McAlister, 
Anderson had shot into the house 
of S. G. Finney, a neighbor. He 
was indicted for this act by the 
Monroe county grand jury, at its 
fall term, but after a long delay, 
he was tried and acquitted. 

On Dec. 29, 1884, five men re- 
siding in Monroe county, went to 
the home of Fielding Barnes, 
where Pleas Anderson and _ his 
family were residing. They se- 
ereted themselves in the barn, 
and when Barnes and Anderson 
came to the barn to feed the 
stock for the evening, they cov- 
ered them with revolvers. Ander- 


tended to 


son was seized and- driven in a 
sled to Blakesburg and from 
there to Prairie school house, two 
miles east of Blakesburg. En 
route the mob informed the peo- 
ple along the way that Anderson 
would be tried for the murder 
of McAllister. 


About 9 o’clock that evening a 
crowd of about 100 people had 
gathered, and was called to or- 
der by the leader of the Vigilance 
Committee. A jury of eight was 
appointed to determine the pun- 
ishment to be meted out to the 
prisoner. Shortly after the ver- 
dict had been rendered, eight 
men disguised in old quilts and 
blankets filed into the room, sur- 
rounded Anderson, and one of 
them picked up a rope laying on 
the floor. He placed it around 
the prisoner’s neck. Thus he was 
led out, loaded into a sled and 
driven to the locality where the 
murder had been committed. 


Arriving at McAllister’s place 
the sled was driven under a large 
tree and the rope passed over a 
limb. Anderson was then lifted 
upon a spring seat, facing the 
door where McAllister was mur- 
dered, and was given a few mo- 
ments to talk. Protesting his in- 
nocence, and requesting that his 
boots be removed, and that some 
one tell his wife to keep the chil- 
dren together and do the. best 
they could. The sled was then 
driven from under him, leaving 
him hanging, until the next 
morning when his body was seen 
by a passing mail carrier from 
Ottumwa. ; 

The body was frozen stiff when 
cut down. Many of the lynching 
party were later apprehended 
and brought before the grand 
jury, but were released unpun- 
ished, 

Hiteman, a Monroe county coal 
town, one of the most law abid- 
ing communities in the state. The 
scene of the one blot in its his- 


tory and is told by those who 


knew the circumstances as well 
as the results and the effect it 
had on the community. 

March 22, 1893, Lewis Frazier, 
a German living between Car- 
bonada and Oskaloosa came to 
the home of W. H. Smith in 
Hiteman, to see his wife, a sister 
of Mrs. Smith. Frazier sought to 
have his wife return home with 
him or to give him custody of 
their two children. A quarrel en- 
sued. 

Mrs. Smith took up the quar- 
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KENNETH GEYER, Owner 


LEWIS FUNERAL HOt 


and 


AMBULANCE SERVICE 
ALBIA, IOWA 


Thank You-- 


To the advertisers, to the purchasers of this Centennial Book, and to all 
who have helped make Albia’s Centennial the success it has been. 


ALBIA CENTENNIAL CORPORATION 


Munn and Gassaday 
CO., INC. Albia 


OF ALBIA Chamber of Commerce 


510 North Main Phone 393 


WILLIAM RULLMAN, Manager Organized 1948 


Organized in 1950 Member United States 
BULK AND BOTTLED GAS AND Chamber of Commerce 
APPLIANCES 
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BOYD SMART 


Representing 
State Bond & Mortgage Co. 


Home Office, New Ulm, Minnesota 


Accumulative and Investment 
Certificates 
and 
Mutual Fund Dealer 
for 
Broad Street Investing Corp. 
National Investors Corp. 
Whitehall Fund, Inc. 


LOYCENE’S 
Albia Floral Co. 


2 North Clinton Phone 3 


SAY IT WITH FLOWERS 


Albia Light & Rail 


ALBIA, IOWA 


Your Electric Company 


Coady 
Plumbing & Heating 


Youngstown Appliances 
Dempster Farm Water Systems 
Armstrong Monogram Furnaces 


PHONE 208 


Albia, lowa 


DR. J. J. BATES 
Dentist 


Albia, Iowa Phone 132 
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Early Day Manufacturing 


First Albia Manufacturing Was 1871; 
Brick, Farm Equipment, Phones Here 


In the earlier days of history 
. Albia and Monroe county had a 
number of manufacturing plants. 
Some of them existed over a pe- 
riod of years, others for a short 
time. But all played their part in 
the development of the communi- 
ty. 

Perhaps the first industry in 
Albia was the Exchange Manu- 
facturing Company. The articles 
of incorporation for this firm were 
filed Oct, 23, 1871 and disclosed 
its purpose as “dealing in and 
manufacturng woolen and other 
cloths and ‘material.’ One cannot 
say whether or not this was the 


rel, whereupon Frazier stabbed 
her fatally. She died in about 
20 minutes. Frazier fled, but was 
captured about four miles from 
Hiteman on the same day. The 
officers and their prisoner were 
overwhelmed by about 100 men 
from the mines, and Frazier was 
hanged on a tree in Hiteman on 
the same day as the murder. 


In February 1880 occurred the’ 


first strike in the history of the 
coal industry in Monroe County. 
The miners working the Albia 
Coal Company mines at Cedar 
Creek were out on strike and 
Henry Miller, president of the 
company, conceived the idea of 
working the mine by using Ne- 
groes from Missouri. Unskilled in 
the art of mining they learned 
rapidly and as the wage was 
conducive to a better living than 
they enjoyed, they were less in- 
clined to place their employer’s 
interests in jeopardy by strikes. 

The white miners finding their 
places taken by the colored, as- 
sumed a threatening attitude to- 
ward them and bloodshed was 
averted only by the presence of 
a company of militia stationed 
in Albia, appeared upon the 
scene to repress any outbreak. 
On February 21, the white strik- 
ers fired upon the strikebreakers 
who returned the fire but fortu- 
nately none of the shots found its 
mark and no one was hurt, This 
was the introduction of the col- 
ored miners in the mines in Mon- 
roe county, 


woolen mill that occupied the old 
log court house on the east side 
of the square, We do know that 
at that time woolens and flax 
products were the standard ma- 
terials for clothing and other pur- 
poses. 


The Krotz Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Frederick, Iowa, was an- 
other early firm, incorporated 
Dec. 2, 1892. This firm was formed 
“to make paving brick and fire 
brick stoneware, sewer pipe, terra 
cotta, all kinds of common and 
ornamental ware made of stone, 
clay and shale.” The _ products 
produced by this industry are not 
known, nor is it known just how 
long the industry operated. 


Another incorporation was made 
Aug. 17, 1894 by S. W. Smallwood 
and A. R. Jackson. The articles of 
incorporation named the firm the 
lowa Pipe Company at _ Albia, 
Iowa, and stated that “the busi- 
ness of this corporation shall be 
to manufacture pipes.” The kind 
of pipes is not ‘mentioned. 


Perhaps one of the larger man- 
ufacturing plants to be establish- 
ed was the Western Manutfactur- 
ing Company. This firm incorpo- 
rated Jan. 23, 1895, for “the pur- 
pose of manufacturing, purchas- 
ing and otherwise acquiring hay 
stackers, rakes, and other ma- 
chinery for handling hay, also for 
the purpose of ‘manufacturing 
force pump, lift pump, and _ all 
other singular pumps of whatso- 
ever kind and description, and 
generally engaged in the manu- 
facturing business...” 


Many of the Monroe county 
residents of today can remember 
using some of this equipment 
while working in the hay fields. 

The plant was destroyed by a 
fire. 

As it was a corporation which 
required a vote of nine-tenths of 
the stockholders to remove the 
plant from Albia and the fire left 
nothing to be removed, the plant 
was rebuilt in Ottumwa _ where 
manufacturing operations were 
resumed for a time. 

Another early day plant in Al- 
bia was the Albia Canning Com- 


pany. The jncorporators on June 
5, 1894, included E. W. Byers, Ed 
Canning, John R. Duncan, A. A. 
Mason, J. C.. Robinson, John Fos- 
ter, J. S. Moon, Max Loeb, C. W. 
Smallwood, C. C. Atcheson and 
John Carhart. 


The plant was located in the 
east part of Albia near the Iowa 
Central Depot. The machinery 
carried the cans in endless lines 
to men with _ soldering irons. 
Women stripped the skins off the 
ripe fruit and the tomatoes were 
scalded and cooked in huge vats. 


The tomatoes were grown in 
this area and in the fall, after the 
frosty nights had come, it was 
announced that anyone who 
wanted the tomatoes could have 
them for the picking—two bas- 
kets for the factory and one for 
the picker. So many families 
had their own plentiful supply of 
home canned tomatoes. 


Fire also FSAGAT AY ' 


SCHOOL TAXES— 


Schoo] taxes levied in 1859 in 
Monroe county were: Bluff Creek 
township district: one mill for 
teachers, one-half mill for con- 
tingent fund, and ten _ mills 
school house tax in sub-district 
5; Union township: two mills for 
teachers, one and three-fourths 
mills for contingent funds; Cedar: 
two mills for teachers, 10 mills 
for school house purposes in sub- 
districts 2, 3, 4 and. 6; Wayne: 
five mills; Troy: one-half mill; 
Mantua: three-eights mill; Ur- 
bana: one mill for teachers; Jack- 
son: five mills for repair and fur- 
nishing schoolhouses. 


ALBIA RAILROAD— 


Russell Sage, a new York fi- 
nancier, and Colonel Francis M. 
Drake, former governor of Iowa 
from Centerville, were active in 
the operation of the “Centreville, 
Moravia and Albia_ Railroad.” 
This line was later controlled. by 
Iowa Central until 1910 and most 
recently was an electric interur- 
ban freight line controlled by 
Iowa Southern Utilities Company, 


39 


nae 
TVS E en 


on. ao e1toisioqsooni eAT wn 
63 ay8 Wo bebulonl )eer | 
A.A eooud fl arol x ninned 
-eg7 stot adenidoll . 1 woasM 
WO deal «aM oom .2..) to! 
baa foreintA 2 0 ,bheowliem? 
Jiatad sneak 


aif ai Beincol enw smoiq ont 
awol oe) 1690 BIdLA lo Weg dees 
yionidoam odT Joget imine 


aonil gzaibns, oi engg of? Setmas ~ 
ftiw nom of 


énow yniiohloe 
on? Po enite of} bDoqqhite nomoWw 


eww s0lemo) St De TMT Sgit” 


2isv sgui nt badoos bas bob!ave 


mi awerg Stew goolamol guil 
og tolte fla} edi nj bre 2918 isis 
sow Yi savoo bart eidgia yteor? 
omw antogsa ian) beonvonas 
syed bivod esolsmiol? adi bolasw 
ead Gwi—galdsig ont Wo) mort 
107 otto bra yxOIDLY, Idd qol eloK 
edilimat vase of gwdeld 4c 
jo vigaque lstiinslg nwo Med) ha 
@2ctarnre: berines Smo 


pb sig EOM bovowlwob oa ul 
et | 


omGZXAT LOO0HI2 

mi Get wi beivol sexe) joorio® 
yom>D Yiuld :ew ylauoe soinci 
1 lim sdoiwelb qidanwod 
-@o 92 lim Uar-eno 2torlosel 
iis ood ew ,dnut Inognti 
jotjdaib-dee ol Xe) eevor floorios 
10) ailirn aw) :qitanwold nolan <2 
2tiwol-evwt!. Das ono erotioass 
tisbe? jebrut jevgatiac 10) alll 
stim Of .crsdoped 702. cilitn.. ows 
-ai2 i eezoqwg sevpord loorog 11 
ronvyeW 3 ban > £& RR edolieib 
‘Hira Ynd-one :yorT . sellin vil 
aU :iim eldyie-sowls iavineM 
-4964 szxsrioae) 10} yirn ono : Brad 
“31 bus ti6gor 10} ellis OVE ioe 
eseyonioodos giirtzin 


efia 


—-CROHIAR AIZIA 


“Ht AioY won & 1902. ilozeul |» 
MM zionesT lnaoleD tee’ jotnet 


a2wel to yor vog tomo} »~Axawd 
i svifos si9w vilivielaeD mor) 
olltvguaed" on! to noliareqo 943 
“brovlod sidiA bon eivewM 
vt bollounes wiyl gow gall eitT 
Jean bets Oret u imiasd pwol 
“wiolal ofiosio as e¢aw yiineo1 


er ee oe vay aft Wagan PR ed? mere igh 
’ Lin * 


si9H esno 


ae — 


ve GE « 
hie ¥ 


C= 
_ 


-usg voslI0 bas ynidjolo 10} nee | 


ie dle: are casks —% 3 _ 


i 


fom é ’ _ aee0g iF 
“oD yal . vont 
+t 2aw BWOl to yt 
belsioqiosns ao 
bono? caw mil 2 Sod aah 
sit Boe xolsd. ape oo” 
anal oqiq 19wee S1Hwenols 
“bad wb tatOS TO ubols tha Vai 


nose lo obam ofw iainomento 
eoubory “srt ““olada baa ya” 
Jou o12 YWeubal eictt yd booubony, 
won tzu, awosd tai 100 ,awensl 
‘botavwege yveohai of) gnof 


sham cow soijeroqwoni 194i 
hoowlinme W'S yvdepess #1 . 

lo. etluidus ofT noedsal 3A Bae) 
oil) mri odd somo acing t 
idA Is yosqmod eqit avwot 
-eud oS” jai bolete bas wol 
od linite moiteioiyioo zit to anen 


bald efT “.eeqgiq etisieclyagm 1 
ondiiner: Jon ef goyig “le 


-ftam eQiei orld to one eqadied 
~felldalze od of einala gulwionliu 
“UNOS eM mel ol) ew be, , 
gionit aut ett ynsgqmod gal 
~“wq off’ 192 203r £8 al beni 
-estiomug .giiwiosiudaem jo ecg 
yeu gabivpoa sziwiedio bie gai 
-si 10ic baa soda: e1slogie 
vot costs .ved gritbaad vor yrIaiits 
Bahwionlunsaor jo sazoqwg st 
is bos qed Sl qineq vel | 
-ceionw to eqinag wluygale vile 
hus colkyieoh baw build dave’ 
-unaent wit al bogagris ylornsyg 
ie Ae By i sanwyoal 


Wnves sommeM | sdf lo youn 
idmeme aBd \airas do etn 
inem@inps alti?’ Yo eae 
ebieit. yen ox? Gl yablow alldw. ot 
a yd Beyovesh caw Bly wir aan 


od! eow gid) som 1@ 19todw yma | 


dolaw nolisroqroo 8 Limkaee aA” Mees 
10 attine)-enin lo olov s 
ee ever a) 


siady aw 
sevqo. 


qd beliovinos onil sdgtoit aad -fA al Inelq yah 
Cbaqened 29K mroriuo® svrol — -nioDd . 
wt Nae pete” = ple ye Ge genre ee “oe 628 | | pe) play omy - 


On East Side of Square 


Log Court House Was First Building 
Constructed on Princeton Town Site 


Present-day residents of Albia 
and Monroe county have been 
unable to find definitely records 
of the first building to be con- 
structed within the limits of the 
town of Princeton (now Albia). 


The County Commissioners’ au- 
thorized John Massey to make 
the survey laying out the origi- 
nal town-site in 1845. 


The first building of which one 
can be definite was that of the 
Court House which was located 
on the east side of the square in 
the spot where the Illingworth 
Jewelry store is now located, Lot 
8, Block 5, Princeton. 


The Board of Commissioners, 
Smith Judson, William McBride, 
and Andrew Elswick met Aug. 17, 
1846, to arrange plans for the 
first Court House. It was to be 20 
feet square, 14 feet high, of hewn 
logs, seven inches thick and to be 
hewn on two sides. 


The cracks between the logs 
were to be no more than three 
inches wide at the corner. The 
root was to be clapboards three 
feet in length and nailed to the 
rafters hewn on one side. 


Gable ends were to be weather 
boarded in the prevailing archi- 
tecture of the period. 

The architect was placed under 
$160 bond to secure completion 
by Sept. 25. The contract was 
awarded Job Rogers. The Board 
of Commissioners met in extra 
session Aug. 18 to consider plans 
and proposals for chinking and 
daubing the Court House and the 
transaction of other matters of 
importance. 

When the court house was fi- 
nally completed, the contractor 
was paid for the job, a total of 
$75. 

During its years the structure 
had many uses. It served as a 
dwelling for one of the first fam- 
ilies, it was the officé and housed 
the printing plant of one of the 
early newspapers, it served as a 
factory, (It was used as a Court 
House for 12 or more years.) 

Some writers say that the logs 
were split into boards to be used 
as a sidewalk around the square. 

Another early building in 
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Princeton was the log jail, located 
just one block north of the north- 
east corner of the square. It was 
on Lot 5, Block 6 of the town of 
Princeton. 


The Board of Commissioners 
began canvassing the question of 
a county jail and in April, 1848, 
arrangements were made to build 
the structure, 16 feet square. The 
walls, loft and floor were to be 
composed of hewn logs one foot 
square. There was to be one 
window, 14 x 16 inches, to be se- 
cured with suitable fastenings. 
The contract was awarded to 
Doster Noland and Alpheus Mil- 
ler, The cost was $174. 


4 
One black north of the north- 
west corner of the square (across 
the street west of the present 


’ Clark Hotel) the First Methodist 


Church was built. A frame struc- 
ture 35 x 45 feet in size with one 
door facing east, the windows 
were filled with small panes of 
glass and the seats and pulpit 
corresponded to the plain style 
of architecture of the day. 

The church as completed in 
1850. 


Following the church, school, 
court house, jail and the then 
few residences the town was laid 
out with a public park, later to 
become the square. This was in 
the south central part of the then 
platted Princeton. 


We find in an earlier history of 
Monroe County, written by Frank 
Hickenlooper, a story of the erec- 
tion of some of the early resi- 
dences in Monroe County. He de- 
scribes the erection of the house 
of his grandfather, Thomas Hick- 
enlooper, built in 1848 or 1850. 


“In the crowd there were al- 
ways men who were locally fa- 
mous as good cornermen, i.e., 
men who could carry up the cor- 
ner of a log house with more skill 
than others. One of these was 
selected for each of the four, and, 
as might be supposed, vied with 
the other in a contest of skill. 

“When the writer’s (Hicken- 
looper’s) grandfather’s house was 
erected the prospective occupant 
of the structure offered a prem- 
ium of a bushel of potatoes to the 


‘cornerman’ doing the best job. 
Alan White bore off the prize, 
though Lewis Arnold came in as 
a close second. 


“This house was a large two- 
story house. It was then sided 
with lumber hauled ‘from the 
river’ and skirted with two ver- 
anda and all painted white. It 
was one of the largest edifices 
in the neighborhood and its own- 
er, in consequence of a kind of 
baronial homage accorded him 
by his neighbors through a ven- 
eration for the size of the house, 
and the number of chimneys, 
elected him squire and his son, 
Charles, constable which emolu- 
ments they shared for several 
years. The house is still (1896) 
standing, and when remodeled 
a few months ago the huge 
square logs were found to be as 
firm as when they were placed 
in position nearly forty years 
ago; but the ‘cornermen’ are all 
long since dead. 

“When the house was raised 
and the puncheon floor laid, the 
festivities were concluded by a 
bid dance or “ball” as the emi- 
nently respectable tone of the 
pioneer dance was entitled to be 
termed. It was a thoroughly cul- 
tivated and respective affair and 
was very different from many of 
the public dances of the present 
day.” 


Same Numbers 


Checking the first telephone 
directory for the City of Albia 
with the directory for March 
1959, one finds two business 
places with the same telephone 
numbers they had more than 
60 years ago. 

The first directory listed the 
telephone number of the M. W. 
Duncan Book Store as 91. That’s 
the same number used today 
by Duncan’s Book Store. 

The first directory listed the 
telephone number for Max Loeb 
Clothing Store as 48. That's 
the telephone number for 
Loeb’s today. 
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J. C. PENNEY CO. 


Clothing Needs 
For the Entire Family. 


SHOES — PIECE GOODS — DOMESTICS 


Always First Quality 


ll Service Station 


Albia, lowa 


Betis & Cral 


CHARLES BETTIS, 28 YEARS IN SAME LOCATION. 


Pretty As a Picture 


And for close to half a century Iowa Cleaners has 
been keeping its favorite people pretty as a picture. 

For more than 45 years there’s been a cleaning 
establishment in our present building and for more 
than 40 years it has gone by the name of Iowa Clean- 
ers. 
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Unitec 
Telephone Company of lowa 


A SALUTE TO 


The Monroe County Hospital and its excellent staff for the fine medical 


care they have given the residents of Monroe County, 


and the physicians and surgeons of Monroe County for their concern 
and their care over a long period of years, 


and the druggists of Monroe County for their health service to the 
people of their community, 


And Our Congratulations 
And Best Wishes to the People of Albia 
And Monroe County as You Celebrate 


This Centennial Year. 


J. W. EDGERLY & CO. 
WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS 


Ottumwa, lowa 


Starting Second Century of Service 
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Phone Service for Albia 
Covers a 50-Year Period 


Albia has had over: half a cen- 
tury of telephone service. 

The Monroe County News re- 
ported in its issue of May 13, 
1897 the visit of Judge H. G. 
Norton of Princeton, Mo., presi- 
dent of the Grand River Tele- 
phone Co., and E. T. Keim of 
Minneapolis, General Agent for 
the Northwestern Telephone Co. 


Mayor W. K. Hardenbrook took 
the gentlemen on a tour of Al- 
bia and they were impressed with 
what they saw. 

Plans for a new _ telephone 
company included an agreement 
by the subscribers to use the 
service for a five-year term. The 
rate for residence service was to 
be $1.50 a month, payable at the 
close of the month. Poles were 
to be ordered immediately and 
il was hoped to have the ex- 
change working by July 1 and 100 
telephones contracted for it. 


The visitors made comparisons 
with rates in other communities 
and said business rates were us- 
ually $48 per year while residen- 
tial rates were usually $24 to $35 
a year. They also offered to sell 
at a reasonable price to the city 
if it at any time wanted to buy. 


An ordinance passed Jan. 14, 
1898, gave the right of way to 
this Northwestern Telephone Co. 
This ordinance was signed by W. 
K. Hardenbrook, mayor, and T. J. 
Baird, City Clerk, and was rati- 
fied by the voters at a municipal 
election March 28, 1898. 

The Western Telephone Com- 
pany — Albia Exchange, issued 
the following rules for the guid- 
ance of its subscribers: 

RULES 

1. To call: give one long ring 
(push in on the crank when ring- 
ing). Place receiver to the ear; 
operator will answer immediate- 
ly. 

2. To answer call: When bell 
rings, place receiver to ear and 
say “this is number 4 Dons 
ring back. 

3. When through talking; ring 
off. Give a short ring when done 
talking; this will notify the op- 
erator, who will immediately dis- 
connect the lines, 

4. The receiver should at all 
times (when not in use) hang on 


the hook. Otherwise it will cause 
the batteries to run down. 


5. Stand about two inches 
from the transmitter; talk in a 
low tone; avoid shouting. 


6. In case of FIRE notify “Cen- 
tral’; giving location of fire. 


The following is the complete 
directory for the first telephone 
exchange in Albia. 


83—D. C. Anderson, Grocery. 
65—C. C. Atcheson, Grocery. 
94—Ballew Lumber Company. 
71—Byerlee House. 
51—Bartram, Dr. R. T. Res. 


18—C. B. & Q. R. R. Passenger 
Depot. 
75—Canning Factory. 
63—Cramer, R. O., Dry Goods. 
17—C. B. & Q. R. R, Round House. 
—Drake, J. H. Res. 
62—Duncan, J. R. Hardware. 
8—Duncan, H. M. Res. 
6—Duncan, H. S. Res. 
40—Duncan & Duncan Hardware. 
91—Duncan, M. W. Book Store. 
58—Duncan, M. W. Res. 
90—Diamond Laundry. 
96—Electric Light Station. 
—Edwards Mill. 
45—Eschbach, Dr. Office. 
15—Evans, J. W. Res. 
49—First National Bank. 
5—Gutch, Dr, T. E. Res. 
78—Gutch, Dr. William Res. 
66—Gray, Dr. S. T. Office. 
67—Hoover, Dr. C. G. Office. 
80—Hardenbrook, W. K. Res. 
13—Heiserman, G, M. Res. 
30—Hennion & Peppers, Livery. 
60—Hartsuck, J. W. Res. 
76—Iowa Central R. R. Passen- 
ger Depot. 
31—Jackson, A. R, Res. 
—Kester, W., Res. 
48—Loeb, Max Clothing Store. 
53—Loeb, Max Res. 
54—Loeb, Morris Res. 
82—Mayor’s Office. 
99—Monroe, Champ, Meat Mkt. 
77—Monroe, Champ Res. 
774%—Monroe Champ Slaughter 
House. 
32—Moon & Son, 
46—Model Cash Grocery Store. 
19—McCreery, L. A. Livery. 
38—Miller, George, Drugs. 
92—-News Office. 
57—Nelson Infirmary. 
90—Powell, Dr. C. B.. (was given 
as. .G.. Dy Office. 


—Powell, Dr. C. B., Res. 

given as C. D.). 
16—Palmer, O. C. Livery. 
27—Perry, T. B. Res. 
84—Robb Bros. Grocery. 
11—Reeves, E. R. Res. 
97—Star Laundry. 
59—Smith, George Res.. 
14—Varner, J. O. Res. 
70—Zook, Thos. Res. 

G. M. Heiserman, Manager. 


(was 


Free Library 
Began Here 


With $600 


The Albia Public Library was 
built in 1906 and enlarged to its 
present size in 1930. It was built 
with a grant from Andrew Car- 
nagie of $10,000 on land donated 
by John Z. Evans. 


In 1904 70 citizens, headed by 
Nate E. Kendall, an Iowa gover- 
nor, formed the Albia Library As- 
sociation and raised a fund of 
$679.28 to establish a library. 


The question of a free public 
library was approved by voters at 
a March, 1905, election, 833-248. 


Laura M. Duncan was chosen 
first librarian at a meeting of 
the association in Dec., 1905. Miss 
Edna Gantz succeeded her in 
1950, and Mrs. Beulah Mabry be- 
came librarian in Sept., 1958. 


In August, 1905, a levy of two 
mills was ordered for mainten- 
ance of the library. 


The number of volumes_has in- 
creased from 3,519 in 1914 to 
nearly 19,000 today. 


CONGRATULATIONS— 


When the. Burlington and Mis- 
souri construction train ‘reached 
Albia in November, 1866, the Al- 
bia Union congratulated “the 
cities of Boston and New York, 
on their good fortune in having 


communication with the growing 


city of Albia.” 


COUNCILMEN — 


Daniel McIntosh and Samuel 
Hebren were elected councilmen 
for the West Ward in 1856 with 
57 and 53 votes, William South- 
ard and William Buchanan re- 
ceived 37 each, William Kesler 
28 and A. C. Barnes 20. 
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Half Century Mark 


Here's a Picture of Albia in 1909 | 
As Coal Mining Was Reaching Peak 


The City of Albia in 1959 cele- 
brates 100 years since it was in- 
corporated. 


In 1909, when the city was at 
the half-century ‘mark, “The Al- 
Lia Business Men’s Association of 
Albia, lowa 1908-1909” sponsored 
the publication of a book entitled 
“Albia of Today.” Because it 
vives an excellent picture of what 
Albia was like at the end of the 
first half-century the following is 
reprinted from the pamphlet: 


Albia, Iowa — population last 
census 4,100. Population now 
5,000. The judicial seat of Mon- 
roe county; an incorporated city 
located on the main line of the 
Burlington route, the Short Line 
of the Wabash, the Iowa Central, 
the A. & C. Railway and the Al- 
bia Interurban Electric Railway, 
which is worthy of special note. 

This company is capitalized for 
$250,000 and has a line of elec- 
tric railway extended from Hock- 
ing, three miles southwest of Al- 
bia, to Hiteman, six miles north- 
west. These cars all pass_ the 
mines of the Albia Coal Company 
at Rizerville. The line encircles 
the city and operates cars be- 
tween the depots and hotels in 
addition to its interurban service. 
These cars afford the hundreds 
of miners employed at Hiteman 
and Hocking splendid facilities 
for trading at Albia. 


Everyone is a booster for this 
electric line which is one of the 
greatest achievements for a city 
the size of Albia, The company 
also owns the electric light plant 
and furnishes the city with light 
at reasonable rates in addition to 
supplying their own power. The 
officers of this company are com- 
posed of L. T. Richmond, presi- 
dent; C. A. Ross, vice-president; 
Calvin Manning, secretary; C. B. 
‘Judd, chief engineer, and a board 
of directors consisting of the same 
men to which is added the name 
of John P. Reese. 


Albia is situated 68 miles south- 
east of Des Moines, 194 miles 
from Council Bluffs and 306 miles 
from Chicago. Has waterworks 
owned by the city, a new Carne- 
gie library, a $15,000.00 high 
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school bulding, two grade schools, 
a business and normal college, 
eight churches, and a good hospi- 
tal, a $100,000.00 courthouse, an 
opera house, five banks, first 
Class hotels, a semi-weekly news- 
paper, The Union, two high grade 
weeklies, the Monroe County 
News and the Republican; also a 
daily evening paper, the Tribune, 
only daily paper in Monroe coun- 
ty. The newspaper offices all 
have equipment for job printing 
and there are three linotype ma- 
chines in the various offices. A 
glance at the columns of these 
publications show that the mer- 
chants of Albia are a very pro- 
gressive and enterprising class 
and believe in the liberal use of 
printer’s ink, The offices are 
usually filled with plenty of copy 
for job printing besides. 


There are extensive mines in 
and around Albia which produce 
large shipments of the best bi- 
tuminous coal. 


Grain, live stock and produce 
are also shipped in large quan- 
tities. 

The fine shipping facilities and 
cheapness of coal ‘make Albia a 
very desirable place for the loca- 
tion of factories. There are now 
located here the Acme Telephone 
and Manufacturing Company 
which employs thirty to forty 
men; flouring mills, feed mills, 
cement block works, four cigar 
factories, broom factory, two bot- 
tling works, creamery, a packing 
house, etc. There is a abundance 
of cheap clay of the best quality 
for the manufacture of paving, 
building, and best grades of white 
enameled brick. The clay is also 
adapted to the manufacture of 
all kinds of pottery and sanitary 
ware. There is room for factories 
of all kinds and the city is well 
located for wholesale houses, 
such as groceries, fruits, and pro- 
duce of all kinds. 


Albia is governed by a city 
council consisting of a mayor and 
eight councilmen, The present of- 
ficials as elected at the last elec- 
tion are: Mayor, Dave Clever; so- 
licitor, D. W. Bates; clerk, T. J. 


Baird; assessor, H. B. Moore; 
treasurer, E, E. Elder; health of- 
ficer, T. E. Gutch; chief of police, 
Ifomer Woofter; chief fire depart- 
ment; Charlie McCombs; street 
commissioner, Ed Webb; health 
officer, Dr. Burke Powell; council- 
men, W. H. Shepard, Albert Pet- 
ty, M. C. Falvey, Cal Guthrie, J. 
M. Williams, T. J. Lewis Sr., J. W. 
Thompson, S. D. Thompson. 


The city’s interests are promo- 
ted by the Albia Business Men’s 
Association. Inquiry should be 
made of this association for in- 
formation regarding Albia, its 
wonderful resources and oppor- 
tunity for factory locations. This 
association has a large member- 
ship. Among those who are ac- 
tive in the association are the 
following officers: Vice-president 
H. M. Duncan; treasurer, O. Os- 
wald; secretary, Horace Barnes, 


‘who is business manager of the 
‘Republican, the leading Republic- 


an newspaper of Monroe county. 
There is also an executive board 
consisting of H. C. Eschbach, C. A. 
Craig, W. A. Wilkin, J. M. Gass, 
Joe Strasburger and a publicity 
and printing committee: Dr. H. C. 
Eschbach, W. A. Wilkin and J. M. 
Gass. 


Dr. Eschbach is well known as 
councilor of Sixth District, Iowa 
State Medical Society. Mr. Wil- 
kin is prominent in business cir- 
cles, being manager of the Wil- 
kin Grain Co. Mr. Gass is editor 
and manager of the Monroe 
County News, the leading demo- 
cratic paper of Monroe County. 
Joe Strasburger is well known in 
the commercial world as senior 
partner in the firm of Strasburg- 
er & Verveer. Mr, Craig is mana- 
ger of the Citizens Lumber Co., 
well known to the trade. 


The association gives an an- 
ual banquet to its members and 
special meetings are called at 
any time to discuss matters of 
importance. 


Albia is the most progressive 
and thriving city of its size in 
Iowa, It is well named as the “Top 
Notch City” of Southern Iowa. 
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Our sincere best wishes to the residents of Albia and 
Monroe county as you observe the Centennial of the 


Incorporation of Albia. 


The Motoney Co. 


210 NORTH A STREET ALBIA 
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Behnke’s Famous Fryers 


FRED DUNKIN TOM DEARINGER 
Dunkin Service Station Albia Phones 70 - 102 - 365R 
Albia Phone 365R - Res. 293V Town and Country 
219 Benton Ave. East Bulk Delivery 

SALES & SERVICE Of 
Mobil Gasoline - Mobil Oil Mobil Products 
Greasing - Batteries - Accessories Gasoline - Oil - Grease - Fuel Oil 
Goodyear Tires - Mobil Tires Diesel Oils 
SINCE 1927 SINCE 1929 


FALVEY BROS. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


ALBIA, IOWA 


Paul J. Falvey Katherine M. Falvey 
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This picture, thought to have been tak- 
en about 1875, shows the Albia square on 
a busy winter afternoon with hundreds of 
horse-drawn sleds hitched to the racks 


yf 


in sinay viteovds 


A Winter's Day 


Shown in the picture is a brick court 
house, the second such structure for the 


county. The picture was taken from the 
northwest corner of the square. 


which surrounded the court house square. 


terests Albia is located in a fine 
agricultural district and also has 
besides the three main trunk 
lines of railroad connections with 
the M, & St. L. lines. There are 
twenty-nine passenger trains dai- 
ly in and out of Albia, ten freight 
trains and nineteen mails daily. 
The city has free rural delivery 
and [ree city delivery of mails. 
It has three miles of paved 
streets and contracts signed for 
more; has sewerage system and 
a no tax levy. There is a volun- 
teer fire department, the: mem- 
bers of which are paid for serv- 
ices rendered. 


Albia has a beautiful natural 
wooded park land of fourteen 
acres which is used as a public 
park and in which is located the 
Chautauqua grounds. The city 
also expended $2,000.00 for base- 
ball park and ampitheater four 
years ago, which is kept up and 
in repair; also an auditorium 
90 x 106 feet, which was recent- 
ly built. The city has Bell long 


distance telephone; also the Al- 
bia Telephone Company, local 
rural and long distance service. 


institutions of 
most sound, 


The financial 
Albia are of the 


managed by men of good judg-- 


ment and conservative in their 
dealings. One of the strong com- 
panies of the city is the Ramsay 
Abstract & Loan Company. This 
company does an extensive busi- 
ness and invites correspondence 
from anyone wishing information 
regarding Albia. The banks are 
managed by such men as L. T. 
Richmond, cashier and vice-pres- 
ident of First National Bank; P. 
B. Castner, cashier of the Peo- 
ples National Bank; J. D. Moon, 
president of the Peoples National 
Bank, and W. B. Lutz, cashier of 
Albia State Bank. These men all 
have extensive interests besides 
their bank connections and are 
always ready to aid in upbuilding 
and fostering the Interests of 
their home town, 

The five banks of Albia are 


under three managements — the 
First National and Farmers & 
Miners Savings Bank under one 
management, the Peoples Na- 
tional bank and Peoples Savings 
Bank one management, and the 
Albia State Bank. The combined 
actual deposits November 27, 
1908 comptroller’s call for state- 
ment, was $1,196,653.00; loans 
and bonds $920,000.00; combined 
capital and surplus $222,000.00. 
All the above banks: are doing a 
safe, conservative business and 
are managed by careful, compe- 
tent officers. 


For information regarding Albia 
write to Secretary Albia Business 
Men’s’ Association. Correspond- 
ence invited. 


Telegraph—Western Union. 
Express—Adams and Pacific. 
Local and long distance tele- 
phones, 
G. L, Robb, postmaster, 
What Albia Has 


A population of 5,000. (Cont'd) 
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Three railroads and an jinter- 
urban electric railway.. 

Extensive coal mines. 

Telephone factory. 

Four cigar factories, 

Two bottling works. 

A creamery. 

A packing house, 

A broom factory. 

Cement block works. 

An abundance of cheap clay of 
best quality for making paving, 
building, and best grades of white 
enameled brick. 

A $100,000.00 court house. 

A $15,000.00 high school build- 
ing. 

Eight churches. 

Two grade schools. 

Twenty-nine passenger trains 
daily. 

Nineteen ‘mails daily. 

Seven free rural delivery routes 
and free city delivery. 

Three miles of paved streets. 
Fine cement sidewalks. 

Five banks. 

Fine residences. 

Mode! stores. 

Fourteen acres park land. 

Chautauqua grounds and audi- 
torium. 

An opera house. 

Six hotels. 

Free public library. 

Two oil stations. 

Three art galleries. 

Municipal waterworks. 

Sewerage system. 

Carriage repair shop. 

Large automobile and general 
machine repair shop. 

Mining drill machine company. 

Two large lumber yards. 

Fire department. 

Marble works, flour and feed 
mills, ete. 

What Albia Needs 

A population of 25,000, 

More factories. 

More interurban railways. 

Wholesale houses, such as gro- 
cers. fruits, produce. 

Brick plant. 

More interurbans. 

More street paving. 

More houses for rent. 

A. plow factory. 

- A pump factory. 

A canning factory. 

A beet sugar factory. 

Anything that will give em- 
ployment to men and bring more 
families and trade to our city. 

Industries to take advantage of 
our unexcelled natural facilities, 
cheap fuel, water supply, ship- 
ping opportunities, raw material, 
etc. etc. 

More men of wealth to invest 
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This was a fine building when it was built in 1879, the 
new high school for Albia. The cost of the new brick 
structure at that time was $30,000. Later used as a Jun- 
ior High building and renamed the Lincoln school, the 
building will be used this fall as a grade building. The 
Junior High School moves into a new bulding adjoining 
the Albia High School. In recent years the towers pic- 


tured have been removed. 


money in the hundreds of oppor- 
tunities that will be paying in- 
vestments and will bring people 
to town and ‘make this the city 
it ought to be. 


A hundred poultry farms near 
town. 


A dozen dairies in easy reach. 
More truck farmers, as there are 
not enough vegetables raised in 
the county to feed the population 
two months out of the year, and 
no place in the world affords a 
better market at more remuner- 
ative prices. 


Anyone seeking a location for 
any of the industries mentioned 
above or any other kinds that 
could be handled here should call 
on or address Horace Barnes, sec- 
retary of the Albia’ Business 
Men’s Association, 


- 


Lovilia, Inc. 


Lovilia became an incorpor- 
ated town Nov. 22, 1900. It was 
declared such in court by Judge 
Robert Sloan. 


In none of the petitions, 
election, or description of the 
town or townsite is there a 
mention of the name of. the 
town of Bremen. 


Nor is there on record an act 
of the Legislature of the State 
of Iowa changing the name of 
Bremen to that of Lovilia. This 
seems to be another instance 
of a community changing its 
name, but without the change 
having a legal status at the 
time. 
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Compliments 


Monroe County Bar Association 


F.C. Cameron 
W. K. Cash 
W. G. Goodwin 
F. J. Karpan 
Hugh W. Lundy 
Edmond B. Morris 


Alfred M. Pabst 
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The Monroe County News The Albia Union-Republican 
Every Monday Every Thursday 
Published by Published by 

The Albia Publishing Co. The Union-Republican Co. 


The Albia NEWSpapers 


@ Striving always to report as accurately and as fairly as is humanly pos- 
sible. 


@® Striving to think soundly and influence unselfishly and in all things to 
have only the best interest of the community at heart. 


@® Striving to mirror faithfully the Albia and Monroe county of today — 
both for today and for tomorrow. 


Serving Albia and Monroe County for Over 97 Years 


The Weekly Albia Union Established May 20, 1862 


The Albia Republican Established Oct. 24, 1894 


The Albia Union-Republican Established Aug. 2, 1923 


The Monroe County News Established 1891 
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First Buildings in County 
Were Those of Gray, Clark 


Perhaps the first building to be 
erected by a white man in Mon- 
roe county was the cabin of John 
B. Gray in Pleasant township the 
first settler in Monroe county, 


Historians say that this pioneer 
and his wife had quarters in or 
near old Hard Fish’s village (now 
Eddyville) and that John B. Gray 
would On occasion slip into the 
county where he hoped to settle 
and he would cut logs for his 
future cabin. He wanted to make 
certain he could establish him- 
self on the ground he had selec- 
ted prior to the departure of the 
Indians. 


On May 1, 1943 the early Amer- 
icans left the territory we know 
now as Monroe county and the 
settlers moved in. 


John B. Gray had lived earlier 
in Burlington and had named 
that city after his birthplace in 
Vermont. In moving into Monroe 
county he had selected land in 
the northeast corner of the coun- 
ty a few miles west of Hard 
Fish’s village. 

A History of Monroe County, 
compiled and written by the Iowa 
Writers Program, has this to say: 


“Probably this dwelling was 
the typical, hastily constructed 
cabin of the frontier, sometimes 
called the ‘cat-faced,’ because 
they were built with just one en- 
trane, like the early American 
wickiups. Rounded logs, plastered 
with clay, and roofed with bark 
and sod, were erected around a 
large stone fireplace, Puncheons 
—loys split in half and laid flat 
side up—formed the floor 
some of the furniture. Wooden 
hinges held the door together, 
and if there were windows they 
were covered with greased paper 
instead of glass.” 


This sort of window-pane ad- 
mitted light, excluded the wea- 
ther, but offered no vision be- 
yond a shadow on the outside. 

Mrs, Gray left her winter quar- 
ters May 6, 1843 and moved to 
her new home. It appears that 
the Grays and the early Ameri- 
cans were friendly as we're told 
he was assisted by them in ferry- 
ing his belongings across the Des 
Moines river. This was done by 
fastening canoes together into a 


‘and. 


raft strong enough to hold sec- 
tions of his wagon. 

Oxen were urged to 
ACrOss. 


swim 


Gray had hauled supplies and 
some stock, pigs, and chickens 
from Burlington. Once establish- 
ed and as soon as seaonable wea- 
ther came he planted his corn. 
He had a good crop. 

Sept. 20, 1843 was a memor- 
able day for the Grays since the 
son, John §S. Gray, was born. For 
many years he was thought to be 
the. first White child born in 
Monroe county. 


A granddaughter of Wareham 
Grant Clark tells that when her 
grandfather came into Monroe 
county he was a single man sell- 
ing wares as was his nephew 
John Clark, the first sheriff of 
Kih-ke-kosh county. 

The two had come from their 
homes in Connecticut and had 
ventured into Iowa Territory to 
vend their wares. Seeing the pos- 
sibilities they decided to stay un- 
til the legal time for white occu- 
pation of what is now Monroe 
county. Neither was married at 
the time he left Connecticut. John 
married a fair young maiden in 
Indiana. Wareham married in 
1843. His bride (Jane Rankin) 
was a native of Ohio who had 
come west and was staying with 
relatives at Troy, which was ina 
part of Van Buren county and is 
now a part of Davis county. 
John’s wife died sometime prior 
to their coming to Monroe coun- 
ly. 

The two took.up claims in Troy 
township prior to the opening of 
the county for settlement. When 
the territory laying directly west 
of Wapello county was designa- 
ted as Kish-ke-kosh county, the 
Clarks were desirous of having 
their settlement established as 
the seat of justice for the new 
county. 

Both of the Clarks built cabins 
in See. 8, township 72 N., Range 
17 West of the Fifth Principal 
Meridian, John had built his cab- 
in facing south on the east-west 
road, It was this cabin that John 
Clark later offered to the county 
as a Court House should they de- 
cide to locate the seat of justice 


at this place. In its final phase 
this cabin was used as a granary. 


This cabin was the usual long 
type contruction, rectangular in 
shape. The logs were about eight 
inches square and the cabin about 
eight to ten feet to the eaves, 
with a roof of ridge pole type 
running the length of the build- 
ing. 

One of the first courts in Mon- 
roe county was held in this 
building. 


Rebekahs First 
In Albia in 1875 


The first Rebekah lodge in Al- 
bia was Mary and Martha Lodge 
No. 37, formed in Oct., 1875, with 
10 charter members. 


This lodge later disbanded and 
was replaced on July 24, 1895, by 
Albia Rebekah Lodge No. 323. 


WOODMEN CIRCLE— 

The Woodmen Circle was form- 
ed in Albia Sept. 16, 1896, as an. 
auxiliary of Woodmen of the 
World. 


Grocery Prices 


Grocery prices have changed 
down through the years just as 
has everything else. In an ad- 
vertisement in an Albia news- 
paper in 1897 the Model Cash 
Grocery, operated in the Opera 
House block on the west side of 
the square, listed its prices. 


White Flours.) 225 oe $1.40 
Fancy Family Flour ____-_- $1.00 
3.Gans Lewis Lye. 222s 25¢ 
POPS yIUp (ewe ee 35c 
17 Lbs. Granulated Sugar $1.00 
1G eps. Cisugear as 2 $1.00 
20 Lbs. Brown Sugar ______ $1.00 
5 Cans Early June Peas ____25c 
1 Can Table Peaches ______ 10c 
Best Hams, Per Lb, .-._-_-2-3e¢ 
Trimmed Shoulders ______- 8iéc 
Breakfast Bacon =... ...29e 
Devo Sait Porc - so 2c lee Sc 
8 Lbs. Good Coffee ______ $1.00 
6\.Lbs.25e Coffee ~ + 2. $1.00 


Another interesting item ad- 
vertised at the same time was 
found in the R. O. Cramer es- 
tablishment: INGRAIN CARPET 
at 23c, 25c, and 28c. 
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Eisteddfodd of Welch Miners, Opera 


House | reasured Memories of Albians 


In the past the recreations that 
our grandparents and our par- 
ents thought were “tops” and 
perhaps so, were the quilting par- 
ties, the spelling bee, the taffy- 
pulls, and the husking bee. For 
enlightenment intellectually, the 
literary society with the debates 
on the popular subjects of the 
day was the thing. 


Later came the box suppers, 
the sleighing parties and the bob 
sled ride and skating parties in 
the winter months. In the warmer 
seasons of the year the younger 
set set out for the woodlands in 
groups for nut gathering and the 
hayrack rides became a popular 
amusement. These are only a 
few of the social affairs that 
were indulged in. 


At the turn of the century these 
were giving way to the activities 
connected with school life, but 
still were considered fun. About 
_the middle of the first decade of 
the century The Chautauqua had 
become popular and those who 
could afford it took vacation 
time for camping out and gener- 
ally enjoying the cultural uplift, 
listening to the various and sun- 
‘dry orators of the day, with the 
program filled in with spiritual 
uplift by noted clergy of the time, 
and of national repute. 


While the more elderly folk 
enjoyed these features the youn- 
ger ones were entertained by 
classes in manual art, physical 
education, and just plain running 
about over the grounds having a 
“heck of a good time.” The mu- 
sicals that were given, whether 
in the form of vocal renditions 
or bands, or orchestral renditions 
were much enjoyed by nearly ev- 
ery one. Some of the most noted 
humorists of the time were 
- brought into the community and 
the hilarity they produced from 
the audience at times would 
have been rafter-shaking in the 
building construction of the 
time. 

Another event most worthy of 
a place in this field of entertain- 
ment is the Eisteddfodd, coming 
from the Welch coal fields. We 
know that wherever there are 
Welchmen we have music, especi- 
ally vocal music—for the Welch 
past-time is gathering in groups 
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and singing — pouring out their 
souls in musical strains. Monroe 
county and neighboring counties 
had many, many Welch miners 
and they all liked to sing. Thus 
the Eisteddfodd became a cele- 
bration at Thanksgiving. 


Large choruses, soloists, quar- 
tettes, duets, trios in fact, any 
mining camp which did not have 
its share of Welch singers missed 
much, 


Albia, Hiteman, Oskaloosa, 
What Cheer, Mystic -and a score 
of other places would assemble 
their groups and practice for 
weeks to compete for the prizes 
offered. The writer can remem- 
ber the King Opera House filled 
to overflowing with music lovers 
seeking to hear the best in vocal 
renditions in the various vocal 
competitions. It was a prized fea- 
ture when a community could 
attract such competition and en- 
terprise. 


We would mention the Perry 
Opera House as the scene of some 
of the best in the legitimate the- 
atrical productions of the time. 
To mention a few we had East 
Lynne, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Ex- 
perience, Blindness of Virtue, as 
plays. 

Vaudeville was ours with such 
as the teams of light-footed dan- 
cers with their canes, frock-tailed 
coats, and patent leather shoes, 
with their own inimitable wit and 
jests often quipping local promi- 
nent individuals. 


Later, Dr. S. M. King, sceing the 
need for a more modern opera 
house or theatre, built the King 
Theatre, more readily accessible 
to receive the long props of scen- 
ery carried by the road shows 
and to accommodate the better 
elass of theatrical productions. 
This had a large stage and was 
on the ground level and had a 
seating capacity more suited to 
the population and events of the 
time, Later this became a movie 
house and has survived as such 
to the present. Graduates of fifty 
or so years ago remember holding 
their class plays in this edifice, 

Before the time the King the- 
atre was built J. E. Benton had set 
up a movie in the Daugherty 


building on the northeast corner 
of the square, where the office 
of the Albia Light and Railway 
Co., is at present. He also ar- 
ranged to show movies at Hite- 
man in the I1.0.0.F. Hall twice a 
week. Later he bought the Com- 
et, a movie house that had lo- 
cated in the Alex Long building 
a half block north and across on 
North Main Street. 


This he operated for a while, 
but the postoffice had made ar- 
rangements to occupy the build- 
ing, moving from the Noble 
building west of the northwest 
corner of the square to this loca- 
tion. Mr. Benton continued the 
Scenic, his motion picture oper- 
ations for a time, finally moving 
to Des Moines. 


It was at these movie houses 
and the old “Rialto” on South 
Main St., that the writer saw the 
Tom Mix, William S. Hart, and 
other early western movies, fun- 
packed with cowboys, Indians, 
desperadoes, U. S. Army, and the 
devastating prairie fires and mir- 
aculous rescues that made up the 
bulk of the movie plots of those 
early day motion pictures. It was 
only after the World Fair in St. 
Louis in 1904 that movies began 
to be a means of entertainment. 


The Lecture Course at about 
this same time became a notable 
event in the lives of those who 
sought to improve their culture. 
They heard those who were 
regarded as well versed in the 
big and vital questions of the 
day. These lectures might be on 
Science, or Literature, or upon 
some widely known adventure. 


We.-spoke of the bands earlier 
in this article and again one can- 
not write the full story of a com- 
munity without the musical back- 
ground due it. Nearly every coun- 
ty-seat town had a band and to 
the locality—‘the best band in 
the land.” Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band was an after-thought, as far 
as the home band was concerned 
for many of the players in these 
bands were of the best and were 
regarded as such by those who 
were constantly looking for im- 
provement of their musical or- 
ganizations. From Monroe county 
came “Bill” Towle who played for 
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THEN—Here’s the home of Peoples National Bank as it looked following a disastrous fire in 
April 1904. The Peoples National Bank took over this building on its organization in 1907. It 
started with deposits of $213,193.83 and captial funds of $75,000.00. 


NOW—In November 1953 the Peoples National Bank moved into these spacious new quarters on 
the Southeast Corner of the Square. In the years to 1959 deposits have increased to $4,032,146.98 
and capital funds to $462,269.82. 


PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


MEMBER F.D.L.C, 
Your Account in the Peeoples National Bank Is Insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation up to $10,000. 

OFFICERS—J. E. King, president; E. W. Baxter, Cashier; Chester C, Woodcock, Vice 
President; Lester Poole, Assistant Cashier; Barbara Frye, Assistant Cashier; Esther Lar- 
son, Assistant Cahier. 
DIRECTORS—J. E. King, Chester C. Woodcock, J. V. Hurst, J. L. Collins, W. A. Smith, 

P. Judge. 
TMesLDYEES--tlelen Marie Crall, Robert Bullock, Elsie Asher, Violet Brown, Virginia 
Muilenberg, Ben Grayson, 
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FOOD STORE 


WE GIVE REGAL STAMPS 


EMPLOYEES — CENTENNIAL YEAR, 1959 


Robert ‘Red’ Stevenson, Manager Donald Teno, Grocery Dept. 


Albert Yarkosky, Assistant Manager Elmo [.aMar, Meat Manager 


Alice Wilson, Cashier Joe Mitchell, Meat Dept. 

Amy Clarke, Cashier | Florence Coghlan, Meat Dept. 
Charles LaMar, Grocery Dept. Lois Sinclair, Meat Dept. 

Gerald Gasper, Grocery Dept. Dean Remy, Fruit Dept. Manager 


Lawrence Johnson, Grocery Dept. David Casebolt, Fruit Dept. 


John Comer, Grocery Dept. ' Earl Willson, Delivery Dept. 
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John N. Massey and his wife were early 
settlers in Monroe county and it was Mas- 
sey who made the original survey for the 
town site of Princeton in the fall of 1845. 
Massey’s father-in-law was a contractor 
and Massey had dug canals in Indiana be- 
fore he came to Albia and Monroe County. 
He kept books for his father-in-law before 
he married. The original Massey farm 
was on the land later known as the Albia 
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First Surveyed Princeton 


Airport. It was in 1855 that Massey built 
the brick house which still stands east of 
the road paralled to the airport. Massey 
was also a brick maker and made the brick 
for this home. In the possession of his 
grandson, Albert Rouse, Rte. 2, is the sur- 
veying instrument used in making the 
survey of Princeton. It was made by Hu- 
go Harttmanhn in Philadelphia. Massey 
was also Monroe County Surveyor. 


' Barnum & Bailey, Adam Four- 
paugh, and Sells Bros. and Downs 
‘combined circus. 


Later he was employed by 
Ringling Brothers cireus, The Ly- 
ceum circuits booked the Voiland 
Orchestra several seasons. This 
organization consisted of such 
talent as The Voilands (Mr. and 
Mrs.), Wade Cramer and his vi- 
olin, Miss Lelia Fuller, a capable 
harpist and reader, Mrs. Voiland, 
a talented pianist, and Mr. Voil- 
and, able with the cornet. 


About 1902 athletics were be- 
ginning to attract the attention 
of the older classes in school and 
football seemed to be the outlet 
for surplus energy so a football 
squad was assembled from those 
whose parents did not appear to 
object to such activity. 

Competition with: the neighbor- 
ing schools of similar size and 
scholastic standing was the order 
of the times. It seems that many 
a hero came back to school Mon- 
day, after a big game the pre- 
vious Saturday, with a big bruise, 


or a skinned cheek bone, or a 
limp of some sort. 


Not many seasons passed un- 
til the high schools became gov- 
erned by a group, which set up 
the rules, making it mandatory 
that a player conform to certain 
scholastic standards and that the 
school be a member of same if 
it was to be a competitor in any 
athletics with a member school. 
This may not be actually a cor- 
rect account of the set-up but it 
is basically the beginning of our 
present athletic set-up. The 
gymnasium and our tennis court 
was procured much by the same 
tactics — sweat and grime and 
hard work. We had fun doing it 
and appreciated it the more be- 
cause WE DID IT. Our track 
equipment consisted of a ham- 


mer made of a_ safety-valve 
weight secured to cable; and 
the high jump standards were 


home made, We later secured do- 
nations from some of those Inter- 
ested in our efforts and bought 
a pole and discus, From this 


source and gate receipts at our 
track events we gradually set 
ourselves up to compete with the 
best in the neighboring high 
schools. We had no coach to 
teach us. We read what others 
did and their way of doing it, 
and then we practiced at every 
opportunity until we felt we were 
able to compete, and then took 
our wins and defeats and profit- 
ed by our mistakes. School boards 
were not interested in hiring 
coaches—they were interested in 
our academic education and the 
athletics was our problem to 
solve and solve we did.—C. Q. N. 


OPERATED CIRCUS— 


George P, Cramer, who moved 
to Iowa from Pennslyvania and 
settled in Albia in 1849, after 
leaving the live stock buying and 
dry goods business, organized a 
circus here in 1868. He operated 
it successfully for two years, then 
sold out to Sells Brothers Circus 
and began operation of the 
Cramer IIotel in Albia. 


43 


- 


’ 


a > — 2 


ye eh romp aes ore ee ir. tertrt  - 


ane 


th ey 
hd & 
Se i : . 


~~ ~—— 
setveictve 


he ha Whlae WO OH” 6 6h 08) 
Pee 
vee 


aa } e io 
J Dee cvnl REN MLS Res wee si, 2yi ~~} 


nofeantind bouaves we a ae 


oy 


tHiud yoresM terlt 2201 mi exw tl 


«! he! A 3 7 
pi ine 
4 ” 
>. «@) 
et 1B & 
* = a s 7} > 
7 Ts i 7 we 
p +, + x 
- . % _ 
ae? a . : 
- = he = 
- Lagrn f - » , 
oe a ~ _. 


oars. 


2 . > 
5 atts 


“ARE 2 oy 


> ae 


¥ a 
. ‘ a 
le ry 
ry 4 > 
, 4 


1 


jragniA  _yhswe erew-otiw tid bas yoo2o WM artob 


fo tree ebnate Hite doisiw oeuord stoivd ott 
yoreaM $.trogris oft ot ballaveq beot orth 
Aoind elt cher bns isdem aoivd 6 Oe dew 
ziti to nolezszeoq srt mi erdor airlt vot 
we ert ai .& off e2u0% tredlA noaboorg 
eft pubis mi beew tnemurteni pniyev 
«ult yd sbem asw tH .noteonit4 to yovwe 
yorzalh siigiebslias al afamtieH op 

oyeviue yindsd sowioM oals aw 


-~telvi eow fi bus yinwos eoinoM wi 
art 20h veviue lenipive ‘orii obern orlw 
AREY to He? oelt oi aoternind to otiz 
soloetings 8 sew wel-ni-1 
4 eneibal mi elanas. . 
Yinued semoM bis 
eroted wal-nivvpdital gird aot 
revise? yeaah sate po oft sbaivism of 
wielhey ot 26 Cem baal 


io th atgioon efen bad sowos 
jez vileubeva aw <eiaevo ost 
ei? dibw sloqmoo of qu zuvisruso 
feid gnisoddgist? ont ni jseod 
9) dosoo of bad oW .alooroe 
aiorisa tanw haot oW 2a Monat 
Ji gnisb Jo yaw inti baa Dib 
ytgveo ta healioarqg ow nor) han 
svew ow Slo) ove lida ylinuhioqqu 
Hoot nails bas Sloymo> o} olda 
iow baa aizoleb baa eniw wo 
abisod joodo® soit stelat we yd bd 
gotid si bojeewigi fon gow 
at bajesivial ovew “cod }—-euronos 
sj bas aoitaoubs simohass wo 
0} svidow wo Baw eaiteldin 
M OD O—.bib ow avioa bas ovloe 


~-aUoet CSTAHATO 
bevom ofw seme fT 992092 
bane sinevylennod mot nwo! 03 
qefin .bBL nj BidiA ani bolsson 


bre yuiyud pools ovil od) yoivaab’ 


u besinagso weoniaud zhoog yh: 
beinveqo off el ai ered gusts 
“od! eraey Ows 101 yllulneoonte Fi 
avolD etodiol #o2 0}; Ivo flow 
oils fo ndilewqo nepod bas. 


| pain mth oa ai Ht, Jott i soiediley tinea Mi 


eb ‘ 


2 «© ened aAepdto bonnite Pa To -. -—wo medA “old & oi 
102 gctoe lo gail aria has vege ft 


yd Geahiaies ae Boers 


-my Dorzaq snoenea Yam to 
-voq smaced gioaroe pid off 18 


qu toe roliw quoi ao Yt bent, “wt of? eustio aha 
yviotebaan Jt goviem oh edt  beshov oad bo 1 
nigiie2 03 artolines r9yniq 5 dade | wnt canner . 
on} Indi bas elbinbaats olingiodse itsue 


M oetse lo todraumt & Od lotoe 
yue al willegsnes 0 of 0) saw Hi 
JAoaiien wadamm 4 iw enijeldin 
09 s vliawios od Jon vant einT 
tt Jud yu-toe ef} lo InH02%8 low 
2 to galantiged orf: yllootend 4 
oT queen olgitts Iqergiq 

hoo eines 1d bite mmulamnyy 
erase od) yd coum Dowoow enw 


one a 


bre smi bas Iaows -- 20iton) 

tt galob nut £ iow bast oh & Oe VBTe 
«bd stor. ‘batainosags seortt soot besleherts 
Asai wo S6 seuks * oe . 


-mant o lo hotel 
eviav-qielaa 8 Yo shin’ ‘im | 100 
bos jeldas of dowoor Jilyiow ban “ome 
orow ebiabnide dyid ot 

-Ob borosr total OW ohaai onvod ave 
~wonntl ovo} Yo osnoe fxr? aoe 
tiguod bas 2ole wo 


09 Sevsncneply pro 
f sa aidoqenod 
AP a te 


plead 2 agree eety ws 


Day Rate Pay for 8 Hours 
Was $1.75 for 1905 Miner 


There was a time in this indus- 
try within the writer’s memory 
when a coal miner left his home 
before daylight, even before his 
children were awake to bid him 
a bond farewell and he did not 
return until after they had been 
tucked away for the night. In fact 
he did not get to see his children 
awake until an idle day or some- 
thing prevented him from going 
to work. Such was the life of a 
‘coal-digger.’ 


Often there would be a disas- 
trous fall of slate and that miner, 
the victim, was brought home for 
burial—a sad incident indeed. It 
was not until organization of the 
‘miners took place that this sort 
of thing began to change. 


On March 18, 1898, fifty miners 
at Hiteman instituted a local and 
were being faced with a ‘cut’ in 
the pay scale April 1. At Avery 
on April 8, 1898, miners from 
Chisholm, Hickory and Lockman 
formed a local with a member- 
ship of some 200, joined the 
United Mine Workers of Ameri- 
ca and offered their services t9 
President William McKinley in 
the event of war. They held for 
the seventy-five cents per ton 
the year around; and hoped for an 
eight-hour day. While the miners 
and officials were negotiating in 
Des Moines they had won their 
demand locally, but were con- 
fronted by the settlement in Des 
Moines for a five-cent reduction 
for summer-time pay. 


About 1905 the day rate paid 
for company work was $1.75 to 
$1.90 for an eight-hour day. While 
this was the scale of pay we 
must not forget that the take- 
home pay was not as it appears 
on the surface for the miner had 
expenses to be deducted, such as 
the sharpening of his tools, the 
blasting powder he bought from 
the company, and the pit clothes 
he usually bought at the com- 

- pany store. 

But life was made a _ little 
brighter by the celebrations on 
‘the usual holidays. From the 
files of the MONROE COUNTY 
NEWS, Vol. 8, No. 38, dated Aug- 
ust 5, 1898, it an article stating 
that Hiteman plans to celebrate 
Labor Day—two days; Septem- 
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ber Sth and 6th 
Tuesday). 
Hacks from the News office to 
Hiteman every fifteen minutes 
and the Hiteman branch train 
would meet all “Q” trains at the 
Tower (No, 310). The News of- 
fered its office as a waiting 
room for the hacks, It seems that 
some of the conditions under 
which the miners had worked and 
had so recently discarded by their 
negotiations were worthy of spon- 
taneous and wholesale demon- 
Stration of the freedom which 
they had so justifiably won. 
Within the ensuing years pay 
scales and working conditions 
were to be reckoned with as a 
part of the production program 
Which the management fought 
with all that was at its com- 
‘mand, and which the miners 
fought back with equal vehem- 
ence, Strikes, lockouts, work 


(Monday and 


stoppage of one kind or another 
became the weapons employed to 
gain their end. ‘ 


The time was when, in fixing 
the pay scale, what coal passed 
through the screen went to the 
coffers of the coal operators and 
only that which reached the mar- 
ket as lump was paid for in the 
miner’s envelope. This began to 
be an issue in the conventions of 
the operators and the miners’ 
representation. The one _ thing 
that the public did not seem to 
realize was the fact that a coal 
miner was a skilled worker, but 
was being paid a commonplace 
labor wage, and only partially for 
the work performed, 


This came to light almost too 
late for one of the biggest bat- 
tles between operators and min- 
ers brought about a_ national 
strike in the industry at a crucial 
period in our national life; then 
and only then did the people be- 
come aware that coal mining 
was a more highly skilled work 
than many other lines of en- 
deavor. 


City’s Early Businesses 
Started at Close of War 


Among the firms which existed 
in Albia at the turn of the century 
were many which had been es- 
tablished about the close of the 
Civil War or shortly thereafter. 
Among them were: 

Robb Bros, Grocers, east side 
of the square, established in 1866. 

W. K. Hardenbrook, harness, 


buggies, ete., east side of the 
square, established in 1874. 
Fred Stucky, shoemaker, east 


side of the square, established in 
1866. 

Isaac S§. Jones, blacksmith, 
Benton Street, established in 1865. 

E. Dougherty and Son, furni- 
ture and undertaking, northeast 
corner of the square, established 
in 1873. 

Early and Ewers, general mer- 
chandise, on the west side of the 
square, established in 1868. 

L. A. McCreery, livery. and feed, 
Jefferson Street, established in 
1880. 

James Pheney, grocer, west side 
of the square, established . in 
1859. 

W.N. Moon and Son, general 
merchandise, west side of the 


square, established in 1868. 

Max Loeb, clothier, west side of 
the square, established in 1868. 

Walter Cokingham, wagon ma- 
ker, Benton Street, established in 
1870. 

William Peppers, 
established in 1874. 

First National Bank, northeast 
corner of the square, established 
in 1875. 


Cal Koontz, jewelry, north side 
of the square, established 1875. 

O. L. Nelson, insurance north 
side of the square, established 
1866. (Later became on of the 
first osteopaths in Iowa). 


R. O. Cramer, dry goods, south 
side of the square, established in 
1854. 

S. S. Smith, boots and shoes, 
south side of the square, estab- 
lished in 1870. 


implements, 


ALBIA COUNCIL— 


Councilmen elected at the 
Albia election Nov. 7, 1856, were 
J. H. Halbrook, Samuel Buchanan, 
Daniel McIntosh and Samuel He- 
bren, 
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Goode Seed and Feed Co. 


ALBIA, IOWA PHONE 342J 


Albia’s Oldest Seed and Feed Co. 


SEEDS - FEEDS - FERTILIZERS - FARM SUPPLIES 


Goode Mill and Elevator 


PHONE 342W 


Daily Cash Grain Market 
Gold Banner, Wayne and Kent Feeds 
Custom Grinding and Mixing 


Bulk Feed Delivery to Farm 


JOHN H. GOODE — RALPH L. GOODE 
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FIRST IOWA STATE BANK 


North Side Square 
Albia, lowa 
The Bank of Friendly Service 


Member of F.D.1.C. 
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Coal Mine Visit Recorded 


ln Optimist First Issue 


(Editor's Note: The following 
article is taken from The Optim- 
ist, the official publication of the 
Albia High School, and appeared 
in Vol. 1, No. 1 of that publica- 
tion March 15, 1909, The writer 
of this article was Clarence Q. 
Nelson, a member of that year’s 
graduating class and one who has 
done much of the research on the 
material for this issue of The 
Albia Union-Republican.) 


A Subteranean Visit 


After an hour’s drive from the 
little town of C you alight 
from your conveyance, at the 
foot of a high steel tipple which 
towers above you and at the top 
of which are two large pulley 
wheels over which a cable is fas- 
tened at one end to a platform 
which operates in the shaft and 
the other is wound around a large 

‘eylinder in the engine house. 


The gate to the platform or 
cage is opened, and the engineer 
is signalled by a bell in the boil- 
er room, rung by means of a rope 
from the cage to the bell. This 
is rung twice and the engineer 
answers by blowing two blasts on 
his steam whistle. With your 
guide you enter the cage, and he 
shouts “all right,’ then your de- 
scent is begun. For a few seconds 
you have the sickening feeling 
of falling through space follow- 
ed by one of being dragged ab- 
ruptly upward as the cage comes 
to a sudden stop at the bottom 
and the dreaded descent is over. 


Within elght to ten seconds 
you have passed from the surface 
350 feet above to the small en- 
trance now before you. Here, 
when you have collected your 
wits, you step off on the terra 
firma again. Above you are 350 
feet of rock, slate and earth. On 
either side are the black walls of 
the so-called black diamonds 
which protect thousands of our 
population from the severe win- 
ter cold. In front of you is an 
entrance of very dense darkness 
except for the dim light given off 
by the miner’s lamp. 


You advance several hundred 
feet when you come to a large 
open space in which stand a num- 
ber of mules. A great number of 


these never again see daylight 
from the time they are taken into 
the mine. The hay upon which 
they are feeding was grown on 
the surface over their backs. 


But before I go on you will 
probably be interested in know- 
ing how the entries are driven. A 
large compressed air drill is set 
up and wedged securely into the 
middle of the entry, This is driv- 
en by a compressed air engine 
on top from the cylinder on which 
is a heavy hose leading to a cyl- 
inder on the drill. 


This drill gradually forces out 
the dirt and cuts into the black 


‘before it a space about six inches 


wide, three or four feet deep and 
as high as the entry. Two drill 
holes are next made on each side 
of the entrance and are loaded 
preparatory to blasting. The men 
at the drills are then brought out 
of the mine and the shot-firers 
come to the surface. Soon the 
explosions are heard and a little 
time is given for the smoke and 
dust to clear away. 


When this is over the pit-boss 
descends and if everything is all 
right the drillers, drivers, load- 
ers, etc., are let down and the 


material that has been blasted 
out is cleared away and the drill 
is again sct up. Thus it is th&t 
the main entry is driven. As the 
main entry affords room other 
entries are driven at right angles 
to it. And from these entries 
rooms are cut from which most 
of the coal is secured: They are 
cut and blasted in practically the 
same way that the main entries 
are driven, except that a pick is 
used instead of the air compres- 
sor. 


Two “buddies” are seen in these 
rooms toiling away, cutting 
through the black strata which is 
one of our largest fuel supplies 
and which provides employment 
for thousands of workmen. 


Among other items of interest 
is the driver. He is seen coming 
down the long slopes, standing 
on the chain which is fastened 
between the car and the single- 
tree with one hand on the hips 
of the mule and his whip in the 
other. His torch light is blown 
in a long thread over his head, 
driven by the strong draught 
from the large fan over the air 
shaft. 


‘The guide is next interested in 
showing you the office. Here the 
pit-boss has his private desk, 
telephone, and in fact his private 
office where his duties are at- 
tended to unmolested. 


All Off at Hiteman 


Here’s one end of the line for the Albia Interurban, 
the Hiteman terminal. The line, constructed in 1907, 
connected Albia and Hiteman and Hocking as well as 


the two depots in Albia. 
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Story of Early Albia 


Reminiscences of A. R. Barnes; 
Set Type for First Paper in 1854 


(Editor's Note: Perhaps the in- 
dividual whose interest in news- 
papers in Monroe county spanned 
the most years was Alpheus R. 
Barnes, who set much of the 
type for the first newspaper ever 
published in Monroe county. Ov- 
er a period covering more than 
six decades he was associated 
with several newspapers in Albia. 

For this edition the Union-Re- 
publican was given a copy of a 
talk made by Mr. Barnes in 1915 
to a meeting of editors. Because 
it is so delightful and because it 
contains so much history we are 
reprinting it in its entirety, in- 
cluding the headings:) 


The Reminiscences of An Old 
Newspaper Man 


The First Paper Printed West 
of the Des Moines River 


A. R. Barnes, Albia, Iowa 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, and Fellow Sinners: 

At the meeting of the Southern 
Iowa editors at Knoxville last 
December, Editor Brandt of the 
City Republican told of his news- 
paper experience, and the com- 
ments I heard made_ thereon 
caused my thoughts to turn to my 
early days in newspaper work, 
with the following result: 

Early in the spring of 1854 my 
father conceived the idea of lo- 
cating in the “far west.” He was 
foreman of the Brookville, Ind., 
American, owned by Coker F, 
Clarkson. Prior to occupying this 
position he published the Ripley 
County Whig at Versailles, Ind., 
and it is probably that thus Mr. 
Clarkson came to know of his 
competency as a printer and his 
ability as an editor, proofreader, 
etc. He ceased puplishing the 
Whig, boxed up the type, and 
with the Washington hand-press, 
stored them away. It was while 
my father was foreman of the 
American, and at the close of a 
spring term of school, that Mr. 
Clarkson’s sons, Richard P. and 
James S., and my brother Wes- 
ley and myself, entered the of- 
fice and commenced to learn the 
“art preservative of arts.” 

Mr. Clarkson took much inter- 
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est in “the boys,’ and made a 
standing offer of fifty cents for 
every galley of type set that did 
not contain an error. It didn’t 
cost him many dollars, but it cre- 
ated some rivalry among “the 
boys” and of course stimulated 
the kids in the right direction. 


My father had no faculty of 
accumulating money, but the an- 
ticipation of his trip ‘out west” 
caused him to lay by enough 
money to pay steamboat fare 
from Cincinnati on the Ohio riv- 
er, and thence over the Missis- 
sippi river to Keokuk. Arriving 
at the latter place, he started on 
foot to go to Chariton, where the 
government land office was lo- 
cated. 


He arrived in Albia in the aft- 
ernoon, and concluded to remain 
over night and attend prayer 
meeting at the Methodist church. 
He was a faithful member of the 
Methodist Church in Versailles 
and Brookville; was licensed as 
a local preacher, and being a 
constant and close reader of the 
Bible, he had always a reserved 
seat in the pulpit or amen cor- 
ner. He was invited to use his 
“experience” and did so. At the 
close of the meeting he was ex- 
tended a most cordial welcome, 
and was urged to remain in Al- 
bia. 

He walked on out to Chariton 
and was impressed that it was a 
better business point, but it was 
in the days of the stage coach; 
and 30 miles further from the 
chief market places—Burlington, 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk. At Char- 
iton he found the hotels and 
boarding houses filled to over- 


flowing with people who were 


there to enter land; but a good 
Methodist brother took care of 
him during: his brief sojourn 
there. Such was the hospitality 
that then prevailed in the west. 

He returned to Brookville, as 
he came, walked to Keokuk, and 
thence by boat to Cincinnati, 
and from Cincinnati to Brook- 
ville on foot. I remember the 
glowing accounts he gave of the 
wonderful country; of its vast- 
ness, of its rich soil, of the ex- 
tensive prairies; of the deer and 


wild turkeys and pheasant and 
prairie chickens, quail, squirrels, 
rabbits &c.; so plentiful that a 
man could stand in the doorway 
of homes in the village and shoot 
prairie chickens, quail and rab- 
bits. His description of the vast 
prairie fires he saw on his trip 
in Iowa was vivid and extremely 
interesting, and many people 
came to our humble home to lis- 
ten and be entertained at the re- 


cital: 


He acquired means to buy a 
horse, harness and single wag- 
on; the vehicle large enough to 
hold bedding, wearing apparel, 
and cooking utensils, and with 
a.cow and yearling heifer, which 
he owned, we started on the long 
and tedious journey. My broth- 
er and I took turn about in driv- 
ing the cattle. There were many 
people “going west” and in 
crossing the state of Illinois we 
fell in with some most agreeable 
company. At Springfield, a mer- 
chant who owned a small farm 
at the edge of town, tried to per- 
suade my father to go on to 
his farm. I have often wondered, 
if we had.stopped there, whether 
we would have come to know 
the great Lincoln, and if our lives 
would have been in more pleasant 
places. 


At Versailles my father had an 
ardent friend named Roberts, who 
was principal of the _ public 
schools, a Methodist class-leader, 
and he relinquished his position 
at the head of the school to be- 
come a book-keeper in a whole- 
sale house at Quincy, Ill. They 
kept up a correspondence and 
when my father wrote him that 
he was going to southern Iowa, 
a reply came back urging him to 
cross the Mississippi river at that 
point and stop and enjoy a visit. 
The information was also vouch- 
safed that an Indian trail—The 
Beetrace Divide — running from 
St. Louis to Sioux City and 
through southern Iowa, between 
Albia and Chariton, would be a 
good route to traverse. We took 
this route, enjoyed the visit and 
rest, and the genuine. hospitality 
of their old friend. 

On July 2nd, about noon, we 
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ALBIA — CENTERVILLE 
IOWA 


Anderson Oil Co. 


DISTRIBUTOR OF SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 
Serving Albia and Monroe County for 14 Years 
TWO COURTEOUS SALESMEN TO SERVE YOU 


BOB L. ANDERSON DOW ROGERS 
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Marlin and Son Implement 


Allis Sales and Services 


Since March 2, 1936 


NEW IDEA - MULKEY ELEVATORS - PIONEER SAWS 
JOHNSON MOTORS - BOATS AND FISHING SUPPLIES 
Phone 47 Albia, Iowa 


JOHN - 


JOHNNY - DARVAN 


Belzer Implement Co. 


FORD FORD 
TRACTORS IMPLEMENTS 


TRACTOR 


NEW HOLLAND KEWANEE 


MAYRATH SPEEDY 


Phone 745 Albia, lowa 
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Made 


Here a farmer is demonstrating the use 
of a hay rake, made in Albia by the West- 
ern Manufacturing Co., which began mak- 


a time. 


ing farm machinery here in 1895. The 


reached the little town of Mora- 
via, ten miles south of Albia, and 
being still undetermined as to 
whether to locate in Albia_ or 
Chariton, we turned west and 
went as far as Dodge’s Point, 
three-fourths of a mile west of 
the present town of Iconium. We 
were privileged to drive into an 
enclosure where there was a good 
well, with.a grape-vine pulley and 
an old oaken bucket. It is now 
known as the Maiken farm, but 
he has long since passed to his 
Father, and I do not know who 
owns or occupies it. But I have 
not forgotten that the owner of 
the farm and a number of his 
neighbors came and talked with 
my father until nearly midnight, 
when I was very tired and sleepy 
and was not interested in the 
clatter. 


On the morning of July 3rd the 
horse was attached to the wag- 
on, the cow and heifer were cor- 
raled, and all were ready to start 
‘to the end of the journey. My 
father concluded he would set- 
tle the matter of destination by 
drawing cuts. He took his jack 
knife from his pocket, cut a hazel 
brush in four places; two a little 
Jonger than the others. He nam- 
ed the long ones Chariton and the 
short ones Albia. 


My mother made the first draw 


and got a short one; my brother 
made the next draw and got a 
long one; I made the next draw 
and got a short one, and then we 
turned our faces toward Albia. 
We drove across the prairie in the 
most direct way, and the road 
had been little used. We arrived 
at the crossing of Coal Creek, 
three miles south of Albia, at 
about the noon hour. Water was 
flowing in the small creek, and 
by scooping out a hole in the 
sand, we could dip enough water 
to get our coffee supply, and the 
brutes could quench their thirst. 


When the dinner was over we 
started to the end of our journey 
—only three miles away. It was 
my turn to drive Bossy and her 
offspring, and notwithstanding 
the roads were extremely dusty 
and the weather excrutiatingly 
hot, I started joyously on the fi- 
nal march. At about 4 o’clock 
we stopped on the vacant lot two 
blocks from the southeast corner 
of the square. 


We stayed over night in the 
wagon and under it, and early on 
the morning of the 4th, we went 
to the northeast part of town, in 
quest of running water in the 
brook, The water was only run- 
ning a small rivulet and we re- 
traced our steps. A lumber wag- 
on, with seats alongside the box 


plant later burned and was re-built in Ot- 
tumwa where it resumed operations for 


and loaded with young people, 
and with four horses attached 
were going to Eddyville to attend 
a 4th of July celebration. 


The driver snapped his whip, 
the horses increased their speed, 
and the hat of one of the boys— 
J. Henry Orman—blew off, and 
the horses were making such 
headway that a_ considerable 
space was covered before they 
were stopped. I ran after the 
hat and gave it to him. Orman 
lost an arm at the battle of Shi- 
loh; the G.A.R. Post in Albia was 
named in his honor. He was my 
most intimate chum before and 
after the war until his death. 

Soon after we landed in Albia 
friends whom my father met on 
his former trip, encouraged him 
to send for his printing outfit 
stored in Versailles, and start a 
paper in Albia. I believe it was 
the first paper printed west of 
the Des Moines river. The outfit 
was hauled to the Ohio river— 
Lawrenceburg, Ind.,—and thence 
by boat to Keokuk. Teamsters 
volunteered to haul the plant to 
Albia. 


The most available building in 
the town was the log court house, 
sixteen feet square, story and a 
half, that stood on the east side 
of the square on the alley. The 
cracks in the building were chink- 
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ed and daubed and made ready 
for the new enterprise. When 
the press and material arrived 
there were willing hands to help 
unload and put it in place. 


The press was nailed to the 
_puncheon floor to keep it solid 
and steady. The type were un- 
wrapped and soon distributed in 
the cases, and on October. 10, 
1854, The Independent Press 
made its appearance. The paper 
contained four pages, six columns 
to the page, and all of the type 
were set by my father, my broth- 
er and mysell. 

We had no time to look after 
local items, but a few were hand- 
ed in. We had no exchanges from 
which to gather copy, but my 
father was equal to the occasion. 
He secured copies of the Chris- 
tian Advocate, the Methodist or- 
gan, and copied some articles 
from it, and then concluded to 
print a continued story. He se- 
cured a copy of Bunyan’s Pil- 
grim’s Progress, and he printed 
installments from week to week 
until all was _ printed. 


A cherished memory is of a 
little boy, who, through summer’s 
sunshine and_ winter’s. storm, 
walked from his home a mile 
from town, on each publication 
day, and knocking at the office 
door, asked: “Is my ma’s paper 
done?” with the sad _ thought 
that ere he had reached man- 
hood’s estate, he contracted fever 


and died, before he had mounted 


the editorial tripod or aspired to 
a post office commission, or a 
seat on the legislature or in 
congress. When his ma’s paper 
was not done, he was given ex- 
changes or other reading matter 
to last him a week. 


The salutatory proclaimed the 
rigid independence of the paper, 
save only on two points—it was 
utterly opposed to negro slavery 


and the liquor traffic—the twin 


relics of barbarism. This led to 
a great deal of criticism on the 
part of some of the leaders in 
the community and the with- 
holding of patronage. It was re- 
garded as an interference with 
men who owned such “property” 
and was an abridgment of men’s 
rights to drink and eat whatever 
their appetites craved. There was 
another element of citizenship 
who approved the editor’s view 
on these two questions, but if 
all the citizens of the town and 
county had supoprted the paper 
with money and influence to the 
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extent of their ability, the sup- 
port would have been meager in- 
deed. 

My father stood his ground and 
was the station agent of the un- 
derground railway in Albia, 
though the main route for slaves 
hunting their way to freedom, 
was through the town of Mel- 
rose, fifteen miles west of Albia. 
The father of the noted Chariton 
lawyers —the Stuart brothers — 
was the agent of the underground 
railway at Melrose. 

As stated my father had no 
faculty for accumulating money, 
but his nobility of character, gen- 
erous impulses and consecrated 
Christian devotion to what he 
believed to be right, made him 
many warm friends among the 
moral and religious people of the 
county. 


He could only buy small quan- 
tities of print paper and often the 
roads would be muddy for weeks 
at a time and he could not get 
a supply of print paper from the 
mill at Bentonsport, on the Des 
Moines river in Van Buren coun- 
ty. Each fall he would secure 
from some friend a horse and ve- 
hicle and go from village to vil- 
lage in quest of rags, and take 
them to the mill and exchange 
them for print paper. 

The reasons above caused the 
paper to be irregular in its pub- 
lication and there were no legal 


‘notices that required consecutive 


issues. But he was fortunate in 
another way. As a local preacher 
he acquired many friends, and he 
was called on to solemnize more 
than a hundred marriages and 
sometimes he was given a good 
fee. 

He quit the paper after a two 
or three years struggle, turned it 
over to my brother, Wesley, and 
a printer named Topping from 
Michigan. They changed the 
name of the paper to The Albia 
Republican, ran it three or four 
months, when I took over my 
brother’s interest in the plant. 
Topping. went back to Michigan 
to secure money to pay for his 
half interest and never came 
back. I continued the paper un- 
til Dec. 31, 1859, when I traded 
it to Josiah T. Young for an 80- 
acre farm two miles east of Al- 
bia. 

‘Mr. Young changed the name 
to Monroe County Sentinel, took 
a partner named Gray, and they 
made it a Democratic sheet. The 
war cloud came over the land. 


Mr. Young found himself in the 
wrong crowd, and in the spring 
of 1863, he joined the 36th Iowa 
Infantry and went south to testi-. 
fy his devotion to his country. 

He was made a prisoner of war 
at Mark’s Mills, Ark.; was sent 
to Tyler, Texas, and suffered ten 
months in a prison pen, which 
sapped his vitality and left him 
almost a physical wreck. On his - 
return from war the good and pa- 
triotic people of the county re- 
garded his fidelity. They elected 
him county clerk, then sent him 
to the legislature, and he served 
three terms in the office of Sec- 
retary of State. 


It can be truthfully said of 
him that he was strictly conscien- 
tious in all the walks of life, and 
in the memory of all his acquaint- 
ances, and especially those ‘who 
came to know him best, he is 
credited with being one of the 
most honorable men who has re- © 
sided in Albia. 


A little boy, younger than my-. 
self, assisted me in getting out 
the Albia Republican in the 
years 1858-59. He was large 
enough to enlist in Co, D, 22nd 
Iowa, when that regiment was 
recruited, and in the assault on 
Vicksburg, Miss., on May 22, 
1863, his left jaw was shot en- 
tirely away and he lives today a 
highly respected and honored 
citizen of Albia. In 1871 he won 
a gold printers stick as the fast- 
est type-setter in the State. “Bil- 
ly” Needham, of Sigourney, will 
recognize the man, C. T. McCon- 
nell. 


An uncle at Eau Claire, Wis., 
who had but recently opened a 
law office in that town, wrote me 
to come up and visit him. I went 
to that place on the first boat 
that ascended the Mississippi riv- 
er in 1860, and commenced to 
qualify myself as a disciple of 
Blackstone. 


Two printers in charge of the 
mechanical department of the 
only paper printed in the vil- 
lage, went to a neighboring town 
to a dance, got beastly drunk, 
and did not return until after 
publication day. The publisher, 
learning that I was a_ printer, 
came to my uncle’s office and 
asked to see me. He stated the 
situation and asked me to help 
him out. I set in type a brief 
apology for the late appearance 
of the paper, made up the forms, 
put them on the press, and with 
the publisher. as “roller boy” we 
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Henderson implement Co. 


John Deere Sales and Service 


QUALITY: FARM 
—FQUIPMEN 


LUNDELL LINE 


PHONE 394W ALBIA, IOWA 


CONGRATULATIONS 


TO THE 


CITY of ALBIA 


on the occasion of your 


Centennial Celebration 


IOWA SOUTHERN 


UTILITIES COMPANY 
Centerville, lowa 
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Chariton Valley Electric Co-op. 


Serving 2400 Farms in Four Counties 


With Electrical Energy 


OWNED BY THOSE WHO SERVE 


Employees 
Henry Kolling Betty Mitton William Sinclair 
Pliny Samuel Keith Deyo Everett Weston 
Everett Agans Tom Cosgrove Don Kraber 
Alfred Hunt Fred Steinbach Andy Tonsic 
Cheryl Moore Clarence James Corabelle Remy 


30 YEARS 


IN BUSINESS WITH THE FINEST PEOPLE IN IOWA 


Monuments and Burial Vaults 


ALBIA MONUMENT CO. 
. SIEG CO. 


MR. AND MRS. J. LOGAN CAIN 


Farm Block — 114-116 Washington Ave. East 


Albia, lowa Tel. 295 
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This Is Highwa 


As the lowa State Highway Commission 
this year starts the construction of bridges 
and culverts for an entirely new Highway 
34 between Ottumwa and Albia, old tim- 


ig MERGES 


“'%y 
ates woe 


bed. 


ers will recall when the present Highway 


got out the paper at the mid- 
night hour. 

When I came to the office next 
morning he asked me to take 
charge of the office at $20 per 
week and I said goodbye t 
Blackstone forever. He discharg- 
ed the other men with strictures 
that certainly should remain with 
them through life. 

I visited my parents in Albia in 
the spring of 1861, and was in AI- 
bia when Sumpter was fired on. 
I returned to Eau Claire, and re- 
sumed the foremanship of the 
office, and quit the job to join 
the Company (C, 8th Wis.) that 
carried “Old Abe” the live eagle, 
to the war, served my first en- 
listment of three years, and came 
home with broken health, emaci- 
ated and given up to die, but my 
mission is not ended, and I hope 
to live till the greatest crime 
against humanity is wiped out. 

At the close of the rebellion 
war, Val Mendel, who had serv- 
ed creditably in the sixth Iowa 
infantry, bought the Albia Union 
for a consideration of $600, All 
the county offices were filled 
with soldiers who. had returned 
from the war, and the Union re- 
ecived very generous support. In 
duc time Mendel secured the ap- 
pointment of postmaster at Albia, 
and was an applicant for a sec- 


ond term. M. E. Cutts of Oska- 
loosa was in Congress. There was 
opposition to Mendel, Capt. J. P. 
Early, who had a creditable rec- 
ord in an Illinois regiment and 
was in the mercantile business in 
Albia, was an applicant for the 
place, and he had such backing 
that Cutts gave him the appoint- 
ment. 

L. C. Nelson, a good soldier and 
a tranchant writer, had been em- 
ployed as editor of the Union, and 
under the direction of Mendel, he 
commenced an editorial bom- 
bardment against Cutts and the 
men who had opposed Mendel. 
and “party harmony” was lost in 
the battle that was carried on. 

The matter of starting a new 
paper was considered, the money 
was partially guaranteed, and the 
project was about to be launched, 
when overtures were made to sell 
the Union, Negotiations progres- 
sed until nineteen men were 
found willing to pay, the lowest 
price attainable—$7500.00. 

Then Mr, Young was installed 
as editor. He had engaged in se- 
curing pensions, doing notary 
work, &c., and his physical con- 
dition precluded his hustling for 
work, if he had the faculty for 
doing such work. He was in 
charge of the paper for about 
three years, when Ix, Lieut. Gov, 


y 34 


34 was built in the late twenties. 
and mule power provided the energy for 
the grading and dragging of the new road 


Horse 


and Ex. Congressman M. M. Wal- 
den of Centerville assumed the 
editorial management of the pa- 
per with Mr. Young still render- 
ing some assistance. 

In 1886 I was prevailed upon 
to assume the management with 
assurance of a good slice of pros- 
perity when the crop was gath- 
ered and my experience “away 
back yonder,” qualifies me and 
justifies me in saying that poli- 
ticians of the old school were 
base ingrates and liars of the 
first water, but I had lots of fun. 
formed many happy and delight- 
ful acquaintances, built the paper 
up to a paying basis, stood for 
tight as I saw it, always favored 
a square deal, conscious that I 
was never influenced by dollars 
over principle, and now I° am 
ready to accept such conditions 
as Wilson’s administration may 
give, and I will kick if I want to, 
And 

“When the trumpet of the Lord 
shall sound, and Time shall be 
no more, 

And the morning breaks, eter- 
nal. bright and fair, 

When the saved of the earth 
shall gather over on the other 
shore, 

And when the roll is called up 
yonder, I'll be there.” 
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State Mine Inspectors’ Reports Tel | 
Of Monroe County Coal Mines in 1880 | 


From the mine inspection re- 
ports of the State of Iowa one 
gathers a fair outline of the min- 
ing industry in Monroe county 
down through the years. 

An early report speaks of the 
Cedar Coal Company and others 
close to Albia, none of them em- 
ploying 15 men. At that time 
mines which did not have fifteen 
men employed were not subject 
to inspection. 


The first reported, revealed by 
the biennial Mine Inspection 
Report, covers the period Aug. 
18, 1880 to Jan. 1, 1881. It re- 
veals that the Albia Coal Com- 
pany operated a mine three miles 
west of Albia on the main line 
of the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad. The company 
had an investment of $45,000. 


This mine operated on a dou- 
ble entry system of mining with 
a 40-horsepower engine for hoist- 
ing. The coal was screened to 
sort for various grades and the 
total ran to 400 tons a day. There 
were no maps made of this mine, 
according to the report. 

The airways were 5 feet high 
and 6 feet wide with a capacity 
of 38,000 cubic feet per minute. 
This mine was furnace ventilat- 
ed, with 30 cu. ft. capacity. The 
air shaft was 7 x 5 ft., 138 feet 
high, and there were 80 working 


rooms. The 1600-pound capacity 
cars operated over a three-foot 
gauge track. The blacksmith 


shop was in the mine. The air 
from the stable and the black 
smith shop went directly to the 
furnace and was separated from 
the mine air. 

A report on a number of other 
mines existing at that time is also 
given: 

AVERY COAL COMPANY—Dan- 
iel Watson and David Hammond 
were the proprietors, with an in- 
vestment of $12,000. This mine 
was a shaft mine, 94 feet deep. 
It employed a 25-h.p. steam en- 
gine for hoisting and followed 
“the system of mining called the 
room and pillar method. The 
coal was weighed on wagon 
scales, Eighteen men were em- 
ployed and the mine had a Ca- 
pacity of 70 tons a day. One 
year was being allowed for the 
firm to install an escape shaft. 
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The coal was hoisted in 1000- 
pound capacity cars. The firm 
used a tram road formerly be- 
longing to the Union Coal Co. 
Cars were of a 100-bushel capac- 
ity. 

SMOKY HOLLOW MINI—Harry 
Fisher and William Jamison in- 
vested $2,000 in a slope mine ip 
what was known as Smoky Hol- 
low. They were the proprietors 
and employed mules for the pow- 
er to bring the coal to the sur- 
face. The coal was weighed on 
wagon scales, loaded in and haul- 
ed to Avery where it was loaded 
into railroad cars, The mine em- 
ployed 12 men and had a capac- 
ity of 65 tons a day. 


EUREKA MINE—The Aug. 18, 
1880 inspection report showed 
this mine deficient in ventilation 
and the man-ways connecting 
the two shafts not in too good 
shape. The system used in min- 
ing the coal here is what was 
known in the industry as “long 
wall” working. A tram ran from 
the mine to the railroad employ- 
ing a drub and cable for power. 


HAPPY HOLLOW MINE — The 
mine inspector reported this mine 
abandoned. 


It would appear that the same 
individuals who operated the 
Happy Hollow mine operated a 
mine one mile from Frederic on 
the C. B. & Q. Railroad. Invest- 
ment totaled $48,000 and em- 
ployed 27. The inspector noted in 
his report that the drum had no 
brakes and there were no covers 
on the cages and there were no 
gates at either landing. There 
were no maps. The escape shaft 
was through the AKERS BROS. 
mine, 100 yards distant.’ The lat- 
ter mine was operating by the 
‘Jong wall” method. 

COALFIELD MINE—This mine 
on the Central Iowa Railroad was 
owned by the Consolidation Coal 
Co. It had a capacity of 100 tons 
a day. ¥ 

HICKORY GROVE MINE — This 
mine was in Pleasant Township, 
about four miles from the Coal- 
ficld mine, The mine was a room 
and pillar affair and employed 26 
men, This mine was fan venti- 
lated, the first indication where a 
mine is so ventilated. 

The mine report for this bien- 


nium showed that 21 counties in 
Iowa were producing. coal in 
mines coming under the mining 
law, but nine others produced 
coal also, though these mines 
were not covered by the law. 


In the 30 counties there were 
400 mines. Some in their off sea- 
son employed only 3 or 4 men, 
and on season as many as 60 
men, 


Albia Plant 
Made Phones 


Albia at one time had a plant 
which manufactured telephone 
equipment, 

By the turn of the century the 
Albia exchange had.made ar- 
rangements with many farm 
lines, operating as cooperatives 
and as independent company, to 
become subscribers to the Albia 
Telephone Company. 


At that time the firm was man- 
aged by John Renz, a brother-in- 
law of Grant Heiserman. Seeing 
the need for additional sub-sta- 
tion equipment and an opportun- 
ity to provide industry in Albia, 
Heiserman and Renz set about 
to obtain a manufacturing plant 
for making telephones. They 
would standardize the equipment 
and by using uniform instru- 
ments, improve the service, 


A company was formed with 


- Sam Anderson, president; John P. 


Reese, vice-president; C. W. Guth- 
rie, secretary; and J. S. Moon, 
treasurer. A one-story factory 
was built near the location of the 
Western Manufacturing Co. 


The new firm was called the 
Acme Telephone and Manufac- 
turing Company. 

The plant enjoyed a good busi- 
ness at its location on 502 North 


A Street, but finally closed: for 
lack of financial support. 


RECORDER— 

Robert E. Craig was elected re- 
corder in the 1856 Albia election 
with 53 votes, N. E. Nevill re- 
cecived 41 and David Craig 22, 
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Coal Mines in the County 
Varied from Year to Year 


The number of mines in oper- 
ation in Monroe county varied 
greatly from year to year and ov- 
er a period of years, according to 
the reports of the State Mine In- 
spectors. 

A report covering the period 
from May 1, 1880 to Jan. 1, 1881, 
reads: 

“Monroe county, like _Appa- 
noose, has’ several small mines 
which are located along the 
creeks back from the railroads. 
The largest mines are located in 
Albia, Avery and Fredric on the 
C. B. & Q. Railroad, and at Coal- 
field and Hickory Creek on the 
Central Railroad of Iowa. There 
are 30 mines in operation in the 
county, giving employment to 
63S men. The deepest shaft. in 
operation is at Albia and is 150 
feet deep.” 

The inspectors asked that mines 
report all accidents, not merely 
fatal accidents. The inspectors 
were required to be on the road 
at all times and passes from the 
railroads help defray their ex- 
penses. No boy under 12 was per- 
mitted to work in the mines, but 
there was no enforcement pen- 
alty. A minimum age limit of 15 
years was recommended. 

In the 1887 report we find the 
following mines listed: Albia 
Coal Co., Ralph Wignall, Iowa and 
Wisconsin, James Sneddon, Pleas- 
ant Valley, Frederick Mine, Hick- 
ory Mine, Smoky Hollow Mine, 
Granger, F. Holslaws, J. H. Brew- 
er, John Cash, Langdon and Grif- 
fith, Munley Mine, George Rich- 
urd, Frank Jones, and the Chis- 
holm mine. 

Of these mines six were shaft 
mines, three slope mines, and 
eight drift mines. 

A report in 1889, just two years 
later showed a number of new 
names in the list of mines: 
Charles Akers, Scott and Apple- 
man, Moyle and Kridelbaught, 
Chisholm Coal Co., Monroe Pros- 
pecting Co., Iowa and Wisconsin 
Coal Co., Omaha Coal Co., Enter- 
prise Coal Co., Pleasant Valley 
Coal Co., Soap Creek Coal Co., 
and Davidson and Stocker. 

In about this period seven fa- 
cilities for shipping were locat- 
ed on railroads, with two on the 
Iowa Central northeast of Albia, 
two east of Albia on the C. B. 


and Q. Railroad (one at Chisholm 
and one at Avery) and three west 
of Albia on the C. B. & Q., rail- 
road. 

There were several small 
mines in the vicinity of Avery 
that hauled their coal to Avery 
in wagons and it was shipped 
from there. 

Several small mines north and 
south of Albia were working the 
upper vein of coal, mostly for 
local sales, 

A number of the mines em- 
ployed upwards of 70 miners. 

The Chisholm mine, located on 
the farm now owned by Eli De- 
Tar, was a shaft mine 130 feet 
deep, located at Chisholm on the 
C. B. & Q. Railroad. This mine 
worked a double entry system 
and was ventilated by a fan. 


Working the five-foot veln of 
coal were eighty-five miners. 

The Iowa Wisconsin Coal Co, 
operated its mine two miles west 
of Albia on the main line of the 
Cc. B. & Q. railroad. The coal was 
5 feet thick and the vein was 
worked by 125 miners. 

A slope mine operated by the 
Smoky Hollow Coal Co., on the 
C. B. & Q. railroad near Avery 
employed 70 miners, with John 
Evans as the general manager. 

The Omaha Coal Mining .Co, 
employed 80 miners in its mine 
three miles west of Albia. ‘This 
mine went into receivership and 
ceased operating about March 1, 
1889. 

Another mine west of Albia on 
the C. B. & Q. Railroad was the 
Enterprise Coal Co. mine about 
two and one-half miles west. 
Eight miners were employed. 

The Soap Creek Coal Co, oper- 
ated a new shaft mine which op- 
ened on the southwest branch of 
the C. M. & St. P. railroad. 


75 Miles in lowa in 1859 


For Burlington Railroad 


In 1859, the year in which the 
City of Albia was incorporated, 
the number of miles of railroad 
in Iowa totaled 417. 

A report from the State Journ- 
al, Des Moines, Sept. 15, 1859, 
lists the mileage of each of the 


‘ nine railroads: 


Keokuk & Ft. Des Moines .40 mi. 
Keokuk & Mt. Pleasant ..30 mi. 
Burlington & Missouri ....75 mi. 
Muscatine & Oskaloosa ..40 mi. 


Muscatine & Tipton ...... 13 mi. 
Mississippi & Missouri ....56 mi. 
Chicago, Iowa, & 

Nebraskan, sen. cs saan 86 mi. 
Dubuquerg Pacific a0 cnn. 42 mi. 
Dubuque Western ........ 35° mt. 


This will give a good picture 
of what was happening in Iowa. 
The Burlington & Missouri was 
just beginning to spread west- 
ward into Iowa. 

Prior to the coming of the rail- 
roads the mail was slow in com- 
ing. It came in a roundabout 
way, from the southeast and Keo- 
kuk or by way of the stage from 
Burlington to Eddyville thence 
down to Clarksville and later to 
Monroe Centre and thence to Al- 
bia—the latter being three suc- 
cessive names for the post office 
serving the community. 

Wareham G. Clark saved his 


inland neighbors many a long 
trek to the post office at Eddy- 
ville. When the post office had 
been established at Clarksville 
he was the first to be trusted by 
the mail from Eddyville to 
Clarksville. There seems to be no 
record of any account whereby 
he was asked to furnish bond or 
otherwise insure safe delivery of 
the mail. 


It was some time in 1853 when 
the first mail arrived in Albia by 
stage. The government at that 
time specified that there should 
be a scheduled time and a spe- 
cific conveyance for the mail. It 
was to be carried by a two-horse 
stage and the trip made twice 
weekly. 


The Burlington and Missouri 
railroad, seeking to derive reve- 
nue from this source, began look- 
ing for a suitable route for their 
operation. The road sent a young 
and. promising civil engineer to 
make this survey. He was Alfred 
Hebard. 

IIebard is quoted in the Annals 
of Iowa as saying that the hu- 
man eye is the best instrument 
for laying out a course for this 
purpose and he fully describes 
the hardships and inconveniences 
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The present structure in the Court 
House square is the third court house in 
the 113-year-old history of the county. The 
first was a log structure, built for a total 
cost of $75. The second structure was of 
brick and stood on the same location as 


endured by a man charged with 
his responsibility. 

Sleeping in the open, wading 
swollen streams, eating off the 
wilds and enduring the sickness 
bound to accompany such an ad- 
venture—all were a part of this 
life. 

This man laid out with his eye 
the route that the present Chica- 
go, Burlington and Quincy rail- 
road traverses across Monroe 
County and Iowa. It was the pur- 
pose to build a road with no 
grade to exceed a 40-foot rise to 
the mile. 

-Hebard began his work at Ot- 
tumwa and encountered his first 


o2 


Monroe County Court 


today’s Court House. In November 1901, 
voters approved a new Court House to cost 
$75,000 — an amount later increased to 
$100,000. The cornerstone was laid on 
Aug. 29, 1902, and the present building 
dedicated Oct. 26, 1903. 


challenge to the topography of 


- the land when he came upon 


Soap Creek with its gorges and 
ravines. He also spoke of the 
problems that this sort of topog- 
raphy presented, and compared 
it to the problems of building the 
pyramids of Egypt. 

Hebard said that he abandon- 
ed this route hastily and feeling 
that there was a way to the north 
that might be more favorable to 
the building of the railroad. They 
found it by following the trail of 
the Mormons to Mt, Risgah in 


‘Union County. 


In speaking of the population 
the engineer records that only 
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House 


one squatter was in Adams coun- 
ty and one in the commercial] line 
in Union County. 


The building of the~- north- 
south lines of railroads -in the 
county did not present the prob- 
lems for the engineers. First the 
terrain was easier. Secondly there 
were obvious footpaths. Third 
the stage line from Eddyville was 
a natural route to follow both for 
revenue and terrain. 


The development of the coal 
industry coupled with the  in- 
creasing population and more 
and more the railroads replaced 
the early stage lines. 
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Anderson Farm Service 


South A Street — Across from Post Office. 


Phone 637 Albia, lowa 


A Complete Line of Seeds, Feeds, Fertilizer 


Livestock Remedies Farm Supplies 


e 


- Aand A Shoe Store 


Shoes For All the Family 


MEN WOMEN CHILDREN 
CITY CLUB VELVET STEP WEATHER BIRD 
WESBORO SMART MAID HAPPY HIKERS 
DIAMOND BRAND TRIOS FUN SHOES 


Mr. and Mrs. Verlin Altheide 
SOUTH SIDE OF SQUARE ALBIA, IOWA 


MARY DALE 


DAIRY 


J. H. BICKERT, Owner 


ALSO BREEDERS OF REGISTERED GUERNSEY CATTLE. 
ALWAYS STOCK FOR SALE. 
ALBIA, IOWA 
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Duncan Book Store 


72 YEARS OF FRIENDLY SERVICE 
GIFT ITEMS - OFFICE SUPPLIES - PAINT AND WALLPAPER 


McCLURG’S OFFICE SUPPLIES - BOOKS 


On the Square 


The Hollingshead Co. Hollingshead 


INSURANCE - REAL ESTATE Abstract Company 


LOANS Agent for “Living Insurance” 
A. E. HOLLINGSHEAD Jr. MILTON F. HOLLINGSHEAD 
Successors to E.C. Sloan and Company 


Over Half a Century of Continuous Service to Monroe County 


HESS DRUG STORE 


JOHN HESS — JAMES HESS 
Quality Service 


Same Family - Same Location - Since 1906 
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From 1911 Program 


Chautauqua Auditorium Seated 2,000; 
Billy Sunday, Champ Clark Featured 


Half a century ago Albia and 
Monroe county had its Chautau- 
qua, a part of the country-wide 
group with its headquarters on 
Lake Chautauqua, Chautauqua, 
New York. 


Throughout the country similar 
groups had their week of educa- 
tional lectures, music, and enter- 
tainment during the summer and 
early fall months, 


The Albia Chautauqua Associa- 
tion was organized in the “win- 
ter of 1904-5 for the purpose of 
giving the people of the county 
an annual opportunity of seeing 
and hearing the best lecturers, 
musicians, and entertainers in 
the country. In spite of three 
years’ ‘hard luck’ it has_ kept 
moving and today it out cf debt 
and in excellent working condi- 
tion. There is no reason why it 
cannot be maintained for many 
years and be a permanent source 
of profit and pleasure to our 
people.” 


In these words the seventh as- 
sembly in 1911 was promoted. At 
that time the City of Albia had 
erected an auditorium at the City 
Park, with a seating capacity of 
2,000. 

Many families came and stayed 
for the entire week of lectures 
and entertainment. 


“Tents may be rented at reas- 
onable prices by all those desiring 
to camp on the grounds. We hope 
that many will avail themselves 
of this privilege. The City Park 
will be well lighted; supplied with 
plenty of good drinking water 
and patrolled both night and 
day, thus insuring safety and 
comfort. Those having tents can 
rent a lot for the season for $1.00. 
All those desiring either tents or 
lots are requested to notify the 
chairman of the ground commit- 
tee on or before July 20th, Loca- 
tion of tents can be reserved by 
depositing $1.00 in advance, bal- 
ance when possession is taken. 

“Camp furniture may be rent- 
ed at the following prices. Wo- 
ven wire cots T5¢e for the season, 
parties furnishing their own bed- 
ding; camp chairs for use on the 


ground, not in the Auditorium, 
25¢c for the season. 

Advance ticket prices included 
transferable season tickets for 
adults at $2.00 and non-transfer- 
able adult tickets for $1.50. Sin- 
gle admission tickets were 25c 
for adults and 15c for children. 

The notation was also made 
that “teams will be admitted to 
the grounds without charge.” 

Of the program for the Sev- 
enth Annual Assembly, August 9- 
16, 1911, the sponsor had this to 
say: 


“The program this year is an 
unusually good one. The lectur- 
ers engaged include Champ Clark, 
Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Bill Sunday, Lafayette 
Young, a son of Monroe county, 
who is recognized as one of the 
really big men of the state, Dr. 
Medbury, pastor of the Central 


one of the most eloquent men in 
Iowa, Lincoln McConnell, a well- 
known lecturer that always in- 
structs and entertains, L. B. Wick- 
ersham, Judge Alden, Mrs. Leo- 
nora Lake, several of whom have 
been with us before and ‘made 
good.’ 


“Rev. P. Marion Simms, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Vinton, lowa will have charge 
of the Bible hour and the plat- 
form besides giving us a sermon 
Sunday afternoon. 


“Miss Lillian Newton will again 
have charge of the children’s glee 
club and orchestra and there can 
be no doubt that a large number 
of children will avail themselves 
of this grand opportunity. 


“In the amusement line we 
have Rosani, the celebrated jug- 
gler, Norton’s Band, the Mlle. 


Church of Christ in Des Moines, Safe Concert Company and. the 


Emigrant’s Guide 


“A Glimpse of lowa in 1846 or the Emigrant’s Guide, and 
State Directory with a Description of the New Purchase: em- 
bracing much practical advise and useful information to in- 
tending emigrants, also, The New State Constitution.” 

That’s the full title of a book published in Burlington, 
lowa, in 1846 by John B. Newhall. 

The book was reprinted in 1957 by the State Historical 
Society of lowa. 


In his book Newhall has this to say of Monroe County: 

“Monroe county is situated west of and adjoining to Wap- 
ello, kcing in the second range of counties from the Missouri 
line. It is the same county that is frequently alluded to as 
Kishkekosh; the name having been changed during the re- 
cent session of the Legislature (1846). The land of Monroe 
is represented to be of an excellent quality, although portions 
of it will be found more broken than several of the neighbor- 
ing counties. Monroe county will present admirable facili- 
ties for extensive stock farms. The writer, during the past 
summer, while journeying through Kishkekosh (Menroe) 
spent the night with an old friend,* whose extensive im- 
provements, barns, enclosures, &c. would do honor to the 
best improved portions of Pennsylvania, or the celebrated 
Miami Valley, although but eighteen months had elapsed 
since the face of nature had been disturbed.” 

* John B. Gray—well known as one of the earliest mer- 
chants of Burlington. 
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Here’s a view of the auditorium which 
was constructed by the City of Albia and 
was located in the Albia City Park. Design- 
ed to protect the huge Chautauqua crowds 
from inclement weather, the building had 


Eureka Glee Club, all first class.” 


Arrangements were also made 
that year for motion pictures by 
Mr. J. E. Benton, operator of the 
Scenic Theatre. The. latter clos- 
ed during Chautauqua week and 
the program noted that “Most of 
the citizens of Albia know the 
quality of pictures shown at the 
Scenic, that they are always of 
the highest class, and will ap- 
preciate the public spirit shown 
by. Mr. Benton.” 


First Albia High 
Track Team 1907 


The first track team in Albia 
High School was in 1907 and the 
team won its first trophy, the 
“Livmbert: Cup,” in 1909. On that 
team were Joe Shoemaker, Will 
Richmond, Charles Foster, Reed 
Stewart, Morton Lea, Clarence Q. 
Nelson, LeRoy Clarkson, Elbert 
Elder, Earl Rouse and John Elder. 


The first basketball team con- 
sisted of Rae Pinkerton, Mildred 
and Lilia Hinton, Marguerite 
Boals, Verena Drohen, Pauline 
Hamilton and Nellie Elder. 


The first football team includ- 
ed Earl Moore, Joe Harlow, Wal- 


ter M. Nelson, Gilbert Nelson, 
Morrison Watson and Ralston 
Cresswell. 


The first gymnasium was in 
the northeast room of the base- 
ment of Lincoln school. 


04 


rent. 


a seating capacity of 2,000. During the 
Chautauqua season lots were rented at 
the city park and for those who didn’t 
have their own tents, these were also for 


Dr. William Gutch First 
Practiced Here in 1847 


Monroe County’s first doctor 
was William Gutch who more 
than a century ago started prac- 
ticing in Blakesburg following 
the awarding of his degree in 
1847. 

Earlier William Gutch had act- 
ed as a tutor in the Webb and 


Boggs homes, alternating between 


the two and staying perhaps a 
a month at each. In between his 
stays he had traveled back to 
Cincinnati, Ohio to study medi- 
cine, 

In 1898 his son, Thomas E. 
Gutch graduated from medical 
school in St. Louis and returned 
to Albia to grGeticg with his fa- 
ther. 

Over a period of years the Mill- 
er Hospital served the people of 
Monroe County. Dr. T. E. Gutch 


‘had bought a hospital in 1909 and 


finally in 1921 he purchased the 
Miller Hospital which was lo- 
cated in what was formerly the 
Titus Hotel. 

This new purchase was also 
given the name Miners Hospital 
and it remained in the same lo- 
cation until World War II shor- 
tages forced its closing. It was 
reopened as a hospital in 1946 
by Dr. ht. A. Smith. 

The Monroe County Hospital, 
which was authorized by a vote 


in 1946, was finished and opened 
for patients in 1954, It had at 
the time 14 patient beds. 

In October 1957 an addition to 


the hospital was opened, and 
this new addition — when all 
construction is completed — will 


provide a total bed capacity of 41. 

A Monroe County Hospital Aux- 
iliary, organized in 1955, in its 
first year of organization became 
the largest in the state with over 
900 members. 


ROUGH COUNTY— 


James Madison Willis, who 
traveled through Monroe county 
in 1853, described Albia in this 
way: “Albia is distinguished only 
as being the county seat of Mon- 
roe county, possessing a good 
court house and being nicely lo- 
cated, it bids fair for the future. 
Monroe is a rough county.” 


WOODMEN— 


The Woodmen of the World was 
formed in Albia Aug. 4, 1896, with 
50 charter members. 


P.E.0O.— 


The P. E. O. was first instituted 
here Aug. 31, 1884, with 10 char- 
ter members, 
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Early Ordinances Differed on Methods 
Of Laying Lumber for Albia Sidewalks 


Students of early day history of 
Albia itself have been unable to 
find copies of ordinances which 
governed the city during the first 
two decades of its incorporation. 

The theory has been advanced 
that all former municipal legis- 
lation was destroyed when re- 
vised ordinances were adopted by 
the City of Albia in 1876. These 
were published in a book in 1877 
by “Val Mendel, Steam Book and 
Job Printer.” 


James Coen, who was City So- 
licitor at that time and who had 
charge of the revision prefaced 
the new ordinances of 1876 with 
this explanation: 


“The City Council have thought 
it best to preface this book with 
a brief statement of the manner 
in which its contents have been 
enacted; and some of the reasons 
for its publication, which will be 
found in the following, as fully 
as space will permit: 


“In the Spring of 1876, while 
prosecuting some offenses, I dis- 
covered that the penal ordinanc- 
es, of the town of Albia, had not 
been properly published, and re- 
ported the matter to the City 
Council. Upon further examina- 
tion, I found many of them to 
conflict with each other. For ex- 
ample, there were four on the 
subject of sidewalks; two requir- 
ed the lumber to be laid length- 
wise, not nearer than three feet 
from the lots; two of them, cross- 
wise, not farther than one foot 
from the lots; and five, on beer 
and wine; three of them licensing, 
and two prohibiting—all unre- 
pealed; also, in the relation to 
the manner of conducting elec- 
tions, the duties of city officers, 
street labor, poll tax, and many 
other things the Laws of the 
State do not apply to cities, and 
in all such cases no ordinances 
had ever been passed, and the 
machinery could not run without 
them, Either the old ordinances 
must be published, or new ones 
passed in their stead. The ex- 
pense in either case was nearly 
the same. The Council chose the 
latter and repealed the ordinanc- 
es. 


“Every ordinance now in force, 
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except Nos. 1, 17, and 26, have 
been passed since March 15, 1875. 

“I procured the revised ordi- 
nances Of Des Moines, Musca- 
tine, Davenport, Oskaloosa, Char- 
iton, Ottumwa, Mt. Pleasant, 
Keokuk and Burlington and the 
latest works on the laws of cor- 
porations, and was directed by 
the Council, from time to time, 
to draw such ordinances as were 
thought necessary for the govern- 
ment of the City. 


“The Council and myself rec- 
ognized the experience of the 
older cities worthy of our consid- 
eration, and from their ordinanc- 
es, With such alterations and ad- 


ditions as were thought best, 
most of these ordinances have 
been drawn. Several, however, 


are entirely new, and not in use 
in other cities. No particular city 
has been taken as a model, but 


all that was thought best, has 
been taken from each. 
“Generally, they have been 


drawn first by myself, in which 
I consulted all the books in my 
possession, on each subject, and 
drew each ordinance as full and 
perfect as I was able, so as to 
cover all the ground authorized 
by law. The first draft was then 
carefully revised, two or three 
times, by adding, abbreviating, 
and changing as I thought best, 
until satisfactory. They were then 
reported to the Council, and in 
their hands, passed through ex- 
amination and_ criticism, and 
sometimes, material changes, 
most of which, I am convinced, 
were improvements on the origi- 
nal draft. 


“No ordinance was passed by 
a-close vote, nor without reading 
from three to half a dozen times. 
Some were considered for several 
meetings, until they assumed a 
form approved by all; and then, 
and not until then, was a final 
vote taken, so that they were 
passed almost unanimously. 


“Care has been taken to place 
the whole of any one subject in 
the same ordinance, as nearly 
as possible, as duties of officers, 
nuisances, licenses, general offen- 
ses, etc. All offenses of general 
nature are embraced in No, 19,” 


Streets 


Albia’s streets in days gone 
past were designated by names 
rather than the numbered 
streets and avanues as of the 
present day. 


Streets running east. and 
west were designated Madison, 
Jefferson, Benton, Washington, 
Taylor, and Franklin. 

Only Benton and Washington 
retain. the same names today. 

North and south streets were 
named Harrison, Clinton, Main, 
Jackson, and Chestnut. 

Clinton and Main retain their 
names to the present. 

These names were given 
early in the city’s history as 
they are listed on plats dating 
back to the Civil War and were 
retained until well beyond the 
turn of the century. 


Sought $50,000 
For Rail Pledge 


When Charles E, Perkins and J. 
F’. Joy visited Albia in June, 1865, 
to secure a pledge of $50,000 to 
assure construction of the 
Missouri Railroad (now a part of 
the Chicago, Burlington and Quin- 
cy) to Albia, they were served 
oysters at a dinner. 

The two easterners refused to 
eat oysters because of the time 
of the year and distance from the 
seaboard. 

Perkins reported, however, that 
the Albians ate them “as if 
they would never get another 
chance.” 


EAST WARD— 

In the 1856 election for coun- 
cilmen from the East Ward J. H. 
Halbrook and Samuel Buchanan 
were winners with 64 and 60 
votes. Thomas Myers received 53 
and John: Philips 52 votes. 


A.O.U.W.— 

The Ancient Order of United 
Workers, an insurance and fra- 
ternal organization formed in 
Albia in 1884, was a pioneer or- 
ganization of its type. 
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Al & Bill’s cal 


Skelly Service SMITH 
ALBIA, IOWA 
peal ceetibe SANDWICH 
15-Minute Wash ; SHOP 


Phone 136 


The GALLIERS Co. 


Wholesale Supplies 
Albia, Iowa Optometrist 


Dr. G. A. Hannum 


Phone 147 for 
Fletcher — Television ett ere iam 
Phone 229 for 
RADIO-TV SALES & SERVICE 
25 W. Benton Albia, lowa 
Res. Phone 329W 


East Side ie 


Woodcock C. P. Peterson 


Veterina rian 
INSURANCE cl: 
ALBIA, IOWA ALBIA, IOWA 
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Humeston 
Funeral Home 


Established 1903 
ALBIA IOWA 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 


Humeston Furniture 
Since 1903 
ALBIA IOWA 


Davis 
Food Lockers 


We Pick Up and Do Custom 
Butchering 


Processing and Retail Choice Meats 
Phone 369 
DEAN KINNAIRD 
Albia, Iowa 


The 
Food Center 


QUALITY GROCERIES AND MEATS 
Phone 171 
Free Delivery 
JOHN R. WOOD, Owner 


Frank Parry 


insurance 


ALBIA IOWA 


Blue Bird Cafe 


We Specialize in Good Food 
CHOICE STEAKS, FRIED CHICKEN 
HOME MADE PIES 


LOIS - BILL - DEANIE 
DAVIS 


Smith 
Laundry 


PHONE 38 
Complete Laundry - 


Service. 
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County Residents Bought 
Stock in Early Railroads 


A little over a half a century 
ago there were six rail lines and 
various branches operating in the 
county. There was the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy R.R.; the 
Albia, Knoxville and Des Moines 
Ry.; the Iowa Central; the Cen- 
terville, Moravia and Albia Ry.; 
the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. 
Paul Ry.; and the Wabash, at 
that time a defunct road. 


The C.B.&Q. or the ‘“Q”’” has 
always been the most prominent. 
The Burlington Route began to 
build across the county around 
the late months of 1865 and the 
early months of 1866. It began as 
the ‘Burlington and Missouri’ and 
had crossed Iowa from Burlington 
to Ottumwa sometime prior to 
1865. It proposed to extend on to 
Albia and Chariton, this was 
done during the year 1866. So the 
old ‘B. & M.’ on its way to the 
mighty Mo. 


The company sought funds and 
threatened the residents of Mon- 
roe and Lucas counties with diver- 
sion of the line by another route 
if they would not raise $100,000 
to secure the road. Monroe coun- 
ty people granted the right of 
way, and provided depot grounds, 
and took about $14,000 of com- 
pany stock. This later bought up 
by officials of the company for 
15 to 20 cents on the dollar. 


At about this same lime that 
the road was secured to Monroe 
county they began to look fora 
north and south outlet and ‘the 
Iowa Central was conceived to 
connect with the Northern Mis- 
souri roads, which were more or 
less paper plans to induce the 
local investor. 


About $100,000 was subscribed 
to bring the line down from the 
Mahaska county line to Albia, the 
southern terminus, This line was 
completed into Albia in 1871. The 
dormant plans of Northern Mis- 
souri Railroad were revived and 
it was thought that there could 
be revived the idea of a north 
and south line to extend into 
the Gulf states. 

The road in which General 
Drake was interested belonged to 
the Wabash System and it was 
proposed to build noith from 
Centerville to Albia and connect 


with the Iowa Central. This would 
connect the Iowa Central with 
the M. I. & N. The promoters as- 
serted that they could build on to 
Des Moines in a year or so, from 
the date of its completion to Al- 
bia, if Monroe county would vote 
a tax for its construction. The 
tax would amount to the sum of 
$20,000 and an additional $6,000 
was subscribed with which to buy 
right of way. The tax was voted, 
and levied in Monroe and Troy 
townships and the road was built. 


Not to be outdone by the 
scheme of the Wabash, the C. 
B. & Q. R. R. constructed a spur 
from Albia to Moravia, intending 
to push further south. But when 
the Wabash completed the Cen- 
terville, Moravia and Albia Ry. 
the “Q” terminated at Moravia 
and abandoned its scheme. This 
was to have been the “Q” plan to 
continue the Albia, Knoxville and 
Des Moines line to connect up 
with the lines in the northern 
part of Missouri. 


The C. M. & A. was begun in 
March 1880. This proved a bitter 
experience in railroad building. 

The M. I. & N. began running 
trains into Albia in August, 1880 


but for quite sometime it did not 
show enough vitality to much 
more than hold on to life. For 
several years-it had been operat- 
ed between Albia and Centerville 
and had abandoned its track be- 
tween Albia and Harvey where 
it junctioned with the Wabash. 
These north and south lines thru 
Monroe county had very hectic 
life. The abandoned Wabash 
track between Albia and Harvey, 
was operated as the Wabash, Des 
Moines and St. Louis Ry. and ran 
for 11 miles thru Monroe county. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
St. Paul (Kansas City Division) 
traverses the southern part of 
the county for a distance of about 
10 miles and as near as 9 miles 
to Albia, with transfer facilities 
at Moravia. 


FEDERAL AGENT— 


Iferman Holli, 31, a .federal 
agent who was killed in Novem- 
ber 1934 in a gun battle with 
Baby Face Nelson, was well 
known in Monroe county. He was 
a grandson of Mrs. Julia McCar- 
ty, a pioneer resident of Cedar 
township. 


FIRST MELROSE BANK— 

Thomas Brandon, who settled in 
Franklin township in 1845, found- 
ed the first bank in Melrose. At 
one time Brandon owned nearly 
1,400 acres of land. 


% eS a a 


Sie Mesa’ eee 


St. Mary’s School on Benton Ave. E., was opened in 
the fall of 1954 with an enrollment of 94 in the first sev- 
en grades. The following year the eighth grade was 
added. Beginning this fall it will be the only parochial 
school remaining in Monroe county. 
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Bogg‘s Daughter Was First 


The Albia NEWSpapers were 
given credit for bringing to light 
a correction in earlier historical 
records of Monroe County. 

Prior histories of Albia and 
Monroe County have been unan- 
imous in their statements that 
John §S. Gray, born Sept. 20, 1843, 
was the first white child to be 
born in Monroe County. 

But in The Monroe County News 
of April 7, 1941, the following 
appeared: 

“Hickenlooper’s History of Mon- 
roe County, Andreas Atlas of Iowa 
and the files of the lowa Writers 
Program stated that John S. Gray, 
born Sept. 20, 1843, was the first 
white child to be born in the 
county. But Charles C. Miller, a 
resident of near Avery, informed 
The Monroe County News that 
his aunt, Joanna Boggs, was born 
three days before John S. Gray, 
on Sept. 17, 1843. Miller found 
the record in a Bible that had 


Automobile Guide 
Lists 1913 Roads 


Heubinger’s Pocket Automobile 
Guide for lowa, “covering every 
road in the state” and published 
in 1913 gives a record of Monroe 
county roads nearly half a cen- 
tury ago. 

It listed the approved hotels, 
ete, Listed in Albia are the New 
Monroe Hotel, the Reo Garage 
Co. and the Oxford Cafe. 

In this early day automotive 
guide the Blue Grass Road en- 
tered the county at the west in 
Jackson township, went through 
. Melrose north to the _ present 

Highway 34 and followed that 
general route to Albia, then cut 
south to Blakesburg. 

Present Highway 34 west of 
the Melrose corner was known 
as Russell Boulevard. The route 
of present Highway 137 was 
known as Chariton Road. 

The present Highway 34 east 
of Albia was designated as Air 
Lane Road. Highway 60 south 
was known as Moravia Road. 


CONSOLIDATIONS— 

In 1920, Monroe county was 
one of only five counties in Iowa 
with no consolidated schools. 


08 


Born in This New County 


been in the family for a hundred 
years. 

“The names of the parents, 
Josiah C. and Louisa Boggs and 
that of little girl, Joanna, had 
been written down but the place 
of birth was not indicated. Miller 
said, however, that while his 
mother, Elvira Boggs had been 
born in Van Buren County Aug. 
27, 1841, the family later moved 
to Monroe County and there the 
next daughter was born. 

“Miller’s cousin, Seth Carhartt, 
who lived northeast of Albia, 
also remembered hearing Josiah 
Boggs tell of moving to the vicin- 
ity in a covered wagon during 
1843. Carhartt owned two obitu- 


Here's 


the Biot 


aries, one of Joanna Boggs, de- 
seased May 16, 1904, that stated 
her father had come to Monroe 
County May 10, 1843. The second, 
referring to Charles Anderson 
Boggs, deceased, May 24, 1926, 
mentioned that one of his sisters 
was the first white child born 
in Monroe County. Thus informa- 
tion available shows that Joanna 
Boggs was the first white child 
born in Monroe County.” 


The family Bible from which 
the dates referred to above are 
taken is now in the possession of 
Orlo Miller, Rte. 3, Albia, a great 
nephew of Joanna Boggs. The 
Bible records the birth of all of 
the members of the family of 
Joasia T. Boggs (Born Dec. 23, 
1805) and Louisa Lemaster Boggs 
(Born Dec. 5, 1810). The couple 
was married Oct. 1, 1829 and 
came to Iowa in March of 1839. 


eas 


Orlo Miller, Rte. 3, Albia, is viewing a page from an 
old family Bible, a family record giving the information 
about the first white child born in Monroe county, Jo- 
anna Boggs. A great aunt of Miller, Joanna Boggs was 
born Sept. 17, 1843. Previous histories of Monroe coun- 
ty had all stated that John S. Gray, born Sept. 20, 1843, 
was the first white child born in Monroe county, 
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For Beautiful Diamonds and 
ba] 
Watches, Fine Jewelry or Gifts, 


Quality Coals 


Visit “ACer- 

. Slaughtering, Processing for 

\\\ I/, Home Freezer or Locker 

S co GEM SHOP 
CLOYD HOLLINGSHEAD SAND - GRAVEL - ROCK 
Jeweler 
Albia Iowa 
Godfrey Ice & Coal Co. 
1859 OR 1959 
Guaranteed Quality and Service 818 Benton Avenue East 
No Matter What Year Albia, lowa Phone 268 


Edwards 
Shoe Store 


106 Washington Avenue East 


Pester's 


Gas for Less 


50 Brands Motor Oil 


Phone 686 Cigarettes 
East on Highway No. 34 
QUALITY FOOTWEAR 


Albia, Iowa 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 


Mick's Drive-In 


Highway 34 East 


Dairy Queen 


for the quality 


SANDWICHES, DRINKS, FRENCH FRIES 
CHICKEN, PIZZA, MALTS 


you can taste 


SUNDAES - MALTS - DRINKS 


PINTS AND QUARTS ENJOY LIFE 


Highway 34 cde daiy 


Barbara and Bob Loney GLORIA AND HAROLD MICK 
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Spencer 


Dairy 
FINEST 


DAIRY PRODUCTS 


Route Delivery 


Or Cash and Carry at Farm. 


Brawdy's 
For Medicine 


Northeast Corner Square 


PHONE 150 


ALBIA, IOWA 


JandR 
Food Mart 


Specializing In 
AA GRADE STEAKS 


309 B Ave. East 
PHONE 724 


Beare ARCHERY 


HEADQUARTERS 
SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF 
BOWS - ARROWS - ACCESSORIES 


The Stafford Co. 
9295 So. Clinton Albia, Ia. 


DAVIS PAINTS 
WALLPAPER - GIFTS 
HALLMARK CARDS 


“Best Buys of The 
Century” 


Davis Paint Store 


ALBIA, IOWA 


Shipley’s Cafe 
Ea. 
Home Made Pastry 


Plate Lunches 


Sandwiches 


11 North Main St. 
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Kendall Was Congressman, 
Governor from 1921-1925 


Nathan FE. Kendall, born March 
17, 1868, on a farm near Green- 
ville, Lucas County, moved to 
Albia as a young man and, hav- 
ing learned shorthand, entered 
into an association with T. B. 
Perry, veteran lawyer and former 
Monroe County prosecuting attor- 
ney. Kendall did Perry’s  short- 
hand work for him in exchange 
for the use of the lawyer’s office 
and equipment. 


Kendall, a Republican, was ad- 
mitted to the bar in May 1889, 
and soon after this early start he 
served as city attorney, county at- 
torney, and member of the State 
legislature. He had become known 
as a polished speaker and was 
always in demand at various 
gatherings. 


Elected to Congress in 1909, 
Kendall served until 1913, with- 
drawing from renomination at 
that time on account of ill health. 


He was able, however, to accept 
the governorship of Iowa several 
years later, and acted as chief 
executive of the State from 1921 
to 1925: 

Governor and Mrs. Kendall won 
the deep gratitude of the people 
of Albia by presenting their 
home to the city for the use of 
The Albia Woman’s Club, and as 
a community center. In 1930 Ken- 
dall donated a $10,000 addition to 
the Albia Public Library; after his 
death in 1936 another gift of 6,500 
books enlarged the 10,000 volume 
collection. 


As a memorial to the Governor, 
a canary marble seat and a flag- 
stone walk were placed on the 
lawn of his former Albia home, 
now known as Kendall Place, In 
accordance with his request, his 
ashes now rest in an urn under 
the flagstone walk, about three 
feet in front of the marble seat. 

Mr. Kendall married Belle 


Kendall Place 


Now the home of the Albia Woman’s Club and a 
gathering place for the entire community, Kendall Piace 
was the residence of Governor and Mrs. Nathan E. Ken- 
dall. This fine home, located next to the Albia Public Li- 
brary, was given by the Kendalls late in 1923. The Al- 
bia Woman’‘s Club did a partial remodeling, removing 
partitions on the first floor to make a larger meeting 


place. 


Wooden, of Centerville, who was 
an only child. She dled quite sud- 
denly while on a world-cruise 
with her husband, at an Italian 
seaport. Her remains were relurn- 
ed to Iowa and interred at Cen- 
terville, Iowa, 


ne 
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Another First 


The Rev. Allen M. Simpson, 
first Iowa negro to be ordained 
to the priesthood of the Roman 
Catholic Church, celebrated his 
first Solemn High Mass at Ot- 
tumwa Feb. 8, 1948. He was or- 
dained at Youngstown, Ohio on 
Feb. 2, 1948 and was the 28th 
negro in the United States. to 
enter the priesthood. 

Father Simpson is a former 
resident of Lovilia and attend- 
ed the Lovilia schools before 
entering the seminary. 

He was born at Bear Creek, 
west of Ottumwa, the son of 
William B. and Elsie Simpson. 
He had eight brothers and sis- 
ters. 


POPPI GPPSLOLIL LOL ELOLOLOLLOLL OD 


TAXES— 

Taxes on property in Monroe 
county in 1857 were: state reven- 
ue, two mills; poll tax, 50 cents; 
property road tax, one mill; road 
poll tax, two dollars; school tax, 
one-half mill; ordinary county 
revenue, five mills; special tax 
for bridges, three-fourths mill. 


GRAVE YARD— 

On April 13, 1857, Monroe 
County Court ordered payment of 
$100 for purpose of enclosing the 
Albia Grave Yard, providing the 
remainder of the sum necessary 
would be raised by private sub- 
scriptions, 


HARNESS SHOP— 

William K, Hardenbrook opened 
a harness shop on the southeast 
corner of the square in Albia in 
1874. He served on the city coun- 
cil, as fire chief, and in 1897 was 
elected mayor. 


ONLY MILK WAGON— 

Allen A. Mason, who settled in 
Albia in 1853, was elected judge 
of Monroe county in 1861. From 
1876 until 1887 he was in the 
dairy business and had the only 
milk wagon in the city during 
that time. 


09 


new caive “ileraiaeD Yo 
“hws atiep hei oe . — 
nai thew we went 
wutind an Py 
“Nitin swe ented 48” 
+neo te hovel betes uot a 

» ewol ‘ollie 


~eeee wwewen eeieee ee eeeeest 


qth isdionA 


gorqni2 MM xollA .vot, oT 
beninb:o of of oper wal Fort. 
anaol oft to boodieshg oft of 
eid botusdeles domstD vifedin2 
jO iv aanM dpilt ameia® tev? 
0 cow off SFG! 6 ol nwaw 
no oifO wtwolrmpageY to boninh 
2:eS off eow bao MEL \& dot 
of agic!a betinY ed! at open 
booniesing ed? vetne 

waorrot & vi aeeqdl? wilist 
-bnoiio ban vilivel to imebizer 
ay@ied shootsz niltvod edt bo 
vronictee ef} gnirotno 

eesD sped fm mired eow off 
fo woe off owinwliO tea tzow 
oceania offf% bes 2 amilliw 
-glia bane grediosd tdpie bea ati 
e304 


Oo ee ee ee eee 


A KAT 
eoweM al yinisqowg no asxeT 
-79V91 Ofate sow Teel mi eliriios 
‘sine OF x0) Hog jalilay Ow? oy 
bao :iHim eno «er bear ydreqorg 
xei [ooteg <2.atloh owl xa) oq 


Wauno vyannibw ei Maert-ono 
xAl inbvoqe jeiim evil uneven 
dit ecdsyolt-eswkt fogbind .101 


—GSAY AVAL 
somoM ‘ORL £i tingA nO 
lo fenyeg bowbi vod ylavod 
od yriacione Yo seorauq 12 01S 
of) ynibivorg bint sven) nidlé 
Vinreooed? mua Of) Jo sbalndryt 
-dee aiavi, yd beeler od binow 

atiiiahor 


4 


# TONS 
butego Xocidiebial 2 seilliw 
yeuorgwoe of! to Gore geonmd 4 


al aidiA at ervempe efid) io sontted + 


-ruvd Vila ed! ao hewies olf ATSE 
sow TOkL at baa Ysidy otlt ea fio 


AO"{am petals | 


—RODAW IIa VIMO 
ai belties ofw o20M .A mollAé 
eyby, botovle enw SCRE al sitlA 
iors 182i al. giauos oo100M Io 
oft wi saw od TRAC Winw Ofer 


yvlnw of! bed bas eqoniaud yuab . 


‘gribub yiio ol) al oogew aim 


hy | 0 fare! =. Cre ee F 


* 


frye NPirees 


ree ie 


_» 

' davon at noeebiva hen 20 ott 
feiovee cwel Wh gq WOH OVOEY ots 
, Ylto en belon “uaa aUlsy 


“Yel aon inde “Si 10: wvituodne 
‘ pervert 
now tetwaal 2mm baa Tony. 

sigogy ot lo sdbulilay qeoh oni 


flod)., yelinsenq yd ok Yow | 


lo ge oth Ol yilo od) oF ante 
ao ben dutd e'nacegW sidiA oft 
-9H OfCE al .oi0ed Vilow nue & 
of collin OOF ,OL8 8 betanokh Hab 
sith goths ;yuawil offtiwd cifiA ot 
602.8 lo Jig sodJomd O00! ni dineh 
ornuiay O8Q0T sd) Gogisine adoad 
'_ dtolgadilige 
{onwvOD oft oF Iehiomom o tA 
-poll.a haa dose oldie yisihe # 
oft no heoniq stow Allow onole 


omen aitA wWemok gid Yo awn: 


nl «eel Uebaot ge awond won 
eit Jeuppor vid Atiw sonebiooss 
yobnu mu oe mi Jen. won asdan 
d0i7! suodn Slaw snodenall eff 
toon sldvacr git 16 Ine ai iol 
silo beisam Mohn. aM. 


ra 


5.) 


” 
, 


ve 
” 


ee. 
; 

> ra i Tae | 

} iv, ) one 

Ce | 1% ie 

ty oy wen ee 
3 he a 


eee Pe Br ge ee a 


£ rudy si rol 4 
pur mss, 


Four Votes Decided Site 
Of Future Town of Albia 


The history of a community can 
be traced through the official do- 
cuments and through its courts. 

This the City of Albia itself did 
in 1905 when it revised the City 
Ordinances and included in that 
revision a brief history of Albia. 
This history records the actual 
minutes which located the site, 
changed the name to Princeton, 
incorporated the town, and ad- 
vanced the town to a city of the 
Second Class. 


The following are excerpted 
from that history: 


3y an act of territorial legisla- 
ture, James A. Galliher, of Jef- 
ferson, E. S. Rand of Van Buren, 
and Osrael Kister, of Davis coun- 
ties, were appointed commission- 
ers to locate the county seat of 
Kishkeekosh county. They met 
at the house of Wareham G. Clark 
at Clark’s Point, August 5, 1845, 
and located it at Princeton, which 
is the present site of Albia. 


The first survey of the town 
was made by John N. Massey, 
and comprised eleven _ blocks, 
which survey was approved Octo- 
ber 5, 1845. After the location of 


the county seat, a contest was: 


had by W. G. Clark and others 
in favor of Clark’s Point. An elec- 
tion was ordered by the legisla- 
ture, and was held the first Mon- 
day in April, 1846. It resulted in 
favor of Princeton by a majority 
of four votes. On the 19th day of 
January, 1846, by an act of the 
territorial legislature, the name 
of the county was changed from 
Kiskeekosh to Monroe. 


In Court Record 1, page 151, we 
find the following entry. ‘Copy 
of the United States District Court 
Entries for the March term of 
said court for the year 1846, ord- 
ered to be transcribed by the 
Judge of the 9th Judicial Dis- 
trict of the State of Iowa, viz. 

U. S. District Court Minutes 

At the District Court held by 
the Hon. Charles Mason at Clarks- 
ville in and for the county of Mon- 
roe (then in the Territory of 
Iowa) 2nd day, March 24, 1846. 

In accordance with an act au- 
thorizing an election of the Seat 
of Justice, for Monroe county, 
the judges of the several elective 
precincts met at Clarksville in 
said county on the ninth day of 


60 


April, 1846, and in the presence 
of the Clerk of the District, ex- 
amined the returns of said elec- 
tion, when it was declared that 


the town of Princeton, having 
received a majority of legal votes, 
it should therefore be the seat of 
Justice for Monroe County.” 


CHARLES MASON, Judge, 
On Court Record 1, page 7, 
we find the following entry. 


May 1, 1848 
Ordered by the Court that the 


First Settler 

John Blake Gray, the first permanent settler in Mon-. 
roe county, came here May 1, 1843—+the first day on 
which the land was opened for settlement. Born in Ver- 
mont April 9, 1809, Gray had moved west to Burling- 
‘ton. He’s credited with naming that city in March 1834. 
He had moved into the Black Hawk Purchase in Janu- 
ary of that year. A son, John Stephens Gray, was for 
many years thought to have been the first white child 
born in Monroe county, though this honor goes to an- 
other by three days, according to present day histor- 
ians. Gray had married Eliza Stephens March 3, 1835 
and John Stevens Gray was born Sept. 20, 1843, four 
and one-half months after the couple moved to Monroe 
county. This picture of John B. Gray, taken on his 


60th birthday, is owned by great-granddaughter, Mrs. 
J. P. Claver, 203 North Ninth St. 
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name of Princeton, the county 
seat of Monroe County be chang- 
ed (as prayed for by petition pre- 
sented at the May Term, 1848) to 
’Albia, and that from and: after 
the present time said town be 
known and designated as Albia. 


CYRUS OLNEY, Judge. 

In Deed Record A, page 430, of 
recorder’s office, is found the 
original incorporation and plat 
of Albia. 


The order of the Court is found 
in Record A, page 433, and is as 
follows: 

State of Iowa, 
Monroe County, ss 

Be it remembered that on the 
26th day of March, A. D. 1859, a 
petition was heard by the county 
court of said county and state, 
for the incorporation of “The 
Town of Albia”, and it appearing 
to the court that all the necessary 
and preliminary steps have been 
taken for the incorporation of the 


This Wa 


lived 
Moines, Albia, Fairfield, and Washington 


in Des 


said Town of Albia, and that a 
majority of the legal voters are 
in favor of said incorporation, it 
is therefore ordered by the court 
that the said town be organized 
and that the recorder of said 
county record the same as soon 
as practicable in the proper book 
of record, and file and preserve in 
his office the original papers for 
incorporation, 

JAMES HILTON, 

County Judge. 


Albia became a city of the sec- 
ond class Feb. 15, 1876, the cer- 
tificate therefor being as_ fol- 
lows: 


“Statement, Proclaiming Albia, 
Iowa, a City of Second Class.” 
Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 15, 1876 
Statement: The Governor, the 
Auditor and Secretary of State, 
having this day upon examina- 
tion of the returns, filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State, 


s the Cramer House 


George P. Cramer built this hotel in 
Albia in 1867 and operated it for many 
years in the same location on North Clin- 


before returning here to build and oper- 
ate the hotel. During the Civil War he was 
engaged in purchasing horses for the gov- 
ernment and for three years was in the 
circus business. 


of the Census of the Town of Al- 
bia, in the County of Monroe, 
taken by an order of the Town 
Council of Albia, as provided by 
Chaper 52 of the public laws of 
the Fifteenth General Assembly, 


‘ ascertained that said Town has a 


population exceeding two thou- 
sand and is therefore entitled to 
become a City of the Second 
Class. 


Now, Therefore, the Governor 
of the State of Iowa, has caused 
the statement thereof to be pre- 
pared, and made public. 

In testimony whereof, witness 
my hand the day first above 
written, 


JOSIAH T. YOUNG, 
Secretary of State. 


This accounts for the change 
of name as it legally applies but 
in nO manner explains who gave 
it, nor does it explain a meaning 
of why it was so named. 
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Junior Hig 


Albia Junior High School students in the 
fall of 1959 will be able to use this new 
building, approved by the voters and con- 
structed with a $287,000 bond issue. It 
adjoins the Albia High School Field House 
on the north. High School shops students 


cals saccades : 


Kish-ke-kosh County Had 
Its First School in 1844 


The public school system in 
Iowa received its being when the 
legislature on Jan. 1, 1839, passed 
an act providing for the establish- 
ment of common schools. 

A year later another act estab- 
lished the.system, providing for 
a district as the unit for school 
boundaries. In January 1841 the 
legislature created the office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Generally speaking there were 
nine schoo] districts set up in 
each of the 12 townships in Mon- 
roe county. 

In 1844, the first school house 
in Kish-ke-kosh county was built 
on the farm of the first settler 
John B. Gray. It was known as 
Pleasant school and the first 
teacher was Lorania Adams of 
Blakesburg, who taught possibly 
the fall term. Dudley C. Barber 
taught the winter term in 1944. 

Before any schools had been 
built in the .town of Princeton or 
Albia Theodore B. Perry Sr. 
taught school in the small Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church build- 
ing on North Clinton. 

T. B, Perry, who was also a 


62 


member of the legislature, was 
a member of the first State Board 
of Education, He maintained the 
atlilude that the people should 
have the large powers in regulat- 
ing school affairs, not only in 
district and local matters but 
also in the selection of state of- 
fice holders, 


In 1863 the population of Albia 
had grown to such proportions 
that the Christian and Baptist 
churches were rented for school 
purposes. In 1864 the school 
board levied a 5-mill tax and pur- 
chased the dwelling and land 
of W. C. Hatton on South Clinton 
Street (present site of Dr. Smith 
building) and here the first school 
house was built. 


In 1868 a three story brick 
building was erected on the site 
now occupied by the Lincoln 
School, This building cost $28,000. 
It was destroyed by fire and the 
next year the present building 
was erected. 


Grant School was erected in 


1894 in the South Park addition 


to Albia, It cost $10,000 and was 
designed to accomodate the lower 
grades, Six rooms on the north 


h School 


used the shop space during the second se- 
mester of the 1958-59 term. The former 
shops building has been remodeled for 
use as a school cafeteria and the hot lunch 
program will get under way at the start 
of the 1959-60 term. 


portion were the original build- 
ing, but other rooms were added 
later. : 
Later the Washington and Jeff- 
erson schools were built and in 
1912 the present Albia High 
School was constructed. 

Nearly 50 years ago, in 1911, 
Albia had 230 high school stu- 
dents, 1,000 pupils attending the 
grades. 

“Higher 


education” in Albia 


flourished at least for a time with 


the establishment in 1908 of the 
Albia Business College. 

For a period, too, the Albia 
Schoo] District operated the Albia 
Junior College on a two year 
basis. 


MINED AT 8— 

James A. Seddon, who engaged 
in mining in Monroe county off 
and on between 1877 and 1886, 
began working in the mines in 
Lancashire, England at the age 
of 8 years. 


CHURCH IN COURT— 

Services of the United Pres- 
byterian congregation were held 
in the Monroe County Court 
House beginning in 1860. 


CHARTER— 

The town of Albia received a 
special municipal charter from 
the Iowa Legislature in 1857, 
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Many Fine Residences 


Albia has had a number of fine resi- 
dences built in the post war years as 
became available 
again. Located in all sections of the city, 


building materials 


City Limits. 


Monroe County Has Had 60 
Post Offices; Three Today 


Monroe county has had _ 60 
Post Offices since the first one 
was established Jan. 14, 1846 at 
Clarksville, about three miles 
north of the present City of Albia. 

Today, of the 60 which have 
served various communities in 
Monroe county over the 113 year 
period, only three remain. 


Albia, Melrose, and Lovilia still 
have Post Offices. Avery, which 
up to 1957 was a Post Office, has 
been operated as Avery Rural 
Station since that time, a branch 
of the Albia Post Office. 

Clarence Q. Nelson of Des 
Moines, a former Albia resident, 
has been engaged for several 
years. in research on a postal 
history of Monroe county. At the 
present he is completing work 
on a postal map which locates 
each of the 60 Post Offices and 
which will tell the changes in 
the rural routes serving patrons. 

Nelson, in writing of the Post 
Offices, noted that 18 men have 
served as Postmaster in Albia 
since the organization of the 
Post Office here. 


These men were Dudley C. 
Barber, John Marck, John Phil- 
lips, W. E. Collins, James H. Mor- 


ris, Dr. Thomas Craig, Val Men- 


del, J. P. Early, A. J. Weber, A. R. 
Barnes, W. S. Fall, D. M. Ander- 
son, George L. Robb, J. M. Gass, 
William G. Wood, Ruth F. Hol- 
lingshead, Guy S. Moser (acting), 
and Judson M. Hersman. 


The following Post Offices 
have served Monroe county com- 
munities in the past 113 years: 


Clarksville 
Albia 

Albany 
Bridgeport 
Georgetown 
Bucknell 

Cuba 

Fraker 
Hickory 
Fredric 

Hynes 

Lovilia 

East Melrose 
Rexfield 
Miami 
Thompsonville 
Tyrone 
Wanlock 
Urbana City 
Maple 
Pleasant Corners 
Monroe Centre 
Osprey 
Mantua 
Hummaconna 


they have added much to the beauty of 
the community. These residences are lo- 
cated on Benton Ave. E. near the Albia 


Ward 

White City 
Princeton 
Warner 
Selection 
Hilton 
Coffman 
Avery 
Bremer 
Haydock 
Chisholm 
Foster 
Gray’s Creek 
Henn 
Lindville 
Hocking 
Hiteman 
Hickory Grove 
Lockman 
Buxton 
Cedar Mines 
Melrose 
Smithfield 
Whiteburg 
Brompton 
Coalfield 
Bluff Creek 
Bucknell 
Coalton 
Consol 

Enon 
LaGrange 
Halfway Prairie 
Eldorado 
Weller 


KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS— 


Troy Lodge No, 31, Knights of 
Pythias, was organized July 15, 
1875, with 24 charter members. 


63 


‘thal 


P a ‘a 7 f eh 
Pays se Eee ht hy let 1 
: : hes Pa ; wa with 
.) aa , ' a pas Senet — 
ACS OEE 5 we gE on fy | aN . , te % Oe 
aie tebe gins, 2 Mi. pd art! 5 
CDE Lok Ai as adie sie Life. We 


io viueod arf of dourn bebboe ever yasit 
-of ore eaanebizes stedT .ytinurmimno? ot 
sidlA eit 160m .3 vA notned fo betes 

ttiinttd y¥tid 


biaW 
wid slid 
rojyontl 
soni ¥! 
moto 
mouil 5 
aeeiieD 
WiavA 
rena 
Apoby aki 
intoyei aD 
nojuo'l 
#o971D Vn, 
rue 
olliiyheah 
gninook 
asimesitl 
evo yTOsoUl 
nsmAwoal 
 0txuad 
port tuley") 
yeorloM 
bletirtainie 
girded 
agdanton 
Hlsiucd 
. Asovs Nuta 
ionvtowd 
“aileo> 
loeno 
ond 
eynaied 
oltia1d yawtiah 
ohawbla 
wallow 


—@AIHTYT FO @THOMA - 


lo #idgine® (£ on oghol yorT 


&I ylut boexinagiw sow ening. 


eio0 diem ido PS shiv. ever 
€d 


Aventis eine cae 
ce bs: 


toe get 


c a 


sidelisne 
tis © ito 


Ga boH eoH yinuode 
yoboT ood resoittO 1209” 


A A sadoW A eat 4 £ Jab 
“shana M  Jjisl 2 .W sonmmnd 
gen’. A dost al sptoo®) jstee 


Ao 4 dw \bodW .O mntlliw 
anion) 10¢oM Bed Ooodegnil 
asanmh IM aoebul Bre 


fzo%  yntwolfod edt 
-11o9 ¥ituoD soioM bovis overt 
seieoy ELT Jeng Sh) mi eoipimurt 


; oo 
#999220 


noqoabiel 
awoioy woes 

" Mocale 

act 
vial 
yiogoih 
sithovt 

@ 

Jeon 


eeortol weed 


Phi 
Js +e Hn,3 iy 


ah hey 


aad 


e+e eal 


cao binet perry : ee Z 


‘eet enid. soy! a a a 


emasved 
anoitsee | 


68 bad “abd 
ono Jewr odd 


boul. 


a fer ee 


yt tepid i? vesie 2 


Early American Was First 
Farmer in Monroe County 


The story of agriculture is as 
old as ‘the hills’ themselves. Long 
before the advent of the white 
man in Monroe county the na- 
tives were carrying on agricultur- 
al pursuits and raising some of 
the garden crops that we think 
were a part of the white man’s 
introduction, 


Unknown by many these na- 
tives were cultivating plots, rais- 
ing vegetables and had some 
knowledge of certain processing 
for future use. Squash, onions, 
maize, artichokes, were on the 
menu of the aborigines along 
with the meats of the wild game 
which they hunted and the fish 
which they caught. They knew 
how to grind grain into a coarse 
meal or flour, how to season it 
with fats, sweeten it with sugar 
sap or honey from the cache of 
the bees, 


When John B. Gray, Wareham 
G. Clark, John Clark and many 
others came in to this section of 
the country the white man was 
using the same methods, practic- 
ally, as was employed in Biblical 
time, He was using the ox as a 
beast of burden, hoeing his corn 
by hand, drawing his water from 
the stream or from a spring, flail- 
ing his grain. Little did he think 
about bettering his production, 
increasing his yield or finding a 
better way to get his goods to 
market. He was too busy protect- 
ing his family from the wintry 
blasts and for the most part just 
raising what he needed for the 
home and those he loved. 


Everyone was doing the same 
and only during the winter did he 
improve his time by hunting and 
preparing his pelts to market for 
the supplies which it was not his 
lot to raise or have when needed. 
The trip to the mill was a long, 
laborious trek, and often disaster 
and tragedy struck while on such 
a mission. As time passed the 
flax, or wool, became an added 
chore; then the weaving had to 
be done; logs, fence rails, wood 
for the winter, myriads of other 


things had to be done in the 
farmer’s work-a-day life. This 
was agricutlure in the _ early 


1800’s. 
After nearly a_ half-century, 
forty-two years, the Monroe Coun- 
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ty Agricultural and Mechanical 
Society was incorporated, filing 
Articles June 4, 1885 “to encour- 


age agriculture, horticulture, 
stock raising, mechanics and 
other industries ... Holding a 


Fair once each year.” 


In the year 1875 at Albia, Jan- 
uary 2, at 4 p.m., a corporation 
began as the Patrons Joint Stock 
Company. Article 2 says: ‘The 
general and principal business 
shall be the buying and selling 
of groceries, dry goods, general 
merchandise, hardware, and farm 
implements, and all kinds of 
farm produce. 


Article 3: “The place of busi- 
ness shall be at Albia, Iowa. No 
person shall become a member 
unless he shall subscribe one or 
more shares of capital stock 
thereof nor unless he is a mem- 
ber of some Grange of this State 
in good standing. Stock holders 
may be residents of Monroe and 
adjoining counties, 

Article four shows the com- 
pany to be capitalized for $10,- 
000. 

In the early days of the 80’s 
the creamery and cheese industry 
prevailed. Just how many of these 
operated and for how long is not 
known, but nearly every locali- 
ty was fairly close to market, 
and the liquid milk supply was 
either made into cheese or but- 
ter and the hogs and swine fared 
as well as they have at any time 
since, © 

The Albia Creamery filed Ar- 
ticles of Incorporation Oct. 19, 
1880 at 9 a.m, They began busi- 
ness the following day, and did a 
flourishing business for many 
years following. This type of in- 
dustry in Monroe county was a 
source of revenue to both the 
stockholder and the patron. 

Not all these cheese factories 
were owned by local citizens, as 
will be seen by the records of in- 
corporations, 

The Union Cheese Company 
near the south boundary of the 
county was owned and operated 
by both Monroe county and Ap- 
panoose county men. It began 
business Feb. 18, 1891. The fac- 
tory, we are told, was located in 
Monroe county but received its 
raw product from both counties. 


Another was the Pleasant town- 
ship Cheese Association, which be- 
gan business Aug. 29, 1890. 


Another of these was the Hil- 
ton Cheese Factory, which filed 
its Article of Incorporation Jan. 
15, 1884. This factory was engag- 
ed in butter making and cheese 
making for ten years. The Pleas- 
ant Township Cheese Association 
filed Articles of Incorporation on 
Nov. 26, 1884, but began opera- 
tions Aug. 1, 1884, terminating 
Aug. 1, 1889. Another incorpora- 
tion of this character was the 
Albia Cheese Company which 
filed its Articles of Incorporation 
Feb. 7, 1885. Their purpose was 
to enter the cheese and butter 
making field five years previous. 

Another phase of rural life in 
Monroe county is the incorpora- 
tion of the Monroe Fine Stock 
Company, which filed Aug. 31, 
1881 and set forth in Article II, 
“The business of this eorporation 
shall consist in the breeding and 
improvement of the livestock of 
Monroe county,” 

Earlier than this the “Associa- 
tion of the Patrons of Husband- 
ry” filed Articles of Incorpora- 
tion on Aug. 3, 1874, and had or- 
ganized April 1, 1874. Article 2 
reads, “the general nature of this 
business of this company is to 
ship the produce of the farmers 
and order all supplies of mer- 
chandise, implement and wares.” 


RETAILER— 


Among the principal retail 
stores in Albia half a century. ago 
was “Strasburger and Verveer 
Dry Goods and Millinery, Carpets 
and Ladies Ready to Wear Gar- 
ments, also a Dressmaking De- 
partment. The store employed 
regularly 40 people with 35 to 40 
extras during holidays and rush 
season.” 


CIGAR FACTORY— 

Porter Bros., an Albia firm of 
50 years ago, conducted a cigar 
factory, stationery, confectionery 
and news store, employing from 
10 to 15 men as occasionally re- 
quired, in the manufacture of 
their special brands, ‘Havana 
Blossoms”, “All Stock, No. Style’, 
“Everybody’s” and “Commercial 
Club,” 


ELECTED MAYOR— 

In the city election Nov. 7, 1856, 
Joseph Teas defeated James Tate, 
81-33, 
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Serving This Community With General Hardware 
and Household Needs Since 1919 


DARBY HARDWARE 


“EVERYTHING IN GOOD HARDWARE” 


PHONE 160 | ALBIA, IOWA 


Della Vedova Bros. Const. Co. 


General Contractors 


ALBIA, IOWA 


Home of Coronado Appliances 


and Haddon-Hall Furniture 


SERVING THE ALBIA COMMUNITY SINCE 1930. 
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Albia’s Variety Store 


HOME OWNED 


Your Friendly Family Store 


Complete TOYLAND Year Around 


HAROLD AND REBA ZENOR 
DICK AND DONNA EMERSON, OWNERS 


“BERNICE” 


Monroe Co. Truck & Implement 


Where Our Customers 


Send Their Friends 
PHONE 45 | ALBIA, IOWA 


Dale Bros. D-X Service 


314 WEST BENTON AVE. 


Albia, lowa 
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Disciples of Christ Here in 1843-- 


Methodist Church Soap Creek Mission 
In 1843 Was First Church in County | 


Fixing a 
churches are concerned was done 
by Frank Hickenlooper, in his 
History of Monroe County (1896): 
“The organization of the Metho- 


dist Episcopal Church in Monroe 
county was about contemporane- 
ous with that of the county itself. 
It did not wait for social organiza- 
tion to take form, being ever on 
the alert for new enterprises; but 
in the ‘month of August, 1843, 
and within four months after the 
opening of the county for settle- 
ment, the Rock River Conference, 
then having charge of the work 


in Iowa, at its session in Du- 
buque, being the first annual 
conference ever held in _ Iowa, 


mapped out a district including 
the “New Purchase,” and project- 
ed a mission west of the Des 
Moines River, to which it gave 
the name of Soap Creek Mis- 
sion, after the name of the 
stream in Wapello and Monroe 
counties.” 


Researchers have sought a spe- 
cific date, or the month, or the 
season of the year, that the 
Christian Church first held a 
meeting or was organized. Aaron 
Chatterton was holding a series 
of meetings in Marion county. 
Isaac Watson and John Mock of 
south of Albia, invited the preach- 


er to go into the county and hold 


meetings. This he did ac the. log 
cabin home of Jimmie Robinson, 
ubout four miles south of Albia, 
in the year 1843, Researchers have 
failed to fix a month, season of 
year, or anything upon which a 
“first” could be used as conclus- 
ive evidence predating that of the 
claim of the Methodists, who 
have the date fixed as August, 
1843. 


Therefore the “first” church in 
Monroe county was Methodist. 

This Methodist Mission was to 
cover all the “New Purchase” 
south and west of the Des Moines 
river and above Van Buren coun- 
ty. A young man by the name of 
William Hulburt had just been 
admitted into the Conference, and 
was sent to this charge as _ the 
pioneer mission of the church to 


“first' as: Tar “as. 


this part of Iowa. He located at 
Agency. 

Some of the places where he 
preached were Alexander May’s 
near Barkersville (now Attica) 
and the cabin of James R. Boggs 
a mile or two northeast of Prince- 
ton, although that village had 
not as yet been laid out. The one 
time that he preached at May's 
his horse broke loose and return- 
ed to Agency, after swimming 
the Des Moines river. The Rever- 
end, it is said, paddled down the 
river in a canoe from Eddyville 
to Ottumwa, from where he walk- 
ed home carrying his: saddle on 
his back. 

In 1844, the Rev. Allen W. John- 
son formed a class at Boggs’ near 
Princeton. Members of this class 
were John Lower, leader; Pru- 
dence Lower, James R. Boggs, 
Jerusha Boggs, Josiah C. Boggs, 
William Scott and Abiathar New- 
ton and wife. 


The next year another class 
was formed, at the home of Da- 
vid Rowles. The members of the 
class were Rebecca Rowles, wife 
of David Rowles, Oliver P. Rowles, 
Miranda Smith, Andrew Elswick, 
and wife, John and Matilda Mas- 
sey, Nancy Mock, and _ Hillah 
Hayes and wife. The Rev. John- 
son received for his three months 
service west of the river seventy- 
five cents in money. Following 
this, a minister, M. S. Frame, as- 
sisted in the mission work. That 
year 263 members were reported 
to the Conference. : 

In the fall of 1845 the mission 
was divided and the upper part, 
including Monroe county, was 
called the Upper Whitebreast 
Mission. In the fall of 1846 Albia 
became the county seat and Mi- 
chael H. Hare and W. W. Knight 
were the preachers of the White- 
breast Mission. 

The services were usually held 
in the little log court house on 
the east side of the square. 
During the year 1847 Rev. Knight 
passed away, leaving the entire 
supervision of the charge to 
Hare, who afterward became the 
presiding elder of the Albia Dis- 
trict. In 1862 Hare enlisted in the 
army and served as a chaplain 


in the Thirty-sixth Iowa Infan- 
try. He died at Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa, July 27, 1868. 


In 1848 the Conference records 
first mention the name of Albia. 
A search of the records of the 
Des Moines Conference of the 
Methodist Church show that in 
1848 the upper part of the White- 
breast Mission was set off to the 
Knoxville Circuit and the remain- 
der was called the Albia Mis- 
sion, remaining in this status un- 
til 1851, receiving support from 
the Missionary Society. 

The first Methodist church 
building in the city was a frame 
building 30 x 45 feet. It stood 
across the street west of the Cra- 
mer House (now the Clark Hotel). 
The two lots upon which it stood 
were purchased for the sum of 
$18.00. It had large windows fill- 
ed with small panes of glass, 


In 1867 this frame _ structure 
gave way to a one-story brick 
building with an addition on the 
west, built with the expense be- 
ing borne by the pastor from his 
private funds during his pastor- 
ate. Rev. Ira O. Kemble was the 
pastor at the time. This was sold 
and a new church was built — 
this is the present building cost- 
ing $13,000.00. The building was 
dedicated February 28, 1892. 

The First Presbyterian Church 

Following a sermon by the Rev. 
L. J. Bell on August 22, 1851, this 
church was organized. The mem- 
bership was made up of those 
who never had ‘membership in 
any other church. David Wills 
and John Young were elected el- 
ders. It became the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Albia, 

Associate Presbyterian 
or Seceders 

This denomination accepted no 
preseylites and depended upon 
the birth and death rates for its 
membership growth. On Decem- 
ber 4, 1847, this church was or- 
ganized as the Pleasant Divide 
church in Pleasant township. It 
used the word Sabbath in speak- 
ing of the day for worship. 

In 1857 a proposal to merge . 
with the Union or Associate Re- 
form organization was made. This 
was not effected until sometime 
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This fine wagon was the pride of the 


Fire Department 


Albia Fire Department when it was put in- 
to use in 1911. Shown are Ed Stimson, the 
driver, and Oscar Dalin, at right. The 
black team was purchased by J. E. Benton, 
at that time owner of the Scenic Theatre, 
and was presented to the fire department. 
The wagon itself was made entirely in Al- 
bia by Sheppard Bros., local blacksmiths. 
William Sheppard later became chief of 
the Albia Fire Department. Prior to this 


time the department, which started in 
1901, had a hand drawn hose cart. The 


fire engine itself was drawn by a team. 


It was customary at that time for the first 
drayman to arrive at the fire station fol- 
lowing the alarm, to hook onto the engine 
and pull it to the fire. The draymen re- 
ceived $5 a call for pulling the engine. 
The team pictured was owned by J. W. 
(Bert) Lewis prior to the purchase and 
presentation to the fire department. 


in 1858. The Pleasant Divide 
church did not merge as did the 
others. The church was built in 
1850 near Henry Elder’s, In 1887 
a new building costing $3,000 
was built. On February 1, 1854, 
the church session adopted and 
directed a rail fence around the 
graveyard, each family to furnish 
20 rails for this project. They im- 
posed a tax on property of mem- 
bers for pew rent, but allowed 
time for “money in hand.” This 
was collectible for all members 
and failure to pay resulted in the 
pew being sold to another. Court 
action was often taken in mak- 
ing collections. 


The ownership of Pleasant Di- 
vide church being a _ question, 
court action was taken. It was 
decided in favor of the United 
Presbyterians, and was later sold 
to the Associate body. On Octo- 
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ber 21, 1880, a branch was estab- 
lished in Albia. 


The Covenanters 


Organized in Pleasant township 
in 1860, they built their church 
on the Hicks’ place, east of the 
Seceder church, in the year 1871. 

United Presbyterian 

The membership of the Albia 
constituency and Service United 
Presbyterian, whose exact date 
of organization has been lost, met 
at the home of Simeon Wycoff, 
where arrangements were made 
for a church site. It was a five- 
acre tract from William. Robb. 
They named it Service church and 
it was to be built of stone. Robb 
and Samuel Conley were appoint- 
ed to draft a petition to the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery for a new organ- 
ization. They organized in June 
1869 and Robb and Conley were 


elected elders, No records or reg- 
istry of growth of the merged As- 
sociate Reform and _ Associate 
churches were kept prior to May 
1858. 


An Associate Reform church 
was formed at the Halfway Prai- 
rie schoo] in September 1854. Soon 
after the Associate and Reformed 
churches united at Service they 
received considerable accession 
from Halfway Prairie Associate 
Reform congregation. There is no 
record of any formal union. There 
is a record of a communion meet- 
ing held in Albia September 3, 
1858, at the Campbellite church. 
This was a happy occasion. The 
ministry was -divided between 
Service and Pleasant Divide, The 
early life of this organizational 
conflict was a challenge, and out 
of it all comes a complicated un- 
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derstanding of misunderstandings. 
Cumberland Presbyterian 


There is not much given on this 
organization except some thirty 
or forty members in 1870 set up 
an organization in Monroe town- 
ship. By 1874 it died out and the 
members sought a church home 
with Other churches. 


United Brethren 


The first organization of this 
denomination was in the Clod- 
felter neighborhood, four miles 
southeast of Albia in 1854, In 
1845 Rev. Bird, an evangelist, 
preached occasionally near Hay- 
den Smith’s, two miles south of 
Albia on John Collins’ farm. This 
group declined, but in 1880 it re- 
vived, with Rev. Kelsey preaching 
at the Hayes school. He was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Myer, and ‘an or- 
ganization was formed at Selec- 
tion. In 1884 the church was built 
at Selection in Monroe township. 
The pioneer organization at the 
Clodfelter school in Urbana town- 
ship was not far from the Sam 
Miller home. 


Dunkers or German Baptist 

This organization near Cuba a 
few miles east of Avery was of 
German origin. Plain dress and 
quaint manners brought about a 
division in 1888 when the “Old 
Order” and the younger native 
born and English membership 
sought to discard the plain dress 
and manners so eccentric of the 
time. The “Old Order” passed out 
of existence about 1892, but the 
younger ones carried on as the 

' Progressive Dunkers 

About 1885 a church was built 
of the plainest architecture, 36 x 
70 ft., two miles east of Avery. 
Plain clothes and dress was not 
an issue, 


Baptist 

This denomination, organized in 
1855, had a small . membership 
and ceased to hold meetings in 
Albia in 1863. For two years they 
held their meetings in the Chris- 
tian church, In the year 1867 they 
built a church edifice which later 
passed into Christian church 
hands and is at present part of 
the present Christian church, 


Another organization in the 
western part of Monroe township 
built a church about 1860 in the 
Woodcock-Thomas neighborhood. 
Other organizations in towns oth- 
er than Albia will be wrilten in 
connection with the locality. The 
Hardshell, less progressive ele- 
ment, was mostly in the southern 


part of the county, About 1890 
a large prosperous membership 
built a large church edifice and 
parsonage. The church building 
burned in 1892 but was rebuilt in 
1894. 

African Methodist Episcopal 

This was organized in February 
1873 in the old Baptist church in 
Albia, This was built in 1884 and 
the parsonage in 1895. Later they 
moved to a location across the 
street south from the new high 
school building. 

Grace Episcopal 

Organized in Albia in 1867, this 
group built a church on the site 
now occupied by St. Mary’s Ro- 
man Catholic church. The _ first 
rector continued his services until 
1872 or 1873 when the organiza- 
tion succumbed through financial 
embarrassment. About this time 
they erected a church building 
principally by funds advanced by 
Mr, Laugaubh, first regular Rec- 
tor. This is the church building 
referred to above. It passed out 
of the hands of the Episcopal 
society through mortgage fore- 
closure and the members contin- 
ued their meetings in a hall over 
the Albia State Bank. 

Roman Catholic 

Roman Catholics are numbered 
among the settlers in the county 
before statehood. Four churches 
in the county are evidence of 
their enterprise and devotion. 
Membership is largely made up 
of Irish population. A typical 
membership has highly educated, 
trained personnel. In 1854 or 1855 
they built a log church in the 
northeast corner of Hugh Fitz- 
patrick’s field. It stood by a little 
graveyard which faced the Albia- 
Chariton highway (a part of the 
early American trail to the Ed- 
dyville trading post). Organized 
by Rev, Father Krakel, a German, 
who conducted Mass in the early 
1850's, and largely through ef- 
forts of these early settlers, the 
handsome landmark of today, St. 
Patrick’s church, was begun in 
1860. Designed by. Father Clif- 
ford, a stone structure 100 ft. long 
and 60 ft. wide was constructed. 
This was an arduous task at the 
time and consumed several years 
before its completion in 1864. The 
corner stone was laid and observ- 
ed May 19, 1864. Beneath it was 
deposited a bottle, hermetically 
scaled and containing the follow- 
ing: 

“Idibus Maii jumpe in feste 
pentecoste, anno domini 1864. Pio 


Nono, Papa Feliciter Ecclesiam 
Regente. Abraham Lincoln, Pra- 
side Statuum Faderotorum Amer- 
ia Septenrionalis, Wm. M. Stone, 
Gubernaculum Status lowa ten- 
ente. Illius Reomo Clemens 
Smyth, Biscopus Dubuquensis, 
hunce Primarium Lapidum. Inag- 
no Coneeorsu populi circumstante 
et equituum exoronte rite et sol- 
emniter posnit.” There was also 
deposited with this record a sil- 
ver five-cent piece. a five-cent bill 
of fractional currency, and a 
twenty-cent bill of currency; also 
a copy of the ALBIA UNION ot 
July 8, 1863 — all of which are 
doubtless quietly resting to this 
day in their sealed receptacle.” 
(from Hickenlooper’s History of 
Monroe county, published in 
1896). 


Lovilia Methodist Church 
No records are available as to 


when the first Methodist class 
(church) was. organized in Lo- 
vilia. 


A Sunday school was started 
by Mrs. Frances Ruby Devereaux 
Clark in the school house, the 
building now the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey Day. 


Lovilia was on the Hamilton 
Methodist circuit in 1857-58 with 
Rev. Peterson supplying. The first 
class records preserved show the 
date of 1862, compiled by Rev. J. 
W. Hall, pastor of the Hamilton 
circuit. 

A frame church building was 
erected in 1876 by J. B. Hinton of 
Albia on the site of the present 
building. The church property 
was enlarged by the donation of 
lots west and south of the church, 
by J. M. Castner. 

The church building was torn 
down and a new one constructed 
(the present building) in 1908. 
Dedication services were held De- 
cember 6, 1908 under the pastorate 
of the Rev. B. G. Hankins. C. M. 
Forrest, president of the board of 
trustees, formally presented the 
building and Dr. H. W. Smith, dis- 
trict superintendent, delivered a 
sermon, as did the Rev. J. B. Hill, 
pastor here in 1886-88. 

St. Peter's Catholic Church, 

Lovilia 

Approximately 75 years ago the 
first Mass was said in Lovilia at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Rich- 
ard O’Brien, which was located 
near the Burlington railroad de- 
pot and the present site of the 
Tucker skating rink. 

Because of transportation Mass 
was said not more than two or 
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three times a year. A priest from 
Centerville occasionally went to 
Albia to say Mass and a few who 
had means of transportation at- 
tended there. Sometimes they 
drove a wagon or buggy and at 
times the Richard O’Brien family 
boarded a railroad hand car, used 
by O’Brien, who was a_ section 
hand, to make the trip to Albia. 


The Rev, Thomas F. Smyth 
came to Lovilia in 1905 and was 
the first resident priest, His first 
project was to build a rectory, 
which was used in part for a 
church until a building was con- 
structed, The cornerstone for the 
church was laid in October, 1910 
and the church building was ded- 
icated in June, 1911. 


Lovilia Evangelical United 
Brethren Church 


In the year 1893 the foundation 
for the Lovilia United Brethren 
church was laid by a stone mason, 
James Drury. The one-room 
church was completed in 1894. 
The pulpit was then in the east 
end of the church, which was 
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Albia 

The original 14-acre site of the Albia 
City Park was purchased about the year 
1908 and during its early days was used 
as a development for the Chautauqua 


grounds. In recent years, in addition to 
the ball park improvements, the roads 


‘a 


* pate fe aa Bist x sapien 


have been 


heated by a stove and lighted by 
kerosene. 


The Rev. R. J. Allred was min- 
ister at that time and 23 years 
later he was again returned to 
Lovilia to serve as pastor. He 
died in 1956 at the age of 101 
years. 


There were originally seven 
places on the Lovilia circuit and 
services were held in both church- 
es and school houses, Included 
were Lovilia, Hinton, Eden, U. B. 
Chapel, Coal Creek, Union Liberty 
and Edwards Chapel. The minis- 
ter traveled from place to place 
on horseback or on foot, often 
preaching two or more sermons 
on a Sunday. 


The first quarterly conference 
was held in Lovilia in May, 1895. 
First church officers were Fred 
Harger, James McCoy and James 
Amber Jr., trustees; Elizabeth 
Swan, class steward and Etta Am- 
ber, Bible school superintendent. 

According to the records, only 
one lady minister has served the 


City Park 


improved and_ playground 
equipment, picnic tables, and fireplaces 
have been added to the park area. Dur- 
ing the current 1959 season the Little 
League park was complete on additional 
land purchased by the City of Albia. 


Lovilia church. She was the Rev. 
Nella B. Naly. 


A young lady, Miss Eva Mitton, 
went to China as a_ missionary 
and died there in the fall of 1926. 
She is buried at Tsin Tsin, China. 

In 1944 the church observed the 
50th anniversary of its dedica- 
tion. Taking part in the anniver- 
Sary observance were Dr. G. E. 
MacCanon, the Rey. R. J. Allred 


and the Rev. C. L. Young. 


EARLY JUDGES— 


Judges and clerks at an election 
of city officials October 25, 1856, 
were John Webb Sr., James Tate 
and J. B. Teas, judges; and Carlos 
R. Kelsey and §. E. L. Moore, 
clerks. 


HELPED FORM GOP— 


David H, Scott, representative 
from Monroe County to the State 
Legislature from 1896-1898, was 
active in the establishment of 
the Republican party in Monroe 
county in 1854, 
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Fashion Shop G. H. Ewers Co. 


SHOES FOR THE 


Women’s Apparel 


ENTIRE FAMILY 
and 


In Albia 91 Years 
Beauty Salon 


South Side [| 


Compliments of 


Albia Shoe Hospital 


Just Off Southwest Corner 


Ralph N. Ewers Store 


SHOES, MEN’S APPAREL 
AND READY-TO-WEAR 


Fourth Generation — Serving Albia 


Since 1868 


North Side Square 


of Square 


HARDINGER | ntagha 
DAIRY nsurance Services 
OLIN HOWIE 


ESTABLISHED FEB. 1, 1932 
DON MURDOCK 


Ice Cream, Pasteurized and 


Homogenized Milk LIFE — AUTOMOBILE 


CASUALTY 
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ALBIA, IOWA 


Maddy’s Conoco 
Service 


VERDA WALBERG 


113 West Benton 


Owner and Manager 
BEN C. MADDY 


FOR THE BEST COFFEE 


KANTEEN ALBERT CARLSON 
Bown thi Alley ; INSURANCE 


SHORT ORDERS - SANDWICHES 


101% East Benton 
Private Dining Room ALBIA, IOWA 


Phone 175 Grace Walker 


Hawkeye Lumber CARL BETTIS 
Company 


All Kinds of Building Material 


Feed and Supplies 


: ae GAS - OIL - GREASE 
Moloney Aluminum Combination 
Doors FEED - SALT - MINERALS ~ 


FROM 1901 TO 1959 PHONE 296W 


ED WALSH, Manager — Mitte lows 
Albia, Iowa Phone 94 
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First County Court Held 
in Home of Sheriff Clark 


The first court held in what we 
now call Monroe county was held 
in the log structure that John 
Clark, the first sheriff, built for 
his home and residence. When it 
became apparant that Clarks- 
ville might. become the seat of 
justice for the county, he arrang- 
ed with his uncle Wareham G. 
Clark to move in with him and 
offer his house to the county for 
the court house. This he did and 
the first court held in this place 
was presided over by Judge 
Charles Mason. 


There are two stories told con- 
cerning this building that give 
rise to the theory that the first 
court house was formerly a barn. 
From reliable authority we know 
that it was built for a residence 
and that it was being used as 
such when offered. This is probab- 
ly the correct version as pioneers 
were more prene to protect them- 
selves first and then provide for 
their live stock. 


The first of these stories is that 
a storm of severe intensity arose 
during a court session and the 
members brought their beasts of 
burden into the building to pro- 
tect them from the rough ele- 
ments and tethered them in one 
end of the room while court pro- 
ceeded to be held in the other 
end. Thus it gives rise to the 
story that the first court was 
held in a barn. 

The one that sounds most like- 
ly is that was in the season of 
the year when such storms are 
prevalent. The member of the 
court wanted to. shelter their 
animals. It is said that the storm 
raged into the night and man 
and beast were bedded in the 
same room. The men used the 
hay, they had brought for their 
animals, had spread it on the 
floor to soften their beds, They 
slept so soundly that no one was 
awakened when some of the hor- 
ses broke their moorings. By 
morning they had devoured most 
of the hay. 

The writer has a_ personal 
knowledge that it had various 
and sundry uses long after this 
eventful stormy night. I remem- 
ber it situated on the north side 
of the road as the east-west road 
to Hiteman turned off what is 


now Highway 60; it was situated 
about one-quarter mile east of the 
John Mahan residence, of today. 


Having fixed Princeton as the 
county seat, the county built a 
court house on the site where 
the Illingworth Jewelry stands 
today. The contract awarded to 
Job Rogers did not cover the 
entire cost of the structure, as 
there were two other sums of 
money in the sum of ten dollars 
each paid by the county to 
George Deay for the laying of the 
floor, and another paid _ for 
‘chinking and filling in the 
cracks,’ 

Thus it is a matter of record 
that it actually cost the county 
nearly $100 to build the court 
house made of logs. It was used 
by various enterprises after it 
ceased to house the governmen- 
tal functions. It was no doubt in 
this structure that Judge Hilton 
signed the order designating that 
the brick structure be built in 
the public park. 

From 1851 to 1861 the legisla- 
ture saw fit to abandon the du- 
ties of the County Commissioners 
giving the duties formerly en- 
trusted to this body to a County 


Judge, a most autocratic form of 
government, 


During this time D. A. R.chard- 
son and James Hilton served as 
the County Judges, It was during 
Judge Hilton’s term that the ques- 
tion of location for the brick 


court house arose. Contrary to 
public opinion as to the construc- 
tion and more especially to the 
location, the Judge bluntly order- 
ed it to be built in the center of 
the park. As we have seen in the 
early land transactions Jesse 
Snodgrass had a: patent to the 
land and had sold this to the 
court for the sum of $200 in 1848, 
The Judge was within his judicial 
powers to act as he did. Dictator- 
ial as it may be by modern day 
standards; he did have the right 
to order the location and also 
the design of architecture. 


By 1861 this sort of government 
for the counties had become quite 
distasteful to many. The Judge- 
ships were abolished by an act of 
the Legislature. In its stead a 
more liberal county government 
was inaugurated. This called for 
the election of one Supervisor 
from each of the twelve town- 
ships. The office of Probate Judge 
was consolidated with that of the 
County Judge. Three Judges were 
elected, making the set-up appear 
more democratic. 


Monroe County Jail 


Located on Second Ave. West this modern jail was 
completed in 1942 at a cost of approximately $42,000. 
The first Monroe County Jail was erected in April 1848, 
at a cost of $174. The present all-brick structure also 
serves as residence for the Monroe County Sheriff. 
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Half Century Ago 


Monroe County Mines Employed 4,000; 
Had Monthly Payroll Over $300,000 


Half a century ago as the City 
of Albia celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary coal mining was 
reaching its peak and Monroe 
county was producing more coal 
than any county in Iowa. 


At that time there were 21 
mines within a radius of 11 miles 
of Albia. These mines employed 
in excess of 4,000 men, had an 
annual loading capacity which 
approached two and one-half mil- 
lion tons, and a payroll in excess 
of $300,000 monthly. 


A booklet “Albia of Today,” 
published in 1909 summarizes the 
mining in the area and describes 
some of the principle mines close 
to Albia: 

The mining industry of Monroe 
county centered in and around 
Albia, having an output from the 
various mines exceeding two mil- 
lion tons of the best bituminous 
coal annually, are of untold im- 
portance to this thriving city. This 

ondition of cheap fuel and un- 

equalled transportation facilities 
make Albia at once a most desir- 
able location for factories of all 
kinds, 

The principle mines within a 
radius of ten or 11 miles of Albia 
are: The Albia Coal Company 
mines, located on the M. & St. 
L. Ry., the Iowa Central, the In- 
terurban Railways, one mile south 
of the public square; Smoky Hol- 
low Coal Company, Avery, main 
line, C, B. & Q., six miles east of 
Albia; Central Coal Company, 
Lockman mines, six miles north- 
east of Albia, Hickory postoffice, 
on Iowa Central Railway; Coal- 
field Mines, eight miles north- 
east of Albia on Iowa Central 
Railway; National Union (Ward) 
on. Ce R.-2& Q. Ry. four miles 
northwest of Albia; Hocking, 
three miles southwest of Albia 
on Albia Interurban Ry., and 
Iowa Central Ry.; Hiteman, five 
miles northwest of Albia on In- 
terurban and C. B. & Q. Ry., Bux- 
ton, eleven miles northeast of 
Albia on C. & N.W. Ry. 

Other mines within this area 
are: Foster, White Ash, Fraker, 
and Star, 

An estimate of the output and 
loading capacity of the mines 
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within a radius of 11 miles of Al- 
bia shows the results’ below. 
These figures are partially offi- 
cial and from reliable sources: 

Albia. Coal. Co. 1. mine, 150 
men, 75,000 ton annual loading 
capacity, $10,000 monthly pay- 
roll, 

Smoky. Hollow Coal Co., 2 mines, 
600 men, 315,640 ton annual load- 
ing capacity, $40,000 monthly 
payroll, 

Lockman, 2 mines, 200 men, 
125,000 ton annual loading ca- 
pacity, $10,000 monthly payroll. 


Coalfield, 1 mine, 70 men, 50,- 
000 ton annual loading capacity, 
$5,000 monthly payroll. 

Hocking, 3 mines, 600 men, 
301,700 ton annual loading ca- 
pacity, $40,000 monthly payroll. 

Hiteman, 3 mines, 750 men, 
388,860 tons annual loading ca- 
pacity, $60,000 monthly payroll. 

Buxton, 4 mines, 1,000 men, 
681,260 ton annual loading ca- 
pacity, $75,000 monthly payroll. 

White Ash, 1 mine, 25 men, 30,- 
000 ton annual loading capacity, 
$3,000 monthly payroll. 

Star, 1 mine, 5 men, 30,000 ton 
annual loading capacity, $500 
monthly payroll. 

National Union—Just put into 
operation. Estimated 1,000 tons 
daily capacity. 

Fraker, 1 mine, 25 men, 30,000 
ton annual loading capacity, 
$3,000 monthly payroll. 

Foster, 1 mine, 150 men, 50,000 
ton annual loading capacity, $8,- 
000 monthly payroll. 

National Union Mines 

The National Union Coal Min- 
ing Co., owns 1,000 acres of coal 
land, about four miles west of 
the city of Albia, the new min- 
ing town of Ward, at which point 
the company’s mines are located, 
and are now shipping coal. It is 
estimated this mine will have an 
output of 1,000 tons daily and 
will employ 500 to 600 men. 
There are now twenty-eight 
houses completed and a com- 
pany store, Seventy-five men 
are now at work at this mine, An 
additional force will be put to 
work as soon as conditions per- 
mit. 

There is a fine vein of best bi- 


+ 


tuminous coal, five to seven feet 
average. 


The capital stock of this com- 
pany is $50,000. J. C. Ward is 
Vice-President and Manager. The 
majority of the stock is owned by 
eastern capitalists. While Mr. 
Ward is a stockholder and much 
interested in the suburban town 
which bears his name, he resides 
in Albia and is a loyal and pa- 
triotic booster for the city in 
which he resides. 


Smoky Hollow Coal Co. 

The president and originator of 
Smoky Hollow Coal Co., Mr. John 
Z. Evans, came to Avery, Monroe 
Co., Iowa, about: twenty-five 
years ago. He came to superin- © 
tend the coal mines belonging 
to the Avery Coal and Fuel Com- 
pany, a corporation organized at 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, and they had 
headquarters in that city. At this 
time the coal was _ transported 
from Smoky Hollow on a nar- 
row-gauge railroad only hauling 
two hundred (200) bushels or 
eight (8) tons on a trip from Smo- 
ky Hollow to Avery. Mr. Evans 
acted as superintendent for this 
company until 1886. He leased 
from the coal company what 
mines they had left and com- 
menced business for. himself with 
a capacity of about 100 gross 
tons per day. 


He continued with the narrow- 
gauge railroad until 1891, when 
to the surprise of Monroe County 
he begun to put down a standard 
gauge track and with his unex- 
hausted push. and energy he 
began to increase his daily capa- 
city until up to the year 1908 he 
has been loading from 1,400 to 
1,600 gross tons per day. Mr. 
Evans during this period of years 
has worked and opened seven 
mines and made his famous 
Smoky Hollow coal popular with 
all from the fast trains of thie 
C. B. and Q. Ry. to. the coinmon 
kitchen stove, the electric p'ants, 
the packing houses, ete. 

He also has the grading ani 
track commenced for No. 8 anl 
No. 9 which will no doubt. bu 
opened in the early spring or 
1909, The extensive mines and 
railroad that produces the famous 
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Smoky Hollow coal are unequall- 
ed in Iowa today, it being the 
largest concern of its kind in 
lowa owned and operated by one 
individual. 


The officers of the Smoky Hol- 
low Coal Company at the pre- 
sent time are as follows: J. Z. 
Evans, president and treasurer; 
P. H. Hynes, vice-president and 
secretary; A. J. Hadden, superin- 
tendent. The general offices of 
the company are at Avery, Iowa. 


Albia Coal Company 

Albia Coal Co., a corporation 
with mines and office at Albia, 
is located on the Iowa Central, 
M. and St. L, R.R. and Albia In- 
terurban Ry., one miles south of 
Albia. This company is composed 
of John Ramsey of Oskaloosa, 
Hyron A. Harris, Homer H. Harris, 
and J. W. Hartsuck of Albia. 


Mine No, 1 was opened in 1907, 
and is developing. rapidly. This 
field will afford a long working 
mine for Albia of the best coal 
for at least 20 years, being a deep 
vein 300 feet from the surface, 
averaging about 5% feet in thick- 
ness, 

The management of the mine 
is composed of men who have 
had years of experience in the 
Iowa Coal fields, and their pur- 
pose is to make the Albia coal 
superior to any coal mined in 
Iowa; a coal of the best grade 
and unexcelled quality. 

The Albia Coal Company has 
equipped with modern machinery 
for the purpose of preparation. 

First, the coal runs over the 
regulation screen of 1% inch, and 
then into large picking pans 
where foreign matter or impuri- 
ties are removed, then onto a Sha- 
ker screen of 11% inch perforated 
holes, taking out all the fine coal, 
then over a 4 inch perforated 
screen, that going through makes 
an excellent stove or range coal, 
the coal passing over this 4 inch 
screen being nothing but chunks, 
and being again inspected and 
picked on the car. 

The above preparation is the 
best and most modern mine pre- 
paration in Iowa. This mine is 
among the first in Iowa to put 
Iowa coal on an equal basis 
with Illinois and Indiana in pre- 
paration, and is a mine of which 
Albia people are proud. 

An important feature of the 
mine is the special team bunker 
with a huge storage built to load 
teams quickly in order that the 
company may take care of the 


heavy city business in coal, and 
they employ a large number of 
teams and men who haul this 
coal and deliver it anywhere in 
the city. From this bunker they 
can load twenty teams an hour. 

This Albia mine, working an 
army of men, nearly all of which 
live in the city of Albia, and 
whose labor makes a payroll of 
$10,000.00 per month which is 
spent in Albia helping in 
building up and making a_ busi- 
ness growth. This mine, growing 
each year, will mean a great 
growth and thrift for the City of 
Albia. The Albia Interurban Rail- 
way has a switch to this mine, 
which gives them the opportunity 
of securing cheap coal right at 
the mine. 


The Lockman Mines 


In the picturesque mining town, 
known as Lockman, six miles 
northeast of Albia, and three- 
fourths of a mile northwest of 
Hickory, on the Iowa Central 


Railway, are located the Lock- 
man Mines, owned and operated 
by the Central Coal Co., a cor- 
poration with $25,000 eapital 
stock which was paid up in 1899. 

The officers and stockholders 
of this company are: S. H. Evans, 
president, and T. L. Evans, secre- 
tary and treasurer. This company 
owns three mines, No. 2, 3, and 4, 
With a shipping capacity of 450 
tons best bituminous coal daily. - 
Mines No. 3 and 4 have been 
opened up during the past two 
years, 


The Central Coal Company does 
a general commercial and rail- 
road business. Their equipment is 
of the ‘most modern kind, insur- 
ing the best and most satisfactory 
results to both the company and 
their patrons. 


This mine employes 200 men 
with a monthly pay roll approxi- 
mating eight thousand dollars, 
and a yearly output 125,000 tons 
of best bituminous coal. 


Pee 


Alia Mast Office 


This building on Benton Ave. W. was completed in 
1928 and occupied Dec. 1, 1928. The original cost was 
about $55,000, but since that time office space has been 
added on the second floor for the Selective Service Sys- 
tm, the Soil Conservation Service, and the Farmers 
Home Administration. In 1958 basement space was con- 
verted into offices for the Monroe County Extension 
Service. This spring contractors completed the air con- 
ditioning system, making the office the first in lowa 
fully air-conditioned. The cost of the latter was approxi- 
mately $43,000. Albia became a first class post office 


July 1, 1955. 
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Albia Municipal Pool 


behalf of the city by the Albia Lions Club. 
An American Red Cross swimming pro- 
gram, sponsored by the pool management, 
has provided swimming, life saving, and 
water safety instruction to more than 300 
children and adults annually. 


Shown just after it had received a com- 
plete coat of paint in readiness for the 
current swimming season, the Albia Muni- 
cipal Swimming Pool was opened in the 
summer of 1956. This pool is 50 x 100 
feet in size and for the past three years— 


since its opening—has been operated on 


Avery Became the Community Fairview 
Had Hoped to Be When Laid Out in “56 


The town of Avery dates back 
to 1868 when the C. B. and Q. 
Railroad was built north of Fair- 
view, or Cuba as the community 
is known to later day residents. 
Fairview had been laid out as a 
town in 1856, but Avery became 
the community that Fairview had 
hoped to be. 


The first store in Avery was a 
‘confectioner’s shop opened by a 
boy by the name of Coffman and 
this was followed by a company 
store operated by the Byers fam- 
ily. Prior to that the residents 
walked to Cuba or Fredric for 
their supplies. 


Avery’s first school was locat- 
ed in a store building owned by 
Reed and Waterman: A new 
building was constructed in 1871 
on the present land, bought from 
John Coffman. Part of this area 
adjacent to the school was known 
as the town of Coffman, but the 
name was later changed to Av- 
ery, presumably from the associ- 
ation with Avery Creek. 

Most of the residents of Avery 
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in past years have been miners. 
In the early days the coal was 
hauled in wagons and_ horses 
and this was followed by an era 
of the small engine, called ‘‘Lit- 
tle Pony,” which hauled the coal 
on a tramway. In later years a 
steam locomotive hauled coal to 
switches from as far as eight 
miles east down the “Big Avery” 
creek. 

During much of the time the 
Avery mines loaded 1,000 tons of 
coal a day. 

Avery then had a population of 
1,000 with a schoo] enrollment 
of 250 children. 

Mart Hardsogg started the 
manufacture of mining tools in 
Avery, but later moved his ma- 
chines to Ottumwa where the 
firm continued operation for 
many years under that name. 

_W. B. Franche, a Union veter- 
an of the Civil War, who had 
spent three years in the infamous 
Andersonville prison, had the first 
show in Avery, a ‘magic lantern 
showing the “Horrors of the Pris- 
on” and accompanied by a com- 


edy. In later years a frame build- 
ing called the “Old Institute” was 
built, and here lyceums, contests, 
and various meetings were held. 


Among the lodges which met 
on the second floor of a frame 
building known as Bridges Hall, 


were the G.A.R., Odd_ Fellows, 
Red Men, Knights of Pythias, 
Rebekahs, Pocahontas, Pythian 


Sisters, and U.M.W. of A. 


High school was started in Av- 
ery in 1907 and other’ grades 
were added until 1922 when the 
eleventh grade was added. The 
largest graduating class of 20 
boys and girls finished work in 
1922. Mrs. Herman Liggett was 
Superintendent of Schools in Av- 
ery at that time. The high school 
was discontinued in 1946. 


Over the years Avery had a 
number of stores, and _ during 
much of the time there were two 
doctors in Avery. Five passenger 
trains each day made it easy for 
Avery residents to get to Albia 
or Ottumwa, 
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DAVE WARD 


Barber 
Shop 


8 North Clinton St. 


Woodard 


Grocery 


PHONE 559 
Free Delivery 


ALBIA, IOWA 


Western Auto 
Associate Store 


“For the Car, Home, and Farm” 
HAROLD A. SHEESLEY 


Phone 35 — Albia, lowa 


Dr. D. K. Orelup 
Dentist 
20 Washington Ave. W: 


ALBIA, IOWA 


ALBIA CLEANERS 


PHONE 345 


ALBIA, IOWA 


For Wardrobe Appeal 
C. FREDDY DEAL 


Where 
You’ve Received 
Continuing 
Service for 
Over 85 Years. 
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Firestone 


TIRES - T-V - APPLIANCES 


East Side Square 


Oehler Brothers 


Albia, Iowa 


COME IN AND SEE OUR 


Centennial 
Specials 


OUR STORE IS THE ORIGINAL 


LOCATION OF THE FIRST 
COURT HOUSE 


SL tingiam 


ine Jewelry 


Railway Express 
| Agency 


A Safe, Speedy and Economical 
Way to Ship Anything Anywhere 


NATION-WIDE 
WORLD-WIDE 


Richey Florists 


Greenhouse, 512 North Third St. 


SAME LOCATION — 50 YEARS 


MEMBER F.T.D. 
Flowers Wired Anywhere 
Phone 194 


Diamond 
Bottling Works 


ORANGE-CRUSH 


202 Third Avenue East 


ALBIA, IOWA 


McCOMBS STANDARD 
North Main and A Avenue 


Wash 

Grease 

Wheel- 
TAN Balancing 
stg gel PHONE 7 


U-HAUL TRAILER RENTAL 
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Bremen Was Laid Out as Town in 1853, 
Post Office That Year, Now 


Lovilia, first known as Bremen, 
was first laid out on a pretty, 
rolling piece of ground, gently 
sloping eastward from a grove 
of timber on the west and is sit- 
uated near the: center of Union 
township, about nine miles north- 
west of Albia. At the time it was 
originally laid out, it had an 
abundance of stone and’ coal, 
good water and a beautiful and 
fertile country adjacent. 


The story of Lovilia dates back 
to the 1840’s. At that time the 
only people living here were In- 
dians. The land was covered with 
timber except east of Mary street, 
which was all prairie. 


In the 1840’s, a Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts, parents of W. H. Ed- 
wards, and two children Tyran 
and Allen, and a Mr. and Mrs. 
Streeter of Pennsylvania were the 
first pioneers to settle here, They 
traveled all the way by oxen and 
covered wagon and settled on 
the place known to Lovilians as 
the Dr. Stafford farm. Later on, 
a few more families came_ to 
help make the town, which they 
called “Bremen.” 


In 1853, D. B. Dixon, one of the 
earlier residents, laid out the 
town and built a house and store 
where he opened a small stock 
of goods in connection with Mr. 
Hittle: The post office was es- 
tablished there the same _ year 
with Sam Hittle, grandfather of 
Mrs. Bruce Edwards, as_ first 
postmaster. ;. 

The first street laid out was 
Main street. It extended from the 
Durbala garage to the Ike New- 
ton oil station and from there 
south, west and north was solid 
timber. 

The first hotel was built in 
1856 by G. H. Clemons and the 
first doctor was Jerry Huffard. 
Later physicians up to the time 
of 1878 were Dr, Berrell and Dr. 
Miser. 

In these days the farmers 
drove their hogs and cattle to 
market overland to Eddyville and 
then by boat to their destination. 
At one time a farmer drove a 
large flock of turkeys to Eddy- 
ville. 

In about 1860 the railroad was 
put through Lovilia and the 


town’s name was changed from. 


Bremen to Lovilia, There was an- 
other town in Iowa by the name 
of Bremen, which resulted in a 
confusion of mail delivery and 
it was ordered changed. It was 
named “Lovilia” for a daughter 
of Mr. Dickenson. 

Herman Swan, father of T. H. 
Swan, was the first Mayor; Bill 
Pierce, Marshal; and Sam Hen- 
drix, Town Clerk. 

The post office was in a log 
house and a large wooden boot 
box was used for the mail. This 
was located just west of War- 
ner’s store. John White was post- 
master in 1878. 

The village had two black- 
smiths, John Edwards and Mr. 
Parson; a shoe cobbler, Mr. Rob- 
erts; a barber shop owned by 
McClellin and later by Jeff Mul- 
lin. 

The first church built was of 
Baptist denomination and it was 
located at the present site of the 
grade school building, Later it 
was purchased by a son of Jerry 
Wilcox and was used for a barn 
and other purposes. The _ first 
school in town was in the build- 


Lovilia 


ing which is now the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Day. 

The first trial to be held in 
Bremen was said to be that of an 
Indian who stole a watch from 
an Irishman but the Irishman 
could not produce enough evi- 
dence to convict the Indian. Lat- 
er the Indian found out that over 
a year before, the Irishman had 
stolen a cow and driven it to 
market. A few days after he 
heard this the two men met on 
the street and the _ Irishman, 
thinking about the watch, asked 
the Indian what time it was. The 
Indian thought a minute, then 
answered, “I think it’s about 
milking time.” 


JOHN AGANS— 

John W. Agans, later a direc- 
tor of the Iowa Girls High School 
Athletic Union, coached the 1920 
Hiteman team -which played in 
the state tournament. 


PACKING COMPANY— 


The Albia Packing Company 
employed 30 men in 1909, | 


Early Day Hot 


Rod 


Early-day cars and their drivers had a fascination for 
the youngsters of a community. Dr. H. W. Nye drove 
this 1906 Haynes car in making the rounds of his pa- 
tients early in the century. Here a group of Lovilia 
youngsters of his day have a ride. 
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50 Years Ago 


Here’s the main street of Lovilia as it 
looked approximately 50 years ago. The 


Lovilia 


Here’s the old and the new in Lovilia 
telephone buildings, with the older 1928 
building at left and the new building 
housing the dial exchange at the right. 
The latter went into effect July 31, 1958. 
The first telephone in Lovilia was installed 


picture was taken in what is now the busi- 
ness district and is taken looking north. 


about 1903. The Lovilia directory of 1914 
listed 73 town phones and 273 rural 
phones. During the years since the first 
telephone was installed the company has 
been owned and operated by the Bellamy 
family of Knoxville. 
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Pictured are the two schools serving 
the Lovilia Independent School District. 
The white frame school house formerly 


Lovilia Schools 


20,000 Crowd at Lovilia 
Old Settlers Celebration 


The following is taken from The 
Lovilia Tribune of Aug. 21, 1903, 


the entire issue of which was 
devoted to an account of an Old 
Settlers’ celebration being held 
in Lovilia. 

The entire program consisted 
of band concerts, singing, ad- 


dresses by Senator Barry, Geo. H. 
Woodson, Father Brownrigg, Fath- 
cr Hayes and Camp Fire in the 
evening. 

Below are a few ilems taken 
from this issue of the Tribune: 

“J. W. Nye. is chairman of the 
tent committee and has done 
practically all the work.” 

“Mr. Bennett is looking after 
the water supply in good shape.” 

“Conservative estimates place 
the crowd at 20,000 yesterday. It 
is estimated there were around 
3,700 buggies hitched in and 
around the grounds.” 

“We are told Lewis Williams 
ate the first dish of ice cream on 
the grounds.” 

Among the advertisers in this 
issue of the Tribune were H. C. 
Swan, Dr, Otis Cobb, M. F. Sulli- 


van, M..B. Dean, John J. Carr, 
Tt. B. McDonald, W. S. Rice, J. E. 
Hetherington, Bonnett Brothers, 
G. H. Clemons, E. J. Nordgren, 
Jerry Wilcon, Dr. H. W. Nye, O. Y. 
Chamberlain, J. M. Castner, P. R. 
Clark, Hotel Thompson and J, H. 
Mullen. 


Miller Founded 
By Smith in ‘53 


Cedar township is located in 
the north-west corner of the 


.county. The village of. Miller was 


laid out in 1853 by Jonathan 
Smith and he was the first post- 
master and resident. The first 
store at Miller was opened by 
John Hogeland; the first doctor 
was J. Way and the first lawyer 
D. C, Gladson. 

At the time of 1878 there was 
one Catholic society in ‘the vil- 
lege with Rev. Cadden as pastor, 
one Methodist with Rev. Nye as 
minister. There was one store 
and a blacksmith shop and C. W. 
Maddy was postmaster, 


housed the high school and now cares for 
the grade students. 


modern brick high school building. 


At left is the more 
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Lovilia, Inc. 


Lovilia became an incorpor- 
ated town Nov. 22, 1900. It was 
declared such in court by Judge 
Robert Sloan. 


In none of the petitions, 
election, or description of the 
town or townsite is there a 
mention of the name of the 
town of Bremen. 


Nor is there on record an act 
of the Legislature of the State 
of Iowa changing the name of 
Bremen to that of Lovilia. This 
seems to be another instance 
of a community changing its 
name, but without the change 
having a legal status at the 
time. 


PEP P LILI LLL LLL ILLOLGOLOVOLOROIN 


LOVILIA EXCHANGE— 


In 1890, a private bank, the 
Lovilia Exchange, was establish- 
ed by Thomas Benton McDonald, 
a retired railroad coductor and 
merchant in Lovilia. 


ELECTED AT 24— 

Fred D. Everett was 24 years 
old when he was first elected 
Monroe County Attorney in 1900. 
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Another lowa First 


This marker was erected in Woodlawn cemetery in 
Lovilia in May of 1937 in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam R. Ross, founders of the first Methodist church in 
lowa, a church located in Burlington. Dr. and Mrs. Ross 
were residents of Lovilia at the time of their deaths. 


Dr. William Ross Founded 
Church in Cabin in 1834 


In May 1937, a marker was 
erected in the Woodlawn ceme- 
tery, Lovilia, for Dr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Mf. Ross, founders of the 
first Methodist church in Iowa, 
which was located in Burlington. 

Dr. Ross was cited as one of 
the outstanding characters of the 
earliest history of Burlington, 
then called “Flint Hills”. He set- 
tled there in 1833, moving from 
Kentucky. He persistently ‘asked 
Peter Cartwright of Illinois, “Fifty 
Years a Presiding Elder’, to send 
a preacher-pastor to Iowa. This 
was done on April 27, 1834 when 
the first Methodist class was or- 
ganized in the cabin of Dr. and 
Mrs. Wim. R. Ross. A bronze tab- 
let in the Lovilia cemetery now 
marks the event. ‘ 

Dr. Ross was the first physician 
in Burlington, the first merchant, 
the first postmaster and the first 
surveyor, He donated two lots 
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and a brick church was built on 
this site. The first four sessions 


. of the Iowa legislature were held 


in this building. 


Following the loss of this home 
because of the heavy debt in- 
curred, Dr. Ross moved to an In- 
dian camp up the Des Moines 
river where he was joined by a 
Mr. Eddy and the camp was nam- 
ed Eddyville. He served here as 
general practitioner until 1859 
then moved his large family to 
Fort Scott, Kansas, where he re- 
mained for one year. 


The family then returned to the 
vicinity of Eddyivlle and operated 
a farm and drug store. Later they 
moved to Lovilia where they op- 
erated a grocery store until he 
was forced to retire because of 
the loss ot his eyesight. He died 
in 1885 and Mrs. Ross died in 
1889. 


Masons Formed 


Here in 1885 


Albia Lodge No. 76, A. F. and 
A.M., was organized at Albia 
June 25, 1885, with 78 charter 
members. 


After this lodge disbanded Astor 
Lodge No. 505 was organized in 
Dec., 1889, with 70. members. 


Royal Arch Masons, Monroe 
chapter, was organized July 20, 
1896. 


GUARDED MINE— 


The 18th General Assembly 
passed an appropriation of $54.48 
to pay Co. C, 5th Regiment, state 
militia, for duty performed dur- 
ing February 1880, in guarding 
the Albia Coal Co.’s works. 

Between November 1935 and 
January 1936, the Monroe County 
Board of Supervisors transferred 
$8,000 from the state insane 
fund to the court fund. There be- 
ing no apparent way to replace 
the funds and no serious need for 
the ‘money in the fund from 
which it was transferred, the 47th 
General Assembly made_ the 
transfer permanent. 


SAW TREATY SIGNED— 


James Hilton, first clerk of Mon- 
roe County Court, who later 
granted incorporation to Albia 
while serving as judge of the 
court, was present at the Iowa 
Indian Agency when the settle- 
ment was made opening more 
than two-thirds of the state to 
white settlement. Among the In- 
dian chiefs present were Keokuk, 
Mahaska, Poweshiek, Wapello 
and Appanoose. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN— 


A petition for incorporation 
submitted to District Court Dec. 
6, 1858, was withdrawn Dec. 28. 
A new petition was submitted 
Jan. 3, 1859, which resulted in in- 
corporation of Albia. 


POPULIST DELEGATE— 


John R. Clark was a delegate to 
the Populist Convention in 1896 
and 1900. 


BASKETBALL— 


One of the 24 teams in the first 
girls state basketball tournament 
in 1920 was from Hiteman. 
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Wapello Coal Co. in 1890 
Was Beginning of Hiteman 


(Editor’s Note: Several years 

ago the late John W. Agans wrote 
a history of the Hiteman schools, 
This history was published by 
The Monroe County News. The 
following article includes excerpts 
from that history.) 
- In communities which live on 
through many generations, local 
history is handed down from eld- 
ers to children and lives through 
landmarks and continuing insti- 
tutions. 


But the people of Hiteman are 
scattered wide. And yet, all I 
have known take pride in Hite- 
man, and especially in its schools 
—so it has seemed fitting that I 
should seek to preserve some of 
the story of Hiteman in this nar- 
rative. 

It might also be interesting to 
others, as it portrays the progress 
and evolution of Iowa schools for 
a little more than half a century. 

The town of Hiteman is located 
in the northeast corner of Guil- 
ford townships, in Monroe county, 
along the banks of Cedar Creek. 
It had its beginning with the ad- 
vent of the Wapello Coal Co. in 
1890. This company was a sub- 
sidiary of the C. B. & Q. Railroad 
Company, and was_ organized 
with a capital of $730,000. J. C. 
Peasley was president, H. L. Wat- 
erman was vice president and 
general manager, and Phil Wat- 
erman was ‘mine superintendent. 

After extensive drilling they 
purchased 5500 acres of land and 
sank Mine No. 1 on Section 11, 
reaching coal at a depth of about 
80 feet. Mine No. 2 on Section 12 
followed soon after, and follow- 
ing the custom of mining camps 
they established a general store 
called the Hiteman Supply Co. By 
1895 they were doing the largest 
merchandise business in Monroe 
county. The entire output of coal 
was taken by the C. B. & Q. 

The ‘miners who came to Hite- 
man were mostly Welch, English 
and Swedes—with a sprinkling of 
Scotch, Irish and Italians and a 
few Negroes. They kad high na- 
tive intelligence, were musical 
and sports loving, sometimes 
rough, but very seldom vicious 
or criminal. The town was never 
incorporated, although the popu- 
lation was close to 2,500. Town- 


ship constables and justices of 
the peace represented -the law. 
There were at one time 11 church 
organizations representing almost 
every shade of religious. belief. 
The Reorganized Church of Lat- 
ter Day Saints was particularly 
strong among the Welsh and 
English. 


At its best time the Wapello 
employed 785 men, half as many 
as now work in all the mines in 
Iowa. The miners’ received 70 
cents per ton for screened coal, 
and the screen was plenty wide. 
They received no pay for nut and 
“slack” or “bug dust.” The law 
barring boys under 16 from the 
mines had not yet been enacted 
and boys were employed as ‘‘trap- 


pers” at 70 cents per day. The 
school purchased nut coal from 
the company at 75 cents per ton 
and hired it hauled for 22 cents 
per ton. Doubtless John L. Lewis 
and his United Mine Workers of 
America have made demands at 
times that seemed excessive, but 
before we condemn them we 
should know these facts about 
Iowa coal mining in this early 
day and realize that only after 
unionization did the miner re- 
ceive a living wage, the eight- 
hour day, the exclusion of chil- 
dren from the ‘mines, aid for his 
schools, and state inspection for 
safety. 


The first school house in Hite- 
man, a one-room building, built 
before the coming of the Wapel- 
lo, stood near the site. of the 
present cemetery. The Indepen- 
dent District of Hiteman was or- 
ganized in 1891 and the. first 
Board was composed as follows: 


Town Hall, Pump House 


Here’s the Lovilia town hall and the pump house with 
the water tower for the municipal supply towering in 
the background. The town of Lovilia installed the muni- 
cipal water supply in 1957, 
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J. W. Hayne, president, Samuel 
Williams, William S. Thomas, Jo- 
seeph Lewis, J. T. Brawdy, D. E. 
Dow, secretary, and §. A. Corey, 
treasurer. 


J. T. Brawdy and P. H. Water- 
man were authorized to draw 
plans for a new school house to 
be located downtown, a bond is- 
sue of $2500 was voted, and the 
contract for the two-story frame 
building—30x60—was let to J. T. 
Brawdy for $2248. This four-room 
building was accepted from Con- 
tractor Brawdy December 3, 1891. 
The old school house was sold for 
$70. The school levy for 1891-92 
was $520 for Teacher’s Fund and 
$100 for the Contingent Fund, The 
schoo] term was set at eight 
months and Jessie Williams and 
Minnie Norman were hired as 
teacher at $32.50 per month. The 
next year three teachers were 
hired, Miss Norman at $40 and 
Miss Stephenson and Maggie 
Sinnott at $35 per month each. 


The school census showed 389 
children of school age. Since the 
‘levy for that year for both Teach- 
ers’ and Contingent Funds was 
$1500, a little figuring shows that 
Hiteman spent at that time about 
48 cents per month on each child 
of school age. How three teach- 
ers cared for all these children is 
hard to understand, yet the sit- 
uation was typical of lowa’s min- 
ing camp schools at that time— 
and, in a measure, of schools all 
over Iowa. The average miner in 
Hiteman then earned about $450 
per year, corn sold for 20 cents 
per bushel, hogs were four to 
five cents a pound, and_ other 
things in like ratio, In 1895 the 
writer taught at Cromwell, Iowa, 
and saw corn sell for 15 cents.a 
bushel, hogs for three cents per 
pounds, and eggs for five cents 
per dozen, I received $60 per 
month as principal, and consider- 
ed myself fortunate. 


In 1893 the school term at Hite- 
man was extended to. nine 
months, with a four weeks mid- 
winter vacation. James Barry was 
hired as janitor at fifteen dol- 
lars per month, the number of 
teachers was increased to four 
and salaries were raised five dol- 
lars per month. 


In 1895 bonds for $1300 were 
voted to build an addition to the 
school house, 


The first high 
78 


school class 


graduated in 1897 from the 11- 
grade course. 


The principal in 1902 was hired 
at $75 a month and the first 
grade teacher with 147 in the 
room, was paid 30 a month. 


The Wapello Coal Co. discon- 
tinued operations in Hiteman in 
1917, selling most of its land 
holdings to individuals and_ its 


mines to the Smoky Hollow Coal 
Co., which had engaged in min- 
ing at Hynes and Avery. The 
new company curtailed opera- 
tions considerably. 

The Hiteman High School was 
discontinued in the spring of 1943 
as students were transported to 
Albia. The school itself becomes 
a part of the new Albia Commu- 
nity School District July 1, 1959. 


County Mining Towns All 
Had Their Baseball Teams 


In the years when Monroe 
county was at its peak of popu- 


_ lation and at the peak of mining 


activity, each of the mining towns 
had its baseball team and some- 
times two or three teams. 


Much of the record of these 
teams is lost except in the recol- 
lection of those taking an active 
part in the games of that day. 
Pat Rogers of Albia has summed 
up the early day baseball activi- 
ty in Monroe county: 


My own earliest recollection of 
events pertaining to baseball was 
at Avery, Albia, and Hiteman 
from the period of 1910 to 1923. 
These I would call the hey days 
of baseball as far as my memory 
is concerned. Because of radio and 
automobiles the sport seemed to 
lose steadily through the years 
down to the present time. 


As our county was quite famous 
as a mining center there were 
numerous towns of considerable 
size. These towns all had their 
baseball teams, some of them 
two or three teams, I remember 
Hiteman, Buxton, Hocking, Albia, 
Avery, Foster, Hynes, Ward, Mel- 
rose, Lovilia, Lockman, White 
City, Maple, Block, Hilton, Buxton 
No. 19 all had teams and some 
very good players. I would say 
the class of these teams was 
probably Hiteman, Buxton and 
Hocking. 


The Hiteman teams were com- 
posed of these players that I can 
remember: Harold Polson, Roy 
(Hun) Marinelli, Lefty Terrell and 
Ace Samuels, all pitchers; Wil- 
liam Polson, first base; Herb 
Luke, second base; John Clark- 
son and John Allison, short stops; 
and Ellis, third base; Marinelli 
and the Bagnell Brothers, out- 


fielders, and Brindle Bagnall, 
catcher, 


The Avery team was managed 
by Joe Murphy, who now resides 
in Des Moines, Pitchers were 
Tom (Lefty) Scott, Ed Angel, Joe 
Angel and Ridgeway. Joe Angel 
also played first base; Bill Car- 
ruthers, second base; Art Deskin, 
short stop; Shorty Cartney, third 
base; and Fred Robnett, catcher. 
Outfielders were Frank Phillips, 
George Osborn, Jenkin Morgan, 
and Arch Graham. Others were 
Russ Angel, catcher, and. out- 
fielder Phillip Evans. 


Buxton players were: catcher, 
Fred Rockefeller; infielder, French 
Brown; first base, George Bow- 
man; second base, Charles King; 
third base, Zebo Lewis; short 
stop, George Neal, who also play- 
ed third base. Outfielders were 
John Garrett. and Jiggie Jones, 
and the pitcher was Haluska. 


Hocking players that I remem- 
ber were Tom Oliver and Tom 
Phoenix, pitchers; Pollock, catch- 
er; and Tom McLeod, first base. 

The Albia team.of the 1920’s 
whom most residents remember 
were Joe Angel pitcher; Ab Turner 
and Rockefellow, catchers; Bill 
Maloy and Clare Deskin, first 
base; Art Deskin, second base; 
Sam Smith, short stop; Tom Ow- 
en, third base; Irving Marinelli, 
left field; John Sutton, center 
field; Johnson and McFarland, 
out field; Jack Smith and Tom 


Pearce, utility men; and Adam 
DeMoss, catcher. 
Another baseball player was 


Henry Brummer, who, it was said, 
was the hardest hitter in the 
county. They say he could knock 
more hits over the fence than 
any other player, 
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Class of 1959 was the last class to be grad- 


John Drew Claimed First 
Land in Melrose in 1847 


The first tract of land in what 
is now the town of Melrose was 
claimed in 1847 by John Drew, 
who built a cabin for himself. 

Soon after John P. Currier came 
and it was he who started an 
early day saw mill in Melrose. 
Then came other carlier settlers, 
among them A. D, Brown, T, C, 
Stuart, J. Davenport, John McCoy, 
Adam Youtsey, William Gilbert, 
William Bernard, and Arson Glass, 

The first school in Melrose was 
one started in 1857 and taught 
in a private home by Sarah Prin- 
gle, a sister of Mrs. John P. Cur- 
rier, In 1858 a school house was 
built across the railroad tracks 
and south of the present site of 
the town of Melrose. 

The second school in the town 
was built on ground which to this 
day is used for school purposes. 
The present modern school in 
Melrose was built in 1945 follow- 
ing a fire which on Easter Sun- 
day 1944, destroyed the former 
building. 

T. C. Stuart opened the first 


store in Melrose in 1860. 

In 1861 the post office was es- 
tablished with J. D. Peacock the 
first postmaster, T. C. Stuart the 
second, and Sumner Smith the 
third. 

The town of Melrose was laid 
out in 1866 by John P. Currier and 
was named by Mrs. Currier for her 
home town of Melrose, Mass, Gol- 
try and Brown platted an addi- 
tion west of the original survey. 

The C. B. & Q. Railroad was 
built to Melrose in the latter part 
of 1866 and the early part of 1867. 
The 23.08 miles from Albia_ to 
Russell were completed between 
Nov. 1, 1866 and April 19, 1867. 

The first church built in Mel- 
rose was a Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The Catholic church was 
started in 1870 with 120 families, 
although pioneer services of the 
Catholic were held as far back 
as 1852 in a log cabin in Stacy- 
ville (now Georgetown). 

Among the first physicians. to 
travel in the western part of Mon- 
roe county were Dr. John Jayes 


Bethe 


Melrose eee 


Following a fire on Easter Sunday 1944, 
a fire which destroyed the old school in 
Melrose, this modern school was built on 
a hill overlooking the community. The 


vated from the Melrose High School, since 
on July 1 this area becomes a part of an 
entirely new Albia Community School Dis- 


and a Dr. Lynn. The first resi- 
gent physician in Melrose. was 
Dr. James Evans and the first 
lawyer was John R. Hufford. 
Melrose by the year 1878 had 
acquired a population of nearly 
500 people and the town was a 
thriving: business community. 


. There were no business competi- 
tors to the north or south of Mel- 


rose within a radius of 25 miles. 

At that time the town had 
three dry goods and_ grocery 
stores, a hardware store, grocery 
store, two drug stores, a millin- 
ery shop, a wagon maker, a car- 
penter, a furniture maker, a shoe 
cobbler, a saddler, two black- 
smiths, two doctors, and one law- 
yer. 


eer 


Melrose, Inc. 


Before the railroad was built 
across Monroe county there was 
in Jackson township a com- 
munity called East Melrose. 

According to some _ writers 
John Drew had title to the site. 

When the railroad was built 
through the community in 1866 
the town was platted and 
about a decade later became 
known as Melrose. 
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Melrose Community Hall 


Here’s a view of the 80-foot front of the 
Melrose Community Hall. The building 
was completed in September 1939. It con- 
tains not only the gymnasium and the 
bleacher seating but also a stage, munici- 
pal rooms, and kitchen area for the prep- 


Twenty Years Ago Melrose 
Dedicated Community Hall 


Twenty years ago—Sept. 20-21, 
1939—the town of Melrose cele- 
brated its homecoming. 


Included in the celebration was 
a two-day rodeo performance, a 
colt and mule show, two dances, 
a carnival, a dedication of the 
new $19,000 community building 
and a basketball game between 
a group of Drake University Stars 
and the Melrose team which won 
the Iowa State High School 
Championship in 1937. 


The game was played in the 


new community building, a far 
ery from the old Melrose opera 
house where all of the home 
games for the town’s basketball 
team were played up until that 
time. (Following the dedication 
of the community hall, the old 
opera house continued in use as 
a roller skating ring). 

The Melrose Shamrocks, which 
won the 1937 state title, is a team 
long remembered in Monroe 
county and in Iowa. The team 


80 


gave early evidence of its 
strength when it rolled off 23 
straight wins. It won _ easily 


the Chariton Valley title, then 


walked away with the Chariton 


Valley and Monroe County tour- 
nament championships. 


In sectional meets that year 
the Shamrocks downed Hiteman, 
Derby, and Blakesburg in that or- 
der and in the Ottumwa district 
meet won over Hillsboro, Douds, 
and Martinsburg. 


In the state contest the Sham- 
rocks took a 35-34 game from 
Geneseo, then trimmed Newton 
by a 20-15 score, scored a one- 
sided 29-13 victory over Rolfe in 
the semi-final, and then for the 
state championship took on Mar- 
shalltown. 

The Shamrocks won that game, 
doubling their opponents score 
and ending with a 35-17 victory. 
Members of that state champion- 


ship team were Robert F. Parks, 


George Pavlik, Captain Walter 


aration of banquets. The project cost an 
approximate $19,000 with the community 
paying 55 per cent and the balance being 
paid by the federal government under the 
Public Works Administration. 


O’Connor, James Carr, Mike Kas- 
per, Ray. Parks, Edward Callahan, 
James Thynne, Raphael Navin, 
Bernard Lee, and Coach A. J. Hlu- 
bek. 
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Inventor at 81 


James Duggan, who in -No- 
vember 1882 opened a store in 
Melrose and who continued in 
that business there for more 
than 60 years, was the inven- 
tor of an automobile signal. 

In 1939 Duggan, then 81 years 
of age, was granted a patent 
on the device designed to com- 
municate intentions to the dri- 
ver of the vehicle behind him. 

According to the patent, two 
electrically lighted warning sig- 
nals would be mounted, one 
On each rear fender, reading 
“Right” and “Left” respective- 
ly. These lights would be con- 
trolled by the steering wheel 
so that they would flash on 
when the wheel would turn 
toward the right or left to start 
a turn. 
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elrose in 1908 


You have to admit to being more than "street and in the foreground the town 
39 if you can remember the days of the pump with several of the boys who pre- 
town pump. Here’s a view of the town of | sumably were sent to draw water. 


Melrose taken in 1908 showing the main 


site tsd 


Melrose in 1959 


Here’s a view of the main street in Mel- in an earlier picture of Melrose, taken 
rose in 1959, much the same view shown about 1908. 
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Albia Union Established _ 
By Matthew Robb in 1862 


Over a period of more than a 
century weekly,  twin-weekly, 
semi-weekly, and daily news- 
papers have been published in 
Monroe County communities in- 
cluding Albia, Avery, Lovilia, 
Buxton, and Melrose, 

Many of the newspapers lasted 
but a short time, Others like the 
Albia Union can be traced down 
to the present day through var- 
ious changes in ownership and 
a combining with other newspap- 


> -€Ts. 


At present there are records of 
thirty-five or more newspapers 
published in the county in over 
100 years. 

Albia’s two weekly newspapers 
can trace their history back 
through most of the century dur- 
ing which the City of Albia has 
been incorporated. 

The Albia Union-Republican 
_ traces its history back through. a 
succession of owners to May 20, 
1862 when The Weekly Albia 
Union was established by Mat- 
thew A. Robb. 

The Albia Republican was es- 
tablished Oct. 24, 1894. 

These two papers continued as 
separate publications until Aug. 
8, 1923 when they combined to 
become the Union-Republican Co. 
with W. D. Junkin as_ president 
and S. W. Wilson as secretary. 
Both had been associated with 
the ‘‘Republican Publishing Co. of 
Albia, Iowa” which was incorpo- 
rated Sept. 14, 1914 with S. W. 
Wilson as president, W. D. Junkin 
as Vice-president, Don MeGiffin 
us secretary and Paul S. Junkin 
as treasurer, 

The Monroe County News was 
owned during its first 37 years by 
J. M. Gass and his son, Vaughn 
Gass, It was published in recent 
years in the present building 
owned by the two Albia NEWS- 
papers. 

The Monroe County News was 
incorporated April 16, 1928 with 
_K. F. Baldridge as president; Karl 
D. Melcher as vice-president and 
treasurer, and W. D. Allender as 
secretary. 

Robert W. Larson, present man- 
ager of The Albia NEWSpapers 
office, has served as president of 
the Union-Republican Co. since 
1946. Donald A, Norberg has serv- 
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ed as president of the Albia Pub- 
lishing Co. for the same period. 

The two newspapers and the 
two publishing corporations have 
been published from the same 
presses and have been housed in 
the same building since  stock- 
holders of the two corporations 
signed an operating agreement 
Feb: 15, 2928: 

The rising costs of that period 
were causing many newspapers 
to close their businesses or to 
sell to competitors, leaving many 
communities with only one news- 
paper. Many who were interested 
in the political situation in var- 
ous communities were reluctant 
to allow’ the newspaper repre- 
senting their political persuasion 
close its doors. 

So the “twin-weekly” newspa- 
per operation came into being, 
with the community being assur- 
ed of two newspapers a week 
and with each political party 
having an organ to reflect its 
views. 

In many of the communities 
competing newspapers had been 
published on the same day, us- 


‘ually Wednesday or Thursday in 


the case of weekly newspapers. 

But stockholders of the Albia 
Publishing Co. and the Union-Re- 
publican Co, agreed that The 
Monroe County News would be 
published on Monday and The 
Union-Republican on Thursday, 

They reasoned that this ‘“twin- 
weekly” publication would pro- 
vide the residents of the commun- 
ity with a twice-a-weck news cov- 
erage and also allow the mer- 
chants of the community a wider 
latitude in advertising. 

The combined or “twin-week- 
ly” operation in Albia was one 
of the early ones in the United 
States and since then many com- 
munities have been served by 
similar newspapers, operating un- 
der like agreements. The first 
such entered into in the United 
States was that of The Bloom- 
field Newspapers in 1919. The 
Chariton Newspapers entered a 
similar agreement in 1923, the 
third such in the country. 

For a time following the agree- 
ment in Albia the firms continued 
to operate a commercial printing 
plant separately from the office 


publishing the two newspapers. 
Later these were combined. 

Both newspapers continue. to 
have their separate corporations 
and separate stockholders, and 
each continues to represent edi- 
torially the political party with 
which each was affiliated in its 
early days with The Albia Union- 
Republican distinctly Republican 
in its editorial policies and The 
Monroe County News unhesitat- 
ingly Democratic. 


First Basketball 
Season Was 1913 | 


The first Albia High School 
boys basketball team played dur- 
ing the 1913-1914 season, 


The coach, Mr. Hamilton, nad 
some difficulty choosing a team, 
since no one in the high school 
had ever played before. - 


The team played two games 
each with Eddyville, Corydon, 
Beacon, Mt. Pleasant and Mora- 
via. 


Melrose Champs 
First in Class B 


Melrose High School had the 
first Class B basketball team to 
win a state championship when it 
did so in 1937. 


Walt O’Connor and “Thin Jim” 
Thynne were the brightest stars 
as the “Gaels” defeated Geneseo, 
Newton, Rolfe and Marshalltown 
in the state meet. 


Thynne led Melrose scoring 
during the four games with 46 
points, four less than the tourna- 
ment leader. 


Ad Hlubek coached the Melrose 
team. 


LOOKED FOR GOLD— 


Andrew Jackson Casady, an ear- 
ly Albian, left the state in 1862 
with a party of men to. prospect 
in the recently-discovered gold 
fields in British Columbia. Casady 
received a gunshot wound during 
an engagement with Indians. but 
returned to the state where he 
was later elected county superin- 
tendent, auditor, surveyor, asses- 
sor and attorney. 


WINS MATCH— 


Lloyd Goode of Albia was the 
winner of the state plowing 
match held in 1951 at Humboldt. 
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The Rise and Fall of Buxton-- 


Buxton Has Disappeared as a Town 
But Still Lives On in Its People 


(Editor’s Note: The following 
article entitled “The Rise and 
Fall of Buxton” is by Jacob A. 
Swisher and is reprinted in its 
entirety from the June 1945 issue 
of The Palimpsest, monthly pub- 
lication of the State Historical 
Society of Iowa. It is reprinted 
by permission.) 

In the decade of the eighties 
the town of Muchakinock, five 
miles south of Oskaloosa, in Ma- 
haska County, was a flourishing 
coal mining community. About 
that time the Consolidation Coal 
Company, a subsidiary of the 
Chicago and North Western Rail- 
way Company, became interested 
in Iowa coal and sent its agent, 
J. E. Buxton, to Muchakinock to 
purchase coal. Eventually, he was 
succeeded by his son, Ben C. 
Buxton, 

When laborers at these mines 
became scarce because of strikes 
and increased demand for labor, 
H. A. “Hobe” Armstrong, a resi- 
dent of Muchakinock, and other 
agents of the company went to 
Virginia to induce Negroes to 
come and work in the Iowa mines. 
Negro miners came also from 
Kentucky and Tennessee, and 
presently Muchakinock had a 
large colored population. 

For the transportation of coal 
from this area, the Chicago and 
North Western Railway had run 
a branch from its main line at 
Belle Plaine, southwestward to 
What Cheer, (hence to Muchakin- 
ock and Lakonta. When the 
mines at Muchakinock ceased to 
be profitable the railroad extend- 
ed its tracks farther southward 
just over the line into Monroe 
county, and Ben Buxton and his 
miners, both white and colored 
moved by train in a body, and 
founded the town of Buxton, 
about twelve miles north of Al- 
bia. 

During the first decade of the 
twentieth century Buxton  be- 
came one of the largest coal-min- 
ing towns west of the Mississippi 
River. Its population of approxi- 
mately five thousand was about 
half white and half colored. In 
1906 the Regal Coal Company, 
the Ackers Coal Company, and 


mines Nos, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14 
of the Consolidation Coal Com- 
pany were located near Buxton. 
The output from these mines that 
year was 1,183,143 tons of coal. 
This made Monroe county the 
largest coal-producing county in 
Iowa. 

At that time and in the years 
immediately following, Buxton 
Was reputed to be the largest 
unincorporated town in the Unit- 
ed States. There was no city gov- 
ernment —no mayor, no council, 
no police force. Order was main- 
tained, insofar as order prevail- 
ed, by township and county offi- 
cers, chiefly constables and dep- 
uty sheriffs, 

Rowdyism and violence pre- 
vailed throughout the town, Mur- 
ders were not rare. Holdups and 
robberies were common, and as- 
saults were frequent. A forme: 
resident refers to the town as a 
modern Sodom and adds: “Peo- 
ple think I am telling a cock and 
bull story when I tell them what 
I saw in Buxton. But it’s the 
truth.” 

But Buxton was not wholly 
bad even in those days. There 
were churches of various denom- 
inations—one maintained by col- 
ored Methodists, and one _ sup- 
ported by white Methodists, a 
Swedish Lutheran Church and a 
church for colored folk of the 
Baptist faith. Schools were main- 
tained for both white and col- 
ored pupils, Usually they were 
not segregated, At one time Bux- 
ton had a thoroughly mixed high 
school, with a Negro superinten- 
dent and a Negro principal, with 
teachers of both races, and with 
both white and black pupils at- 
tending. 

When Buxton was at its height, 
no other. town in Iowa could 
boast of so. many professional 
and business people of the col- 
ored race, Mrs, Minnie B. London, 
for many years a teacher in the 
Buxton schools, writes: “Doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, druggists, phar- 
macists, undertakers, clerks, the 


Postmaster, Justice of the Peace,- 


Consluble, members of the School 
Board, and what have you” were 
of Negro blood, There were, of 


course, physicians, ministers, law- 
yers, teachers, merchants, me- 
chanics, and miners of the white 
race, too, for Buxton was a thor- 
oughly mixed community. There, 
too, as in other towns, good and 
evil influences existed side by 
side. No one race or group was 
responsible for all the evil in- 
fluences, nor was any one race 
or group to be credited with all 
the good. Rather the good and 
the evil, like the white and col- 
ored population, was scattered 
throughout the town. 

Various parts of the town or 
“camp,” as it was commonly 
called, were given characteristic 
names, “East Swede Town”: and 
“West Swede Town” designated 
areas in which Swedish immi- 
grants predominated. Another 
section of town was called “Gob- 
blers Nob’—just why, no one 
seemed to know. “Sharp End” ap- 
plied to the “sudden termination 
of the town to the south.” In 
that area was Ike Hutchinson’s 
drug store where Mrs, Hattie 
Hutchinson, said to be the only 
colored woman registered pharm- 
acist in Iowa, filled prescriptions. 
Coopertown, named in honor of 
B. F. Cooper, another Negro drug- 
gist, was located to the north on 
the Mahaska County line. But 
these areas were all parts of the 
Buxton community. 

News of local interest appear- 
ed in the Gazette, the Advocate, 
and the Bulletin, which were pub- 
lished weekly in Buxton at dif- 
ferent times. Then Mrs. London 
wrote her reminiscences for the 
Howard Newspaper Syndicate in 
1940, her descriptions of the 
unique community were as Cir- 
cumstantial as the items that 
might have been read during the 
decade from 1906 to 1916 in the 
columns of these papers. For ex- 
ample: “Manie Lobbins had a 
livery barn in the Sharp End, and 
since this was in the horse and 
buggy days no one was required 
to take Hobson’s choice. 

“If you wanted coffee like your 
mother made, you could go to 
the Rising Sun Restaurant in 
Coopertown, operated by Mrs. 
Anna Lobbins. She would serve 
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you a hot lunch or a complete 
dinner at reasonable prices. 


“Peter Carey’s barber shop was 
also in this section, located across 
from Cooper’s store. He was al- 
ways in whenever one wanted a 
hair cut or shave, 


“The hair dressing, manicuring, 
face massage, and _  chiropody 
were all done by Madam Ella 
Yancy. She was an honor grad- 
uate of the New York College of 
Hairdressing. Madam Yancy was 
Buxton’s best specialist in scalp 
treatment. ‘If your hair won't 
grow, won’t straighten, all you 
have to do is to see Madam Yan- 
cy and find out the reason and 
get a remedy’;. and ‘If your 
wrinkles won’t leave and ‘your 
cheeks won’t fill out, see Madam 
Yancy’; and ‘If your corns both- 
er you and just won’t stop hurt- 
ing, see Madam Yancy’. 


“Near the depot Anderson Per- 
kins and Son operated a_ hotel 
and confectionary. They adver- 
tised good meals and first class 
service. Hotel rates $1 and $1.50. 

“Tf you desired an old fash- 
ioned meal and did not wish to 
go home or bother to cook on a 
hot day, all you had to do was 
to stop in the Jeffers Restaurant, 
run by Andy Jeffers and his wife 
Maggie. 

“Peter Abington, the caterer, 
kept his wagon on the street all 
day long selling ice cream, pies, 
bread, butter and eggs. 

“Lewis Reasby had a hambur- 
ger stand in front of the Y.M.C.A. 
. His comical manner of crying his 
wares would attract passers-by 
who would stop to listen to him, 
then find themselves thrusting 
their hand into their pockets and 
saying, “A hot dog please’.” 

The Y.M.C.A. was a large three- 
story building built expressly for 
the colored miners by the coal 
company. Though slow to be ac- 
cepted, it eventually became a 
popular center of recreation. At 
one time this was reputed to be 
“the largest Negro Y.M.C.A. in 
the country” with a membership 
of about three hundred. The third 


floor was occupied by the rooms ° 


of many secret societies, for near- 
ly every adult belonged to one 
or ‘more. “When a member died 
his lodge would turn out in full 
regalia. The funeral procession 
would be headed by the band 
playing a funeral dirge all the 
way to the cemetery. The Buxton 
Negro Concert Band was famous 
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throughout southern Iowa. Under 
the leadership of F. E. Groggins, 
it had frequent engagements in 
surrounding towns, playing at 
fairs and on other occasions, 


The second floor of the Y.M.C.A. 
Was occupied by a spacious audi- 
torium, with a stage and dressing 
rooms, There the Langois sisters, 
better known as the “French 
women,” displayed motion pic- 
tures every night, which afforded 
enjoyable recreation for the min- 
ers and their families, Road shows 
as well as. motion pictures were 
featured in the auditorium — 
among them East Lynne and the 
Count of Monte Christo. Among 
the Negro characters who enter- 
tained packed houses were Book- 
er T. Washington, Hallie I. Brown, 
Blind Boone, and Roscoe Conklin 
Simmons. 


The homes of the miners at 
Buxton were owned by the coal 
company. They were usually five 
or six-room frame _ structures, 
“each built on about a quarter 
acre of land so that the miners 
could have a cow, chickens, pigs, 
and small gardens.” The streets 
were irregular, “following the 
lay of the land.” There were “no 
sidewalks to speak of,” and of 
course no city treasury and no 
city engineer, There were, how- 
ever, a few electric lights, and a 
telephone office. Three company 
doctors took care of the sick and 
injured, but they had no hospi- 
tal facilities. Under the auspices 
of the company, an association 
was organized whereby single 
men for seventy-five cents and 
married men for $1.50 would have 
medical attention, 


Ben C. Buxton was social mind- 
ed, though rather paternalistic. 
“Ile would offer prizes for the 
best kept yards and gardens, At 
each Christmas season for a time 
he would give a turkey and a 
basket of groceries to each fam- 
ily—white and colored—and some 
years a gallon of fine syrup from 
his father’s estate in Vermont.” 
He also tried to prevent trouble 
by forbidding saloons on com- 
pany property. Although saloons 
were not permitted in the town 
of Buxton or in Monroe county, 
liquor could be obtained at the 
drug stores. Moreover, saloons 
flourished just north of Buxton, 
over the Mahaska county line. 


A big general company store 
was operated by W. A. Wells, a 
brother-in-law of Ben Buxton, and 


the company meat market was 
under the direction of ‘Hobe” 
Armstrong. For both the store 
and the meat market there was 
a credit plan and “a _ check-off 
system” whereby accounts were 
deducted from the miner’s pay. 
No cash was needed. As goods 
were ordered, the clerks punch- 
ed the amount on the customer’s 
credit card. The total sum was 
then withheld on the next pay 
day. The miners, however, were 
not compelled to buy at the com- 
pany store, “Everything is kept 
there from wedding garments to 
coffins,” commented a reporter in 
1910, “They have a system that 
takes every penny to the cashier’s 
desk like in the biggest houses 
in Chicago.” 

On the night of February 21, 
1911, a fire of unknown origin 
destroyed the ‘big store” and its 
contents, causing a loss estimat- 
ed at from $100,000 to $150,000. 
Food supplies were shipped in 
carload lots from Oskaloosa to 
meet immediate demands. Al- 
though the store was soon re- 
built and stocked with new goods, 
it never was as prominent in the 
life of the community as the. old 
store had been, At night, after 
the miners had cleaned up and 
eaten supper, they used to gather 
at the store to smoke and visit. 
There was no objection to loaf- 
ing. The manager preferred to 
have the men hang around the 
store instead of spending their 
time and ‘money at the saloons, 

In busy seasons the miners 
made big wages. They were paid 
in gold and silver. “It was a com- 
mon thing to see a man with a 
twenty dollar gold coin. on his 
watch chain.” As a rule the young 
men were well dressed, Many of 
them wore tailor-made clothes 
and some had high silk hats for 
special occasions, They spent: 
freely. A former résident observed 
that as soon a they had a few 
dollars in the bank, they would 
“go to Albia and buy out the 
town.” 


In 1913 mine No. 18 was open- 
ed a few miles south of Buxton. 
It was believed that it would last 
for twenty years. The equipment 
was extensive, modern, and pow- 
erful. “Eight boilers were neces- 
sary to furnish steam, and an 
engine room filled with dynamos, 


steam turbines and hoisting en- 


gines occupied almost a_ half 
block.” At this new mine “Billy 
Llewellyn hung up his hoisting 
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Albia Country Club 


This club is located just east of the Al- 


bia city limits. 


It has a nine-hole golf 
course, a swimming pool with a complete 


picnic 


filtering system, the club house, a family 


record. of 3,774 tons of ‘coa] in 
eight hours.” 


Meanwhile, the Chicago and 
North Western Railway Company 
had extended its tracks south- 
westward to Bucknell and Hay- 
dock and these towns attracted 
business that had formerly gone 
to. Buxton. Then came the first 
World War. The railroad company 
hot only abandoned its plans for 
further extension, but removed 
its equipment from Haydock, 
closed the mines at Bucknell, and 
stopped the train several miles 
short of the terminal. 


During the war, however, the 
demand for coal was so. great 
that the Consolidation Coal Com- 
pany was forced to sacrifice ev- 
erything for production. Accord- 
ingly, the big mine No, 18, work- 
ed overtime. The peak of coal 
production in Iowa was reached 
in 1917 when over nine million 
tons were mined, nearly a fourth 
of it in Monroe county. After the 
war, however, the business de- 
pression, increased competition 
with Illinois and Kentucky coal, 


and the decline of railroad trans- 
portation severely reduced pro- 
duction. Later trouble developed. 
On March 15, 1927, No. .18 closed, 
six years before its estimated 
time. Fifteen days later, No. 19, 
a 1950-ton mine, shut down with 
the declaration of a strike. Two 
years later more than a hundred 
cars of coal were still waiting at 
the bottom to be hoisted. 
Meanwhile the Consolidation 
Coal Company was disposing of 
its Buxton property estimated in 
value at $2,000,000. Company- 
owned miners’ homes were being 
sold for fifty dollars’ each, while 
“junk men” were “awaiting the 


results of their bids on the re-: 


mains at the Buxton No. 18 — 
once the Jargest mine in Iowa.” 

In October, 1929, the Oskaloo- 
sa Times, commenting on condi- 
tions in Buxton reported: “The 
four winds called to the popula- 
tion and last year it literally 
melted away. The banking and 
business houses began closing. 
School opened in the fine high 
schoo] this year with only a few 


area and playground for the 
youngsters, and a lake that’s popular with 
both fishermen and boaters. 


pupils and one school building 
entirely unused . .. Like some 
ancient village in the jungle, the 
weeds and undergrowth are 
creeping in on Bucknell and Hay- 
dock, Today they are standing in 
the lobby of the movie theatre; 
six months from now nature will 
reclaim its own, and only a few 
foundations, a ramshackle store 
or two, will mark the glory which 
Was once only Buxton’s.” 

Alas, how true the prophecy! 

As a precaution of safety in 
June, 1944, the Hercules Powder 
Company of Chicago used twelve 
pounds of dynamite, set at the 
base of the 155-foot stack at 
Buxton mine No. 18 to level it to 
earth, Erected in 1918 at a cost 
of $10,000, the giant stack had 
served its day, Made of concrete 
and steel, the stack fell graceful- 
ly to the ground “and shattered 
Within inches of the opening of 
the shaft.” The debris was used 
to fill the shaft of what had been 
one of lowa’s greatest mines, 

With the closing of the mines, 
Buxton became a deserted vil- 
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lage. For the most part the area 
is now a cornfield. Cement foun- 
dations of the old store remain. 
An croding embankment marks 
What was once a busy railroad. 
The large stone warehouse with 
its red tile roof still stands, but 
it too is now badly weathered. 
Yonder in the low lands are the 
remains of the old vault—a once 
subslantial brick structure where 
great quantities of gold and silver 
were stored, and from which the 
miners received their bi-weekly 
pay. This brick and stone struc- 
ture, like old Buxton, itself, is all 
but gone. 


Perhaps the most significant 
landmark in all this area is one 
that is not made of brick, or 
stone, or Steel. Rather it is a 
work of art. Upon the highlands 
of what was once East Swede 
Town the Swedish Lutheran 
Church, a substantial frame struc- 
ture, still stands. But it is now 
a typical rural, church with little 
of outward appearance to attract 
the attention of passers-by. In- 
side the church, however, just 
over the altar, and facing the 
congregation as they sit in the 
wooden pews, is a_ beautiful 
painting, seven by eleven feet in 
dimensions, with a background 
of blue, representing Christ in 
Gethsemane. It was painted by 
Birger Sandzen in 1904, when 
Buxton was a flourishing mining 
town. Today Buxton is gone. Only 
the church with its beautiful 
painting remains. 


No, Buxton is not entirely gone. 
Ancient Rome fell, but it still 
lives in history. Buxton, as a 
town, with its boasted material 
wealth and prosperity is gone. 
Yet there is a hint of immortality 
even in a deserted mining camp. 
In history and in memory Bux- 
ton still lives. 


Look backward across the years 
to the time when Muchakinock 
was a flourishing mining town, 
before Buxton was founded. A 
colored lad, E, A. Carter, was the 
son of a coal miner, and he him- 
self worked in the mines. Young 
Carter was resolved to get an ed- 
ucation, He attended the State 
University of Iowa, graduating in 
Liberal Arts and Medicine. For 
the practice of his profession he 
located at Buxton where he be- 
came assistant and then chief 
surgcon for the North Western 
Railway Company and the Con- 
solidation Coal Company in that 


86 


and neighboring 


community. Now he is a promi- 
nent physician and surgeon in 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Another outstanding Negro cit- 
izen of Buxton was Attorney 
George H. Woodson, who practic- 
ed law there for twenty years, 


and served his people so. well 
that he was nominated by the 
Republicans for the office of 


State Representative — the only 
Negro ever so honored by a ma- 
jor party in Iowa. Other promi- 
nent residents of Buxton, both 
colored and white, might be men- 
tioned, but these will suffice to 
show that memories of Buxton 
still live. 


Many people throughout lowa 
states recall 
mining interests and activities at 
Buxton. Indeed, in recent years, 
it has been the custom to hold 
an annual reunion at the site of 
this once flourishing mining 
town. Former residents of Bux- 
ton come from Sioux City, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Des Moines, and other 
cities, and, indeed, from other 
States to observe the annual fes- 
tivities and to recall the days of 
prosperity and adversity — the 
rise and fall of Buxton. 

J. A. Swisher. 


Note: The significant landmark 
to which Swisher refers in his 
article is now, too, a thing of the 
past. On Dec. 21, 1954, as the 
children of the Sunday school of 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church of Bux- 
ton were rehearsing their Christ- 
mas program a fire started from 
an overheated chimney, The en- 
tire church burned, without harm 
to any individuals, but those im- 
mediately on the scene could not 
save the Sandzen painting. 


BUXTON PAPER— 


Buxton has a new paper. The 
Vindicator, with E, Robbins as 
editor and a stock company, in- 
cluding Atty. Geo. Woodson back 
of him. It starts out as a monthly 
but hopes to become a weekly. 
—From The Melrose Big Four Re- 
cord, Jan, 18, 1908. 


BUXTON— 


The first coal washing plant in 
Iowa was established at Lakonta 
in Mahaska county in 1912. For 
the most part, this plant washed 
only screenings furnished by Con- 
solidated Coal Company of Bux- 
ton. 


SPECIAL ACT— 


In Feb., 1936, the Monroe Coun- 
ty Board of Supervisors purchased 
and removed stone from the farm 
of Cyrus Hall for use on secondary 
roads. Hall was a member of the 
board of supervisors, however, 
making the transaction not in 
accordance with the law. The 
47th General Assembly passed a 
measure authorizing the’ board 
to pay Hall the $1,070.45, since 
the stone had already been re- 
moved and used. 


CIVIL WAR WOUNDS— 


Harrison Hickenlooper, after 
participating in the battles of 
Shiloh, Black River, Jackson, 
Corinth and _ Vicksburg, was 
wounded at the battle of Mission- 
ary Ridge and was discharged for 
disability after nearly three years 
of Civil War service. He later ser- 
ved eight years as Monroe county 
treasurer, and was a school teach. 
er and merchant in Albia. 


FIRST STALLIONS— 


James K. Watson, who moved 
to Monroe county with his par- 
ents in 1871, was associated with 
a firm which brought the first 
Clyde and Percheron stallions in- 
to the county. 


VICE CHAIRMAN— 


N. E. Kendall, who began prac- 
ticing law in Albia in 1889, was 
secretary for one term and vice 
chairman for two terms of the 
Republican State Central Com- 
mittee. 


ALBIA UNION EXTRA— 


The Albia Union on Sunday, 
Feb. 28, 1909 issued an extra de- 
scribing the arrest of and confes- 
sion of a murderer, and the mob 
from Ottumwa which came to 
avenge the murder of the Ottum- 
wa woman. 


1.0.0.F.— 

The first Odd Fellows Lodge 
here, Monroe Lodge No. 81, was 
organized Oct. 11, 1855, with just 
five charter members. In 1876 
Robert McCormick organized Al- 
bia Encampment No. 19, I.0.0.F. 


FIRST G. A. R. POST— 


J. R. Castle Post No. 313, G.A.R., 
of Avery was the first established 
in this part of the state. 
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Manufacturing in 1959 


Albia Factories Make Aluminum Doors, 
Mouse Traps, Archery Tackle, Feeds 


Manufacturing in Albia and in 
Monroe county in 1959 covers a 
variety of products, from concrete 
blocks to archery tackle, from 
aluminum doors to mouse traps, 
from feeds to fertilziers, and 
from ice cream to fryers. 

Albia’s biggest single employer 
is The Moloney Company, loca- 
ted at 210 North A Street. This 
firm recently completed its third 
addition in three years. 

Paul S. Moloney, owner of. the 
plant, completed negotiations on 
Feb. 23, 1956 with representatives 
of the Albia Chamber of Com- 
merce Industrial Bureau and an- 
nounced that the new _ plant 
would manufacture combination 
aluminum doors in Albia. 

Two weeks later four Moloney 
trucks rolled into Albia with ma- 
chinery and materials, ready to 
set up and begin training the 
initial work force for the new fac- 
tory. Manutacture of the combin- 
ation aluminum storm and screen 
doors was started on a_= small 
scale in the Duea Chevrolet Co. 
building on Benton Ave. West, a 
building still leased for storage 
and other purposes. 

Later the company moved into 
a building owned by Dr. Frank N. 
Bay and located on North A 
Street. Within 15 months after the 
initial announcement workmen 
were completing a new addition 
to house the 1400-ton extrusion 
press, It doubled the space oc- 
cupied by the company. A sec- 
ond addition was completed in 
1958 and a third in February 1959 
with others projected within two 
years. 

The firm manufacturers a va- 


riety of Moloney All-Weather 
Aluminum Combination Doors, 
Moloney Picture Vue _ Sliding 


Glass Doors, Moloney Jaleousie 
Doors, Moloney Space-Age Enclo- 
sures, and is rapidly expanding 
its line of products. 

In addition to manufacturing 
these doors for distribution 
through its own outlets and dis- 
tributors, The Moloney Company 
manufactures for Sears Roebuck 
and Company a complete line of 
combination doors and other al- 
uminum doors. These are market- 


A; B.. Behnke, 


ed through Sears, Roebuck, and 
Company in its real stores and 
through its mail order catalog 
and mail order stores. 


Present employment at _ the 
plant is in excess of 130 full time 
empolyees, most of whom are 
employed on a year-around basis. 
Production in the spring of 1959 
averaged 20,000 doors a month 
and the weekly payroll of the 
firm is in excess of $10,000. The 
firm has initiated for its em- 
ployees a profit sharing plan, and 
has expanded its hospitalization, 
surgical and medical plans and 
also covers its employees with 
an accident and sickness policy. 


At the present the manufatur- 
ing and warehousing operation 
in the main plant occupies 43,747 
square feet of space, with two 
auxiliary operations outside of the 
main plant. The firm has also 
added this spring a number of 
trucks to the fleet already op- 
erating. 

Perhaps the second largest 
plant in Albia in terms of total 
employment is that operated by 
Behnke’s Produce 
processes and markets Behnke’s 
Famous Fryers in more than 62 
communities in Central and 
Southern Iowa. 


In 1958 housewives in this area 
bought more than half a million 
Behnke processed chickens. 

From a small scale start in Al- 
bia 19 years ago the plant has 
expanded until now it has a top 
capacity of 20,000 fryers a week. 
In 1949 when the firm. started 
processing the fryers, 3,000 a 
week was the top production. 


L. L. Behnke, the firm’s owner, - 


came to Albia in 1933 as manager 
for the Neil Creamery Co. of 
Tama. Behnke purchased the 
firm in 1940 and in 1950 changed 
the name, 

In 1949 the fryer processing was 
started on a small scale, but the 
operation expanded quickly and 
Behnke was forced into larger 
quarters, In 1954 he built his 
present plant in south Albia and 
in 1957 added two additions to 
the operation. 

The Albia-processed poultry is 


sold under two names. Fryers 
sold by Behnke are | labeled 
“Behnke’s Famous. Fryers.” In 


September 1957 the firm started 
processing and packing also for 
Hy-Vee Food Stores under the 
“Hy-Vee Lushus Fryers’ label. 

All of the Behnke equipment 
is manufactured by the Barker 
Poultry Equipment Co. in Ot- 
tumwa. 


Last year the firm processed a 
total of 1,700,000 pounds of fry- 
ers. Of the more than half a mil- 
lion chickens, 300,000 were pack- 
ed under the two labels and an 
additional 200,000 were individ- 
ually ice packed. The Behnke 
plant has its own ice manufac- 
turing machine with a _  4,500- 
pound-per-day capacity, The pres- 
ent payroll totals 30 employees,. 
both men and women. 


Another Albia plant known 
throughout the United States is 
the Kness Manufacturing Co., 
operated by A. E, Kness and his 
sons. The firm manufactures a 
“Ketch - All Automatic Mouse 
Trap,” with a spring-controlled 
rotary gate which can trap up to 
25 mice at one setting. 

The Kness family moved to AI- 
bia in 1945 with the help of the 
Albia Booster Club (a forerunner 
of the Chamber of Commerce) 
and set up a manufacturing plant 
in a former warehouse at 112 S. 
Second Street. The factory is 
still located: in this warehouse, 
although it has) been’ enlarged 
twice. 

The Kness traps are marketed 
in continental: United States, Ha- 
waii, Canada, and Japan. The 
firm also maufactures the V-Cut 
Garden Hoes, designed by Kness 


and his sons, Marvin and Arnold. 


The Albia Block Co., owned-and 
operated by Charles Miller since 
1944, manufactures a line of con- 
crete blocks in its plant at 1020 
South Clinton St. 

The Diamond Bottling Works, 
founded in Albia in 1881 as the 
Albia Pop Factory, continues to 
manufacture soft drinks, The 
firm has been in its present loca- 
tion at 202 Third Avenue East 
since January 1894. It was pur- 
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Newest of a number of hospitals which 
have served Monroe county over a period 
of years is the Monroe County Hospital, 
first authorized in 1946, built in 1954, 


chased by F. M. Weeber in 1904 
and since 1920 has been owned 
and operated by his son, L. W. 
Weeber. 

The Hardinger Dairy, located on 
Washington Avenue East, is an- 
other Albia manufacturing plant. 
Started in the fall of 1932 as a 
creamery, and as a milk bottling 
plant, Hardinger’s began the 
manufacture of ice cream in 1945. 

Two local firms are engaged in 
feed manufacture. They are the 
Goode Seed and Feed Co., which 
manufactures Goode’s “Gold Ban- 
ner” feeds and the Steel Feed 
Co., which manufactures “Steel’s 
Super Feeds.” 

Another Albia firm, the Kerr 
Manufacturing Co., 121 Washing- 
ton Avenue East, makes roof gut- 
ters, air handling ducks, and var- 
ious other sheet metal products. 

The Albia Rendering Co., a di- 
vision of National By-Products, 
Inc., has a payroll of 28 persons 
at the local factory. The firm 
produces tankage, grease, and 
hides, and manufactures fertiliz- 
er. 

The Albia Light and Railway 
Company, founded in 1892 as the 
Albia Electric Light and Power, 
provides electricity for lighting 
and power to more than 1,600 
customers in Albia alone. It man- 
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ufactures steam heat used by 
about 75 per cent of the business 
district, and manufactures a por- 
tion of the electricity used. 

Vaults are produced by the Al- 
bia Monument Company. 

The Union-Republican Co. and 
the Albia Publishing Co., oper- 
ating from the same plant, pro- 
duce a varied line of printed 
products. Pe 

Another one-man plant is own- 
ed and operated by George Gerg- 
ley, a Bluff Creek township farm- 
er, under the name Gergely Man- 
ufacturing Co. It is in its second 
year. Gergley manufactures a 
shock absorber-type supporter for 
caterpillar patrols. 

One of the really unique Albia 
manufacturing firms is The Staf- 
ford Company, 525 South Clinton, 
which in 1959 will prepare more 
than 4 million individual feath- 
ers for archery tackle. 

A total of 15 employees of the 
firm prepare, dye, and ship tur- 
key feathers to specifications of 
manufacturers in this country and 
in foreign countries. 

An addition in the spring of 1959 
allows working space for’ the 
millions of feathers. Raw feath- 
ers come into the plant from pick- 
ing plants in Iowa and Missouri. 
They’re washed, preened, and 
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Monroe County Hospital 


and added to in 1957. Located on Benton 
Avenue West, the hospital will have a 44- 
bed capacity when all contemplated re- 
modeling is completed. 


dried in a laundry type dryer. A 
Stafford-built machine puts the 
feathers into proper shape for 
mounting on arrows. They’re dyed 
in five colors—for daris, arrows, 
Indian headdress, and specialty 
toys. 

So Albia in 1959 has a diversity 
of manufacturing plants, all rela- 
tively small but providing  em- 
ployment for many individuals 
in Albia and Monroe county. Hun- 
dreds of other residents in Mon- 
roe county find employment in 
Ottumwa, Knoxville and Newton. 


CHEESE FACTORIES— 

Amos F. Miller, who came to 
Monroe county in 1855, operated 
cheese factories near Avery and 
Albia, and was later manager of 
a factory northeast of Albia with 
a capacity of 7,000 pounds of milk 
daily. 


CITIZENS’ ALLIANCE— 

One of the first branches in 
Iowa of the National Citizens’ Al- 
liance, a predecessor of the Pop- 
ulist party, was formed at Albia. 


GRASS SOLD— 
The grass growing in the Pub- 
lice square in 1863 was sold for 


$4.65. 
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Medical Care > 


Here’s a story of medical care 
in Monroe county over a period 
of years. At the top is a picture 
of the Albia Hospital as it ap- 
peared when operated by Dr. 
Miller. Below is the building 
which served as the Miner’s Hos- 
pital and as the Smith Hospital. 
Also pictured at the left is the 
first motor driven ambulance in 
Monroe county. From left to right 
cer Dr. T. E. Gutch, Alvin Eng- 
strom, and A. B. Gutch. 
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Business and Professional Directory 
Of Albia and Monroe County 


Because the individual business places and the 
professional men of the community in 1959 will be 
of historical interest, the following business and 
professional directory has been prepared. 


Every effort has been made to provide an ac- 
curate and complete list of all businesses in oper- 
ation as of June 10, 1959, in order that an accurate 
picture of the business life of Monroe county might 
be given. 

Abstracts 
Holligshead Abstract Co., 1 North Clinton 
Monroe County Abstract Co., 17 Washington Ave. E. 


Appliances 
Slofkosky Maytag and Appliances, Lovilia 
Artificial Breeding 
Iowa Breeders Cooperative, Wm. A. Henderson, 
Technician, North Main and A Ave. 


Associations 
Albia Chamber of Commerce, 111 Washington 
Ave. E. 
United Mine Workers. of America District 13, 120 
Benton Ave. E. 


Attorneys 
Francis C. Cameron, 3% Benton Ave. E. 
W. Keith Cash, 104 South Main St. 
W. G. Goodwin, 13% /2 South Clinton St. 
Frank J. Karpan, 3% Benton Ave. E. 
Hugh W. Lundy, 12 Washington Ave. E, 
Edmond B. Morris, 34% Benton Ave. E. 
Alfred M. Pabst, 142 Benton Ave. W. 


Automobile — New Cars 

Albia Motor Co., 114 North Clinton St. 
Briggs: Motor Co., 204 South Main St. 
Roy Brooke Motor Co., 9 Benton Ave. W. 
Duea Chevrolet Co., 115 South Main St. 
Sofranko Garage, Lovilia 

Automobile — Wholesale Parts 
The Galliers Co., 15 Benton Ave. W. 
Pierson Auto Supply, 128 South Main St. 
Sieg Auto Parts Co., 116 Washington Ave. E. 


Automobile — Supplies 
Coast to Coast Store, 18 Washington Ave. E. 
Farm Block Motors, 114 Washington Ave. E. 
Oehler Bros, Firestone, 6 South Main St. 
Western Auto Associate Store, 8 South Main St, 


Breeding 
Charles Bowery, Pigeons, Bantams, Lovilia 


Banks 
First Iowa State Bank, 23 Benton Ave. E. 
Peoples National Bank, 102 South Main St. 

Beauty Shops 

Anna Evans Beauty Shop, 25% South Clinton St. 
Eva’s Beauty Shop, 24 South Main St. 
Fran’s Beauty Shop, 121 North Second St. 
Fashion Beauty Salon, 10 Washington Ave. E. 
Nellie’s Beauty Shop, 5 Benton Ave. E. 
Olive’s Beauty Shop, Lovilia 
Porter Beauty Shop, 8 North Clinton St. 
Zola’s Beauty Nook, 1409 Benton Ave. E, 


Barber Shops 
Barnes Barber Shop, 13 South Clinton St. 
Masick Barber Shop, Lovilia 
Thomas Barber Shop, 3 North Main St. 
Van Gilder Barber Shop, 1 North Clinton St. 
David Ward, 8 North Clinton St. 
Wignall Barber Shop, Melrose 

Beverages 

Diamond Bottling Works, 202 Third Ave. E. 
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; Billiards 
Nick’s Recreation, 105 Benton Ave. E. 
Pat’s Billiards, 9 Benton Ave. E, 


Bookkeeping Service 
Perry’s Bookkeeping Service, 36 13th Ave. W. 


Bus Lines 
American Bus Lines, 25 Benton Ave. E. 
Blue Arrow Coach Lines, 203 Second Ave. W. 
Blacksmith 
McGee Blacksmith Shop, Melrose 


Bowling 
Bill’s Bowling, North Clinton St. 
Chiropractors 
Parrott and Parrott, 108 South Second St. 
Cigar Stores 
Golden’s Cigar Store, 16 South Main St. ° 
Tatman Cigar Store, 93 Benton Ave, E. 


Cleaners and Dyers 
Albia Cleaners, 116 Benton Ave. E. . 
Iowa Cleaners, 17 North Clinton St. 


Clothing — Men 

Williams Clothing Co., 9 South Clinton St. 
Clothing — Children’s 
Loycene’s, 3 North Clinton 
Coal 

Acme Coal Co., Lovilia 
Cedar Creek Coal Co., Lovilia 
Cedar Valley Coal Co., Lovilia 
Godtrey Ice and Coal Co.,.818 Benton Ave. E. 
Good Coal Co., Lovilia 
Maple Coal Co., Eddyville 
Oakdale Coal Co., Lovilia 
O’Brien Coal Co., Lovilia 
EC ey Ave, Coal Co., Lovilia 

Concrete Blocks 
Albia Block Co., 1020 South Clinton St. 


Concrete — Ready Mixed 
Ideal Ready Mix Co., C Ave. W. 


Soairackese — Building 
Eugene E, Angove, 723 North E St. 
Floyd Carter, South 10th Street 
Della Vedova Bros., 403 North 10th St. 


Chickens 

Behnke’s Famous Fryers, Highway. 60 South 

Dairy Products 
Gordon Dairy Creme, Lovilia 
Hardinger Dairy, 122 Washington Ave. E. 
Koffman’s Home Town Dairy 1223 Third Ave. E. 
Loney’s Dairy Queen, 1216 Benton Ave. E. 
Magie’s Dairy Sweet, 803 South Clinton St. 
Marydale Farm Dairy, Rte. 5, Albia 
Spencer Dairy, 17th Ave. W. 
Thorson’s Dairy Sweet, Benton Ave. W. 


Dentists 
J. J. Bates, 19% South Clinton St. 
D. K. Orelup, 20 Washington Ave. W. 
Dr. G. L Robb, 1% South Clinton St 
A. E, Scott, 2% Benton Ave, E. 
Department Stores 
Gambles, 6 Washington Ave. E. 
J. C. Penney Co., 18 Washington Ave. E. 
Spurgeon’s Store, 3 Benton Ave. E. 
Drug Stores 
Brawdy’s Drug Store, 25 Benton Ave. E. 
Hess Drug Store, 2 Washington Ave. E. 
Love Rexall Drug, West Side of Square 
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Electric Light and Power 
Albia Light and Railway Co., 10 North Main St. 
Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative, 203 South 
Main St. . 
Iowa Power and Light Co., Lovilia 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co., Sub Station, 110% 
Benton Ave. E. 


Electric 
Kelly Electric, 223 North 10th St. 


Express Companies 
Railway Express Agency, Inc., North A St. 


Farm Equipment 
Belzer Implement Co., 116 North Second St. 
Henderson Implement Co., A Ave. E. 
Marlin and Son, A Ave. E. 
Monroe County Truck and 


Implement Co,, 119 
South Main St. 


Feed and Seed 
Anderson Farm Service, 12 South A St. 
Goode Seed and Feed Co., 117 Washington Ave, E. 
Melrose Grain Co., Melrose 
Newton Feed and Supply, Lovilia 
Steel Feed Co., 124 North A St. 


Florists 
Loycene’s Albia Floral, 3 North Clinton St. 
Richey Florists, 512 North Third St. 
Thomas Floral, Lovilia 
Funeral Directors 
Downs Funeral Home, 123 South Second St. 
Humeston Funeral Home, 316 South Clinton 
Lewis Funeral Home, 121 Benton Ave. E. 
Zimmerman Funeral Home, Lovilia 
Furniture 
Humeston’s, 11 Benton Ave, E. 
Miners Store, Lovilia 
: Garages — Repair 
Al’ Auto and Tire Repair, Lovilia 
Caudill’s Automotive Service, 14 A Ave. W. 
Leo C. Durbala, Lovilia ; 
Hawbaker Carburetor and _ Electric, 
Ave. E. 
Hopkin’s Auto Repair, 15 North Main St, 
Kelly and Wells Garage, Lovilia 
McKissick Auto Repair, 109 South Clinton St. 
Shaw Tire and Battery, 107 South Clinton St. 
Bill Turner Garage, 316 A Ave. E. 
Garbage Hauling 
Clifford Allison, 803 A Ave. E. - 
Sterling and Haywood, Lovilia 
Pearl Thomas, 519 North B St. 


Gas — Bottled 
Dooley Maytag Co., 103 South Clinton 
Friday's Gas Co., 503 Benton Ave. W. 
Munn & Cassaday Co., Inc., of Albia, 
Main St. 


813 Benton 


510 North 


Gunsmith 
Cooper Gunsmith, Lovilia 


Grocers 
Amsberry Grocery, Lovilia , 
DeMoss and Son, 304 Third Ave. E. 
Chas, Dotts Grocery, 122 D Ave. W. 
The Food Center, West Side of Square 
Haley’s Grocery, Melrose 
Hy-Vee Food Store, Washington Ave. W. 
J. & R. Food Mart, 309 B Ave. E. 
Karso Grocery and Market, 1001 South Clinton St. 
Kitterman Grocery, 803 A Ave. E. 
Mathias Grocery, Avery 
O’Connor Grocery, Melrose 
Pickerell’s Store, Georgetown 
Ralph Orr O. K. Market, South Sixth St. 
Papich Grocery, Lovilia 
Joseph Parenza Grocery, 1512 South Main St. 
Ruben Grocery and Meats, South Clinton St. 
Thomas Store, Rte. 5 


United Food Market, West Side of Square 
Wilkinson Grocery, 1009 Benton Ave, E. 
Woodward Grocery, 304 B Ave. W. 
Weller Store, Weller 
Waters Grocery, Lovilia 

Hardware 
William Currie Hardware, Melrose 
Darby Hardware, 21 Benton Ave. E. 
DeVos Hardware, 120 South Main St. 


Hatcheries 

Carlson Hatchery, 1511 South Main St. 

Polson Hatchery, 19 North Clinton St. 

Heating Contractors 

Clark Bros., 120 Washingon Ave. EF. 

Kerr Manufacturing Co., 121 Washington Ave, E. 
Hospitals 

Monroe County Hospital, 118 Benton Ave. W. 

Hotels 
Clark Hotel, 22 North Clinton St. . 


House Movers 
Scott Construction Co., 601 North Main St. 
Insurance 
Albert Carlson Insurance Agency, 
Ave. E. 
Crumley Insurance, Lovilia 
Cummins Insurance, Lovilia 
The Hollingshead Co., 1 North Clinton 
Stanley D. Hoyne, Insurance, 102% 
Ave. E. 
Earl W. Jones, Rte. 3 
M. E. Mikkelson, 116% Washington Ave E. 
Monroe County Farm Bureau, Washington Ave. E. 
Frank Parry Agency, 13 Benton Ave, E. 
Denzil F. Patton, 106 Washington Ave. E. 
Robert W. Smith, 123 Third Ave. W. 
Woodcock Insurance, 410-S. Second St. 
D. E. Wynes and Co., 11% Benton Ave. E. 
Interior Decorators 
Robert T. Bates, 23 Benton Ave. E. 
Jewelry 
The Gem Shop, 24 South Clinton St. 
Illingworth’s Jewelry, 14 South Main St. 
Junk Dealers 
Southern Iron and Metal, 319 North C St. 
Laundries 
Laundromat, Washington Ave. W. - 
Smith Laundry, 710 Washington Ave. E. 
Livestock Buyers 
Albia Sales Co., Highway 60 North 
Herbert Bettis, Rte. 5 
. Locker Plants 
Davis Frozen Food Lockers, West Side of Square 
Lumber 
Falvey Bros., 123 South Clinton St. ie 
Griffin Timber Sales, 304 Washington Ave. W. 
Hawkeye Lumber Co., 15 A Ave, W. 
Manufacturers 
Gergley Manufacturing Co., Rte, 1, Eddyville 
Kness Manufacturing Co., 112 South Second St. 
The Moloney Co., 210 North A St. 
The Stafford Co., 525 South Clinton St. 
Monuments 
Albia Granite Co., Second Ave. W. 
Albia Monument Co., 114 Washington Ave, E. 
Motels 
Duckey’s Motel, 1616 Benton Ave. E. 


101% Benton 


Washington 


Thorson Motel and Service Station, 602 Benton 
Ave. W. 
Moving 
Lewis Transfer Service, 14 North Clinton 
Newspapers 


Monroe County News, 111 Benton Ave. E. 
Albia Union-Republican, 111 Benton Ave. E. 
Lovilia Reporter, Lovilia 

Nurserymen 
Wilson’s Nursery, Rte, 1 
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Oil Distributors 

Bob L, Anderson, Sinclair Bulk Service, 
Ave. W. 

Donald Bettis Standard Service, North Main St; 

Tom Dearinger Mobil Bulk Plant, D Ave. W. 

Lovilia Oil Co., Lovilia 

Delbert Muilenburg, D-X Bulk Service, 327 Benton 
Ave. W. 

John Sullivan, Conoco Service, 110 B Ave. W. 


Optometrist 
Dr. G. A. Hannum, East Side of Square 


Photographers 
Ver Baere Albia Studio, 20 South Main St. 


Physicians and Surgeons 
Dr. F. N, Bay, 13 South Clinton 
Dr. W. S. Chester, 26 South Main St. 
Dr. T. .E Gutch, 926 Fourth Ave. E. 
Dr. G. A. Jenkins, 220 South C St. 
Dr. Don N. Orelup, 22 Washington Ave, W. 
Dr. H. J. Richter, 208 S. Clinton St. 
Dr. R. A. Smith, 208 S. Clinton St. 


Plumbing 
Coady Plumbing and Heating, 
Ave. W. 
Jones Plumbing and Heating, A Ave. E. 
Lovilia Plumbing and Electric, Lovilia 


Produce 
Abbey’s Produce, 21 North Clinton 
B & G Produce, 121 South Second St. 
Geno and Son, Lovilia 
Kenworthy Produce, 112 Washington Ave. E. 
Walter Parks Produce, Melrose 
Pirnot Produce, 10 Washington Ave. W. 


Railroads 
C. B. and Q. Railroad 
M. and St. L. Railroad 
Wabash Railroad 


Benton 


110 Washington 


Refrigeration 
John’s Refrigeration, 112 South Main St. 
Rendering 
Albia Rendering Co., Rte. 1 
Restaurants 


Blue Bird Cafe, Benton Ave. E. 
Cassie’s Cafe, 15 North Clinton 
Kanteen, 112 S. Main St. 
Kitterman’s Cafe, 13 North Main 
Mick’s Drive-In, Benton Ave. E. 
Murphy’s .Cafe, Melrose 
Shipley’s Cafe, North Main St. 
Spurgin’s Maid-Rite, Benton Ave. E. 
Weldon’s Cafe, Lovilia 
Real Estate © 
Gegner Real Estate and Insurance, 10 South Main 
The Hollingshead Co., 1 North Clinton St. 


Service Stations — Auto 
Al and Bill’s Skelly Service, 21 Benton Ave. W. 
Bettis and Crall Sinclair Service, 24 Benton Ave. W. 
Bettis and Elswick Sinclair Service, High 60 South 
Dale Bros., D-X Service, 314 Benton Ave. W. 
Davis Superior “400” Service, 215 South Main St. 
Fred Dunkin Service Station, 219 Benton Ave. E. 
Eddy’s Service Station, Rte. 5 
Homerin Farm Service, North A St. 
Keeton Mobil Service, Lovilia 
K & H “66” Service, 303 Benton Ave. E. 
Lucas D-X Service, Lovilia 
Maddy’s Conoco Service, 113 Benton Ave. W. 
McCombs Standard Service, North Main St. 
Pester’s Gas-For-Less, Benton Ave, E. 
Purdy’s Superior 400”, Lovilia 
Ripperger’s Conoco, Melrose 
- Russell Oil Co., Melrose 
Spencer’s Standard Service, Lovilia 
Tharp’s Service, Benton Ave. W. 
Thorson Standard Service, 602 Benton Ave. W. 
Whitson’s D-X Service, 222 Benton Ave. E. 
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Shoes 
A and A Shoe Store, 22 Washington Ave. E. 
Edwards Shoe Repair, 106 Washington Ave. BE, 
G. H, Ewers and Co., Washington Ave. E. 
Ralph N. Ewers Store, 5 Benton Ave, E, 


Shoe Repair 
Albia Shoe Hospital, South, Clinton St. 
Gelles Shoe Repair, Lovilia 
Edwards Shoe Repair, 106 Washington Ave, E, 


Signs 
Spinks Sign Co., 101% South Clinton St. 


Sundries 
Ciska Sundries, Melrose . 
Papich Sundries, Lovilia 


Stevedores 
Woodcock Stevedore Co., A Ave. W. 


Taverns 
A Avenue Tavern, A Ave. W. 
Bea’s Tavern, Lovilia 
Glen’s Place, 2 South Main St. 
Fridlington Tavern, Lovilia 
The Jug, 107 Benton Ave. E. 
Knowles’ Tavern, Melrose 
Kenny’s Tap, 18 North Clinton St. 
Mary’s Tavern, Lovilia 
McClain Tavern, Melrose 
Polly’s Tap, 16 North Clinton 
Taxi 
Albia Cab Co., Benton Ave. E. 
Telegraph Companies 
Western Union Telegraph Co., 22 N. Clinton St.. 
Telephone Companies 
Bellamy Telephone Co., Lovilia 
United Telephone Co. of Iowa, 14 North Main St. 
Television 
Albia TV Mart, 9 Benton Ave. W. 
Dutch Mill TV and Radio, 907 Benton Ave. E. 
Fletcher Television Service, 15 Benton Ave. W. 
Tomlinson’s Radio and Television, 8 Washington 
Ave. W. 
Zimmerman Radio and TV, Lovilia 
Theatres 
King Theatre, 115 Benton Ave. E. 
Tires 
O. K. Tire Welders, 22 North Third St. 
Sloan’s Tire Shop, 121 B Ave. E. 
Paints 
Davis Paint Store, South Main St. 
Duncan Book Store, West Side of Square 
Wilkinson’s Paints & Electric, South Main St. 
Upholsterers 
Del-Tone Shop, 601 B Ave. W. 
Kelly’s Furniture Repair Shop, 204 South Fifth St. 
Variety Stores 


‘Albia Variety Store, 24 Washington Ave. E. 


McLellan’s, 15 South Clinton St. 


Trucking 
Andy’s Truck Service, 510 North A St. 
Ohio Truck Rental, Benton Ave. W. 
S. C. Williams, Rte. 5 


Veterinarians 
Dr. Bert Hollingshead, 224 South Second St. 
Dr. C, P. Peterson, Highway 60 North 


Welding 
Felton’s Welding Shop, 16 A Ave. W. 


Women’s Apparel 
Fashion Shop, 10 Washington Ave. E. 
Ralph N. Ewers, 5 Benton Ave. FE. 
Gambles, 6 Washington Ave. E. 
Loeb’s, S. Clinton St. 
Mode O’ Day, 20 Washington Ave. E. 
J. C. Penney Co., 18 Washington Ave. E. 
Teitel’s, 104 Benton Ave. E. 
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